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For Yiorgos Kasidakos and all those, known and unknown, who fought, resisted, and struggled against
Italian and German (Nazi) Fascism, the collaborationist regime of the Kingdom of Bulgaria,
British and U.S. Imperialism, and Greek fascist, royalist, rightist, and reactionary forces.

OANATOX XTO ®PAXIXMO
DEATH TO FASCISM

OGANATOX XTON IMITEPIAAIZMO
DEATH TO IMPERIALISM

TIMH KAI AOZA £TOYX HPQIKOYX MAXHTEX TOY KOMMOYNIXTIKOY KOMMATOX
EAANAAAXZ (KKE) KAITOY EAM - EAAX - EIION - OIIAA - AZXE
HONOR AND GLORY TO THE HEROIC FIGHTERS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREECE
(KKE) AND OF EAM - ELAS - EPON - OPLA - DSE

ITPOAETAPIOI OAQN TQN XQPQN, ENQOEITE!
WORKERS OF THE WORLD, UNITE!

Taken down the street in fetters,

FHEKEHT , SIRY E, I bid farewell to kith and kin.

hy) REEUR OEFWE To be beheaded is nothing,
E):,T‘:gz_szi ' égg;él° As long as our cause is just.
2 " H ° One may be killed,

R4 (—N7"A)

But millions will carry the revolution forward.
The East is Red (1965)
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ABSTRACT, KEY WORDS & SUBJECT

ABSTRACT:

While World War II was still raging in Europe and the Pacific, the onset of the Greek Civil War in
December 1944 marked the beginning of the Cold War. For the people of Greece, the civil war would
continue the devastation that the Italian, German, and Bulgarian occupations had initiated. The civil
war's catastrophic cleavages in Greek society are still part of contemporary social and political life. For
my family, the civil war's barbarity is manifest in the brutal execution of my great-uncle Yiorgos
(George) Kasidakos, a partisan of ELAS who was imprisoned in Gytheio following the Treaty of
Varkiza. On March 21%, 1947, George and 31 other political prisoners were brutally executed by a
monarcho-fascist gang comprised of members of EAOK, X, and local paramilitaries under the
leadership of Kostas Bathrelos. Following the formal ending of hostilities, my family experienced
repression, harassment, and for some, exile. Most of the family would emigrate in the 1950s and 1960s
to Canada and the United States. Theio Yiorgo and the war continued to haunt my grandparents for
their entire lives. The unburied dead of that atrocity left no closure for our family, making for an
ongoing struggle in our memory, lived existence, and interactions with both people and landscapes.
This thesis investigates the historical events surrounding the execution of Yiorgos Kasidakos; historical
trauma in both theory and practice; necropolitics, death, and memory in Greece; and lastly, how the
unburied body of Theio Yiorgo shapes my political consciousness.

KEY WORDS: Greek Civil War, World War II, Historical Trauma, Mourning, Death, Necropolitics,
Gytheio (Mani, Lakonia, Peloponnese), Communist Party of Greece (KKE)

SUBJECT: Cultural Anthropology / Autoethnography / History
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ABBREVIATIONS AND GLOSSARY OF TERMS

ABBREVIATIONS

AAP Australian Associated Press

AP Associated Press

BUP British United Press

DSE Dimokratikos Stratos Elladas
Anpokpatikog Ztpatog EAAGSag (AXE)
Democratic Army of Greece

DSP Dimokratikos Stratos Peloponnisou
Anpokpatikog Ltpatog [Tehomovvroov (AZIT)
Democratic Army of Peloponnesus

EAM Ethniko Apeleftherotiko Metopo
EBvikd AneAevBepatikd Métwmno
National Liberation Front

EAOK Ethnikes Antikommounistikes Omades Kynigon
EBvikég Avuikoppouviotikég Opadeg Kuvnyov
National Anti-communist Hunter Teams

ELAS Ethnikos Laikos Apeleftherotikos Stratos
EBvikog Aaikog AneAevBepwtikdg Xtpatog (EAAY)
Greek People's Liberation Army'

EPON Eniaia Panelladiki Organosi Neon
Eviaia ITaveAAadikny Opyavwon Néwv (ETTON)
United Panhellenic Organization of Youth

INS International News Service

KEP Kentro Exypiretisis Politon
Kévtpo E€ummpémong IMoAtaov (KEIT)
Citizens Service Center

KKE Kommounistiko Komma Ellados
Koppovviotiko Koppa EAAGSag
Communist Party of Greece

ONA Overseas News Agency

OPLA Organosi Perifrourisis Laikou Agona
Opyavwon [eprppovpnong Aaikod Ayaova (OTTAA)
Organization for the Protection of the People's Struggle

PASOK Panellinio Sosialistiko Kinima
aveAAvio Xootahotiko Kivnpa (ITAXOK)
Panhellenic Socialist Movement

UP United Press

USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

1 Sometimes ELAS is referred to as the “National People's Liberation Army” or “National Popular Liberation Army.”
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Andartis, Andartes (Avtaptng, Avtapteg): Guerrilla, rebel, insurgent (singular, plural).
Aristeros, Aristeroi (Aplotepog , Apiotepoi): Leftist, Left-wing (singular, plural).
Barbas (Mnéppnag): Uncle or an older man.?

Chites (Xiteg): Members of Organization X.
Dekemvriana (Aekeppplavé): The “December Events.”?

Deksios, Deksioi (Ag&log , Ae&iol): Rightist, Right-wing (singular, plural).

Dimotiki (Anpotikn): Modern vernacular form of the Greek language.

Dimotiko (Anpotiko): Primary School.

Emfilios (Ep@oAog): Civil War.*

Gymnasio (I'vpvéoio): Middle School.

Horio (Xwp10): Village.

Kafeneio (Kageveio): Traditional Greek café (can also serve Ouzo and Tsipouro) and social hub.
Kakodelis (KakovteAng): Localism for Kakopoipng which means “poor thing” or “miserable.””
Katharevousa (KaBapevovoa): Form of the Greek language bridged Ancient and Demotic Greek.
Katochi (Katoyr|): Occupation. Refers to the Axis Occupation of Greece from 1941-1944.
Koukouloforoi (KovkovAo@dpot): “Those who wear hoods.”®

Pappous (ITanrmovg): Grandfather.

Peina (TTeiva): Hunger.

Plateia (ITAateia): Town square.

Polemos (IToAepog): War.

Psichosavato (Puyoodppato): Saturday of the Souls.”

Stratopedo (Xtpatonedo): Army base.

Symmoria (Xvppopia): Gang.

Syntrofos, Syntrofisa (X0vtpogog, Zvvipoégiooa): Comrade (male, female).
Theia (G¢eia): Aunt.

Theios (®¢iog): Uncle.

Yiayia (Iaywd): Grandmother.

2 Etymologically comes from the word, barba, which is used in the Venetian dialect of Italian to describe facial hair.

3 Refers to the fighting in Athens which took place between EAM-ELAS and KKE's OPLA and the Greek government,
Right-wing (Organization X), and British forces from December 3rd, 1944 to January 11th, 1945.

4 Refers to the Greek Civil War from 1946-1949. Some have argued that the Greek Civil War started in 1944.

5 S. Peloponnese (Lakonia, Messenia) and Kythira. Used affectionately to commiserate, express longing, or grief.

6 During World War II and the Greek Civil War, the Koukouloforoi were members of the various monarcho-fascist
paramilitary formations who would terrorize the countryside. Oftentimes compared to the Ku Klux Klan.

7  Day for collectively commemorating the dead in Eastern Orthodox Christianity.
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PROLOGUE: AN ETERNAL NIGHTMARE

Two killed, five killed, twelve—so very many.
Each hour has its killing. Behind the windows
stand those who are missing, and the jug full of water they didn't
drink.
Yiannis Ritsos, Afternoon’

When we strike the match, she turns slowly and moves off
with inexplicable concentration toward the kitchen. Her back
is a bitterly sad hill loaded with many dead—

the family's dead, her dead, your own death.

Yiannis Ritsos, Women®

Yiayia slipped outside still dressed in her nightgown. She was well known, and notorious I

should add, for gardening in her nightgown at all hours of the day. We had just finished lunch, and the

warm, partly cloudy weather embraced us after living through yet another cold New England winter.

Stepping outside to join Yiayia in the garden, I exited the door, turning to look at her in the midst of all

the vegetables, flowers, and occasional weeds coming up from that small patch of land behind our

three-decker in Worcester, Massachusetts.? As I looked at her, I noticed something moving through the

sky above her. In moments, its ominous form, reminiscent of Chernabog from the Night on Bald

Mountain in Disney's Fantasia, hurtled towards us. Yiayia, who was bent over, instantly stood up,

looking toward the sky. “Go inside!” she yelled. I ran for cover under the doorway. Quickly turning

around, I put my head outside the door frame, peaking up. The plane roared over us, its massive wings

menacingly outstretched.* It was a monster, an object whose only purpose was to sow destruction and

1

2
3

Excerpt from Yiannis Ritsos' poem Afternoon (Anoyevpa) found in, Edmund Keeley (trans.), Ritsos in Parentheses
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1979), 22-23.

Excerpt from Yiannis Ritsos' poem Women (T'vvaikeg) found in, Ibid., 28-29.

Three-deckers or “triple-deckers” are multi-family homes that were built, mainly in the Northeast United States, in the
late 19" and early 20™ Centuries to house the millions of immigrants arriving to the U.S. Worcester, in particular, has
beautiful three-deckers that are not only historic monuments but architectural gems. They were important aspects of
immigrant life, especially for Greeks, who could have multiple generations living in the same house in different
apartments. Our family three-decker was located at 1 Federal Place, Worcester, MA 01602. For more see, Marilyn W.
Spear, Worcester's Three-Deckers (Worcester: Worcester Bicentennial Commission, 1977).

“Stealthy but Friendly,” Telegram & Gazette (Worcester, MA), June 02, 1993, A1.



instill fear in those who were unfortunate enough to behold it. Yiayia stood still as the bomber passed
overhead, her hands by her sides shaking ever so slightly. With the F-117A Nighthawk stealth fighter
having departed, I approached her as she slowly moved to continue where she had left off. Her eyes,
filled with the images of ghosts and horror, looked down. Silently, she continued gardening, reaching
her hands into the nourishing dirt.

Throughout my childhood, Yiayia and Pappou recounted countless stories of the polemos and
emfilios. Entombed by the unending horror of nearly a decade of war, hunger, and poverty unleashed
upon the people of Greece, they lived with the trauma of a time long since past. It was a permanent
state of haunting, a war without end.’ Planes overhead were reminders of the German airfield outside of
Yiayia's village of Molaoi and Pappou's village of Sykia.® I remember when Theia Zozo upon hearing
an airplane overhead would startle, immediately making motions to crawl under a nearby table. Both
Yiayia and Pappou vividly remembered the sounds of the Ju 87 “Stuka” dive bombers. In Piraeus,
Pappou recounted the buildings that were bombed and the desolate streets filled with screams, groans,
and muffled cries. After one such bombing, Pappou, a teenager, emerged from a basement to find a

man dying in the street. He cautiously approached the man who was burned and mortally wounded.

5 T use the term haunting here in the Derridean sense of the term. The future so many had fought and died for in Greece, a
vision of a society having overcome feudal and bourgeois social relations where the people were the rulers (Aaokpoatia)
ultimately failed. It is here that my Yiayia and Pappou along with so many others were unable to cope with the loss of
paradise, a utopian project gone awry. To their horror, what replaced that possible future was its inverse; a monarcho-
fascist regime and the rule of the ultra-right from the end of the Greek Civil War through the Military Junta (1967-
1974). To only make matters worse, the family was hit by another loss, that of the collapse of the USSR in 1991. My
Pappou's brother Theio Niko, like so many Communists, lamented the liquidationist policies of General Secretary
Mikhail Gorbachev. Theia Voula recounted her fathers words at that time, “Topa apyilel n KataoTpOPN TOL
Koppouviopov.” For those who struggled for a workers paradise, not only did they fail to realize a Communist future
but their ideological headquarters, the home of the revolution that inspired all subsequent revolutions, was collapsing
before their very eyes. It was in this context that Rizospastis, the daily of the Communist Party of Greece (KKE), in its
28 December 1991 issue (Ap18. @0AAov 5231) had a large red banner with the hammer and sickle emblazoned on it
with the phrase “PHAA TH ETHMAIA” or “high up with the flag” while the historic red banner came down from atop
the Kremlin. For Derrida's hauntology see, Jacques Derrida, Specters of Marx (New York: Routledge, 1994).

6 Molaoi (MoAdot) and Sykia (Katharevousa: Yvkéa / Dimotiki: Xuki), Lakonia, Peloponnese. For introductions to the
history of modern Greece see, Christopher Montague Woodhouse, Modern Greece: A Short History (London: Faber &
Faber, 1991); Richard Clogg, A Concise History of Greece (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992).



Looking at Pappou, the man asked for something sweet. Pappou reached into his pocket and put his
only piece of candy into the man's mouth. The man, shortly thereafter succumbing to his injuries, died
alone on that street. Stories abound. Yiayia and Pappou brought the war home. It followed them
everywhere they went. “Don't throw food away!” they would exclaim. “It's a sin!” Yiayia would wash
all plastic containers and glass jars, hoarding and storing everything from buttons to seeds, always with
the underlying logic that another war could break out at any time. The war became part of our lives.”
One event in particular evoked all of the pain and horror of the war. It was an open wound, a void in
Pappou's life, and one of the darkest mysteries for much of our lives.

While World War II was raging in Europe and the Pacific, the onset of the Greek Civil War in
1944 marked the beginning of what would become the Cold War. For the people of Greece, the Civil
War would continue the barbarity that the Italian, German, and Bulgarian occupations had initiated.
The Civil War and the catastrophic cleavages it created in society are still part of the socio-political life
of modern Greece. Its destructive impact continues to haunt not only those who personally lived it, but
also their descendants who experience the Civil War through their trauma. On March 21, 1947, my
great-uncle Yiorgos (George) Kasidakos, a partisan of ELAS, was executed along with 31 other
political prisoners in Gytheio.? His arrest had come just a few short weeks after his wedding.
Incarcerated and eventually brutally executed in the plateia of Gytheio, his death was the most
traumatic event for my family in the course of the war. Following the formal ending of hostilities, my
family, communists and leftists who had supported both the anti-fascist struggle and the struggle
against Anglo-American imperialism, experienced repression, harassment, imprisonment, and for some,

exile. Most of the family would emigrate in the 1950s to Canada and then in the 1960s to the U.S.A.

7  For another similar work, see: Irene Kacandes, Daddy's War [Greek American Stories] (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 2009).

8 In Greek, I'0Be10 and in Ancient Greek, I'06e10v. Alternative spellings in English include but are not limited to,
Gythion, Ghthyion, Gythium, Gytheion, Gythio, and Yithion.



Theio Yiorgo and the war continued to haunt my grandparents throughout their entire lives. The
unburied dead of that atrocity left no real closure for our family, making for an ongoing struggle in our
collective memory, lived existence, and interactions with both people and landscape.

This thesis will begin by presenting a brief historical overview of World War II and the Civil
War in Greece. Secondly, it will focus on the execution of 32 political prisoners in Gytheio and the
events that followed. Thirdly, I will briefly describe theories of historical trauma, applying them to my
family and presenting various instances where these hidden wounds of war were manifest in our daily
life. Fourthly, I will address necropolitics, death rituals, and how the unburied body of Theio Yiorgo
has remained the very center of my family's trauma. Concordantly, great emphasis will be placed on the
importance of memory. Lastly, I will address how the specter of Theio Yiorgo and the memories of the

war have profoundly shaped my political consciousness.



GOLGOTHA: WAR IN GREECE

Let noble wrath
Boil over like a wave!
This is the people's war,
a Sacred war!
The Sacred War®

Tabyeto kol [Tapvova
Avtdpteg mohepdive
TOV alpofopo paoiopd
Eava TOV KuvnyQve.
Tadyetog kau I[Tdpvwvag™®

T viov@ékia oag ot XEpt,
TAPTE TP VIOl KAl YEPOL.
T viovpékia oag oTO Xépt,
TIGPTE TOPA, KAAOYEPOL.

Evnva Kavpéve pov Mwpid"

Pappou Panagiotis Kasidakos was born in Sykia, Lakonia in 1926.'* His father, Leonidas

10

11
12

One of the most famous songs of the Great Patriotic War, “The Sacred War” (CesitieHHast BoiHa) is a hymn to the
struggle against fascism by the people of the Soviet Union. Its lyrics were written in 1941 by Vasily Lebedev-Kumach
and the music is by Aleksandr Aleksandrov. For more see, Gabriela Welch, “Remembrance, Religion and Reconciliation
after the Fall of the Soviet Union,” in Aftermath: Legacies and Memories of War in Europe, 1918-1945-1989, eds.
Nicholas Martin, Tim Haughton, and Pierre Purseigle, (New York: Routledge, 2016), 175.

To Avtdptiko kot 1o Emavaotatikd Tpayoddt (Abnva: Exkdooeig Mvnun, 1975), 78. This song and the following song
cited are from the section of the book entitled “TPATOYAIA TOY MOPHA.”

Ibid., 79.

The last name Kasidakos has been written in Greek as both Kaoo18dkog and Kaoiddkog and thus written in English as
Kassidakos and Kasidakos respectively (in Canada, my Yiayia and Pappou had the last name spelled Cassidakos for a
period of time.) The reason for the double versus single sigma, from what I have been told, was that there was no set
rule on how to spell names that had a sigma within. Coupled with the transformations of the Greek language
(katharevousa v. demotic) as well as the existence of dialects, including in Mani, there was no consistency in how our
family, and the state, spelled the name. The patronymic suffix -akos is specific to Mani. The Greek prefix kasid- can
etymologically be traced to (k&oo1ig) and (kaooibiov), derived from the Latin cassis, which refer to the steel helmet of a
Roman and later Byzantine infantryman. Source: Raffaele D'Amato, “A Sixth or Early Seventh Century Ad
Iconography of Roman Military Equipment in Egypt: The Deir Abou Hennis Frescoes,” in A Military History of the
Mediterranean Sea: Aspects of War, Diplomacy, and Military Elites, eds. Georgios Theotokis, Aysel Yildiz, (Boston:
Brill, 2018), 114. Later on, the term kaoida meant Favus (tinea favosa), a dermatophytic infection caused by
Trichophyton schoenleinii. Pappou recounted how at the time of the Turkokratia (Tovpkokpartia) or Ottoman Greece, a
band of men approached our ancestral home to arrest and possibly kill one or more of our family members. An old
women of our family, or a yiayia of generations ago as my Pappou recounted, was on the balcony and told the men to
not come in since our family had kaoida. Fearing that they would contract the disease, the men left and so, as the story
goes, the men of our family were saved. Thus, we were thereafter referred to as Kasidakos. This is the supposed origin
of our family name. This story has been corroborated by other family members. For more on Maniot names see, Niki
Didika, “A Study of Family Names Among the Maniates (Greece),” in Paul H. Stahl (ed.), Name and Social Structure:
Examples from Southeast Europe, trans. Carvel de Bussy (Boulder: East European Monographs, 1998), 27-48. On



Kasidakos, had moved to Sykia from his ancestral home of Areopoli in Mani, Lakonia."> The
circumstances of Pappou Leonidas's departure from Areopoli are still unknown. Some family members
claim that a vendetta forced him to flee Areopoli, and Mani altogether, settling across the Lakonikos
Bay in the village of Sykia."* Pappou never spoke of his father's brothers, but when asked who they
were and if he had ever met them, he remained cryptic, insinuating they had been killed by vendettas.
Only one sibling of Pappou Leonidas, Barba Petros (Mniappna ITétpog), was known to me with only
one existing picture of him with Pappou Leonidas in our family archive.' Others claim he left because
his first wife died (with competing claims that she died during childbirth or was killed because of a
vendetta), leaving him alone to raise his first child, Stavroula. Pappou's mother, Yiayia Paraskevi
Stappas, came from a large family in Sykia with many of her siblings and cousins eventually moving to
the United States, particularly, Rhode Island. Like so many others from Sykia and the surrounding
villages, many of them migrated to Pireaus to find work and have greater opportunities than they did in

the horio.!®

Greek names overall see, Nick Nicholas, “Greek Family Names,” in Dictionary of American Family Names Volume 1:
A-F, ed. Patrick Hanks, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003), Ixxiii-Ixxv. For Pappou's obituary see, “Panagiotis
'Peter' Kasidakos, 92,” Telegram & Gazette (Worcester, MA), June 15, 2018.

13 The Maniates are historically well known for piracy, vendettas, and their warrior culture. Their houses, which are
architecturally unique in Greece, are built like small castles in fortified villages. These “house-towers” were used to
protect the locals from piracy, invasion, and vendettas. For more on the architecture of Mani see, Zaitag I'évvng,
EMnvikn Hapadooiaxn Apxitektovikn: Mavn (ABnva: Méhooa, 1992). On the history of Mani see, K&oong A.
Kupakog, Iotopia g Mavng (ABrva, 1977). For anthropological sources see, K&oong A. Kupidkog, Aaoypagia g
Méoa Mavng Topot A~ B” (ABnva, 1980-1981); Constantina Nadia Serematakis, The Last Word: Women, Death, and
Divination in Inner Mani (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991). For the famous travelogue of Mani see, Patrick
Leigh Fermor, Mani: Travels in the Southern Peloponnese (London: John Murray, 1958).

14 For a history of the village of Sykia in the 20" Century see, Ztavpog ABSovAog, Aaikég Mapaddoeig: Mviipec Kat
Biopata and m Zwrj ov Xwpiob Zukid Aakwviag (ABnva: diiiotwp, 2001).

15 Barba Petros still lived in Areopoli even after Pappou Leonidas left. The photograph's date cannot be ascertained but it
is hypothesized to have been taken sometime after the Greek Civil War. The circumstances surrounding the meeting in
the photograph, which appears to have been a formal meal (tpanéQ), is unknown. What is known is that Petros
Kasidakos had a son Elia (HAia) and a few other children. Elia fought in the Korean War in the Greek Army under
United Nations Command (UNC). He has a son Yiorgos who owns the butcher shop (KpeonwAeio) “H Ztavn” at the
plateia of Areopoli. From what I have gathered from family, and from Pappou in particular, the family in Areopoli are
all right-wing (8e&101) with some even openly supportive of the neo-Nazi party Golden Dawn (Xpuor Avyn).

16 According to field work done by John Nicholas Andromedas, “Mani reached its population peak about 1900 and began
to decline after that. During and since World War II the pace has greatly accelerated. The direction of movement is to
the Athens-Pireus area (over 90%).” John Nicholas Andromedas, “The Inner Maniat Community Type: A Study of the



Yiayia Angeliki Kasidakos was born in Molaoi, Lakonia in 1932."” Her father, Panagiotis
Nikolinakos, also had family roots in Mani, though we are unsure under what circumstances he or his
relatives left.”® During the Greco-Turkish War (1919-1922), Pappou Panagiotis fought in the Greek
Army of Asia Minor (Ztpatid Mikpag Aoiag) and witnessed firsthand the Asia Minor Catastrophe
(Mwpaowtikn Kataotpoen). Returning to Greece after the war, he quickly became involved in leftist
politics.' A learned man who had completed Gymnasio (I'vpvéoio), or “middle school,” at a time when
most of the people in rural Greece were illiterate (ayp&ppotn), he dedicated his time to reading and
writing. He married Yiayia Konstantina Krypotos from Pakia (ITakiwx), an illiterate agrotissa
(aypotioon) from a poor family. They lived in very poor conditions.® Pappou Panagiotis sold most of
his inherited land, and Yiayia Konstantina worked extremely hard to cultivate what little land they had
left in order to provide food and olive oil for the family.*' Life was extremely hard for Greek peasants,

whose world was about to be shattered by another war.” For Theia Maria, her hands trembling and

Local Community's Changing Articulation with Society,” Ph.D. Dissertation, (Columbia University, 1962), 110.

17 For more on Molaoi and its history see, To Xauévo IIpéowmno tov Torou pag — MoAdor (MoAdot: Kévipo
[Mepparroviikng Exnaibevong MoAawv, 2011). For Yiayia's obituary see, “Angeliki (Nikolinakos) Kasidakos, 73,”
Telegram & Gazette (Worcester, MA), July 4, 2005, A5.

18 Locals have spoken to me about the arrival of Maniates in Pakia and the surrounding areas during the Greek War of
Independence (the castle of Monemvasia was of strategic importance) and how many of them eventually settled in the
area along with migrants from Crete.

19 The Nikolinakos family were mostly all aristeroi. One of Yiayia's cousins, whom she was close to in her youth, was
Marios Nikolinakos, Professor of Economics at the Free University of Berlin. Active in leftist politics, he was renowned
for his economic analysis of capitalism, particularly as it relates to migration, labor, and race. In 2010, he was featured
in the documentary Adyog kat Avtiotaon by director Timon Koulmasis (Tipev KovApdong). For more see, Marios
Nikolinakos, “Notes toward a General Theory of Migration in Late Capitalism,” Race & Class Vol. 17, No. 1 (1975), 5-
17; Marios Nikolinakos, “Notes on an Economic Theory of Racism,” Race & Class Vol. 14, No. 4 (1973), 365-381.

20 The childhood house of my Yiayia Angeliki, what we in Greek call the matpiké omitt (paternal house) was a small dark
stone house with very little light. Part of the house was a stable where the donkey lived. The house is located at 066¢
[Mavayitoag 25 in Molaoi. My mom, who spent her childhood in Greece, always mentions how damp, dark, and
depressing that home was.

21 Pappou Panagiotis is often criticized for not having worked hard enough for the family. The selling of most of the
inherited land was, according to some family members, a political decision (against big landowners/feudal relations).
Likewise, his relationship with Yiayia Konstantina was also difficult. For example, Yiayia Konstantina would burn his
papers, letters, and pages from his books to start the poVpvog (oven) outside the house in order to make food. Yiayia
Konstantina did not do it out of hate or anger, but out of a need to get the fire started. Since she was illiterate, she didn't
understand why a resource, in this case his papers, needed to be saved.

22 An example of peasant suffering leading a revolt and a brutal crackdown is the uprising in Kileler (KiAeAép), Thessalia
(®ecoaiia) in March 1910. The story was the inspiration for the 1966 film, Blood on the Land (To Xopa Bagtnke



tears coming down her cheeks, this period of life was Golgotha.”

German territorial expansion (lebensraum), already well underway since the invasion of Poland
in September 1939, was of concern to the Italian fascist regime of Benito Mussolini. Angered by what
he perceived as German expansion into the Balkans following Hitler's move into Romania, he prepared
to launch his own invasion of the Balkans.?* On October 28, 1940, the Italian ambassador in Athens
gave the dictator of Greece, Ioannis Metaxas, an ultimatum for the occupation of parts of Greece by
Italian troops. Metaxas rejected the ultimatum, and Italy invaded, thus beginning the Greco-Italian
War.” Greek forces mounted their defenses in the mountains of Epirus along the Albanian border.
Theio Nikolaos Kasidakos, according to family members, was part of the campaign in the mountains
against the Italian invasion. Italian forces, unable to defeat the Greek forces who used the mountains to
their advantage, entertained the possibility of settling the conflict with a negotiated peace with
Germany as mediator. Hitler, preparing for an invasion of the Soviet Union and fearing a counterattack
on the Nazi right-flank by British forces in Greece, had no choice but to militarily occupy Greece. Nazi
Germany launched Operation Marita on April 6, 1941, and within weeks had raised the swastika over
the Acropolis in Athens.*

German troops quickly advanced into the Peloponnese and captured Lakonia in late April 1941.

In between the villages of Molaoi and Sykia, the Nazis hastily constructed an airfield in preparations

Kokkivo). For more see, I'dpyog A. Kapavikdhag, KideAép (ABrva: ®oukudidng, 1983). Greece has suffered multiple
wars, civil wars, and economic crises in its less than two hundred year history. For more see, I'dpyog B. AeptiAng,
Entd II6Aepot, Téaoepic Eppoiot, Entd Itwyeboeig, 1821 - 2016 (ABnva: TIoAg, 2016).

23 Theia Maria Katelani who resides in Elaia, always says “H (w1 pou fjtave évag I'oAyoB8dag” when referencing the
katochi, emfilios, and subsequent years.

24 Mark Mazower, Inside Hitler's Greece: The Experience of Occupation, 1941-44 (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1993), 15.

25 Leften Stavros Stavrianos, The Balkans since 1453 (New York: New York University Press, 2000), 750.

26 For more see, Gerhard Schrieber, Bernd Stegemann, and Detlef Vogel, Germany and the Second World War: Volume
III: The Mediterranean, South-East Europe, and North Africa 1939-1941 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995);
Craig Stockings and Eleanor Hancock, Swastika over the Acropolis: Re-interpreting the Nazi Invasion of Greece in
World War II (Boston: Brill, 2013).



for the airborne invasion of Crete.” Aircraft based at Molaoi included the Messerschmitt Bf 109 and
the Junkers Ju 87 or Stuka.”® By the beginning of June, German forces were victorious in the Battle of
Crete, though having suffered heavy losses. The Nazi war machine pivoted east. Under the codename
Operation Barbarossa, Nazi Germany launched a massive invasion of the USSR on June 22, 1941. With
the Soviet Union now in the war and bearing the entire might of Nazi barbarity, partisan movements
emerged throughout the Balkans and Eastern Europe, motivated by anti-fascism, nationalism, and in
some cases, even religion.” Greece was divided into different zones of occupation, with the Germans
mainly in the North and on some of the Islands, most notably Crete and Lesvos (Mytilene), the Italians
in most of mainland Greece, including the Peloponnese as well as the loanian and Cyclades islands,
and the Bulgarians occupying parts of Macedonia and Thrace.*

The Communist Party of Greece (KKE), founded in 1918, had been severely persecuted under
the Metaxas dictatorship with many imprisoned, tortured, and killed.*" During the spring and summer
of 1941, KKE founded organizations for resistance and aid, especially to provide relief for those

suffering from the famine. In a short period of time, KKE was able to build large networks of

27 For a history of the German airfield at Molaoi see, T&oog X. Avaatacdkng, To Aepodpopio twv MoAdwv: Xpovikd mg
Apdong v I'eppavav otn Notioavatodikn Aakwvia 1941-1944 (Enaptn: IAIOMOP®n, 2012).

28 Units (fighter-wings) that were stationed at the airfield at Molaoi from VIII. Fliegerkorps (8" Air Corps) included Stab
JG 77 (Gruppe Jagdgeschwader), 11./JG 77, II1./JG 77, 1.(J)/LG 2 (Lehrgeschwader) under Hpt (Haupt) Herbert
Thlefeld. Others included I11./JG 52 and Stab, 1./StG 2 (Sturzkampfgeschwader — Immelmann) which was commanded
by Oberst Oskar Dinort at the time. Sources: Jerry Scutts, Bf 109 Aces of North Africa and the Mediterranean (London:
Osprey, 1994), 81; Editors of Time-Life Books, Conquest of the Balkans (Alexandria: Time-Life Books, 1990), 147;
John Weal, Jagdgeschwader 52: The Experten (Oxford: Osprey, 2004), 56; John Weal, Junkers Ju 87: Stukageschwader
of North Africa and the Mediterranean (London: Osprey, 1998), 34-35; Christopher Shores, Brian Cull, and Nicola
Malizia, Air War for Yugoslavia, Greece and Crete 1940-41 (London: Grub Street, 1987), 337-338.

29 For a background on the anti-fascist movement and the Communist International see, George Dimitrov, Against
Fascism and War (New York: International Publishers, 1986); Clara Zetkin, Fighting Fascism: How to Struggle and
How to Win (Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2017). For the struggle in the Soviet Union and how it relates to nationalism
and religion, in particular Orthodox Christianity, see, Steven Merritt Miner, Stalin's Holy War: Religion, Nationalism,
and Alliance Politics, 1941-1945 (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2003).

30 Mark Mazower, Inside Hitler's Greece: The Experience of Occupation, 1941-44, 20-22.

31 For a history of KKE (1918-1968) see, I'iopyng A. KatoovAng, Iotopia tov Koppouvviotikod Kopparog EAM&Sag Topot
A'-Z' (ABnva: ABavng, 1976-1978). On Marxism and the KKE see, Ole L. Smith, “Marxism in Greece: The Case of the
KKE,” Journal of Modern Greek Studies Vol. 3, No. 1 (1985), 45-64.



resistance, eventually founding the largest resistance movement of World War II in Greece, the
National Liberation Front (EAM).* While playing a leading role in the movement, KKE did not seek to
place a singular leader (apxnyog) for EAM but rather formed a committee. Mark Mazower writes,
“[EAM's] anonymity was bound up with an essentially new form of political activity in Greece, a
process of mass social mobilization.”* KKE opened EAM up to other leftist and liberal organizations
in order not to make their role too visible and in following with the larger trend in the Communist
International regarding the Popular Front policy announced by Nikos Zachariadis (General Secretary of
the Communist Party of Greece, 1931-1956).*

By the spring of 1942, EAM organized its armed-wing, ELAS.* Under the command of
Athanasios Klaras (ABavaoiog KAdpag), better known by his nom de guerre Aris Velouchiotis (Apng
Behouyiotg), ELAS intesified the armed struggle against occupation forces and their collaborators.*

From our family, Theio Niko and Theio Yiorgo both joined ELAS. Theio Yiorgo nom de guerre

32 In particular EA - National Solidarity (E6viki} AAAnAeyyon) was founded in May 1941, eventually becoming a part of
EAM. Afterwards, EEAM — National Workers' Liberation Front (Epyatiko EBvikd AneAeuBepwtikd Métwmo) was
founded in July 1941. Source: C.M. Woodhouse, The Struggle for Greece: 1941-1949 (London: C. Hurst & Col., 2002),
21. The Popular Front (sometimes substituted for United Front) was a policy adopted by the 7th World Congress of the
Communist International (Comintern) [Third International] which was held in Moscow in 1935. Georgi (George)
Dimitrov is most often known as the main advocate for the policy. For more see, VII Congress of the Communist
International: Abridged Stenographic Report of Proceedings (Moscow: Foreign Languages Publishing House, 1939);
Jane Degras (ed.), The Communist International 1919-1943: Documents, Vol. I1I, 1929—-1943 (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1965).

33 Mark Mazower, Inside Hitler's Greece: The Experience of Occupation, 1941-44, 96.

34 David H. Close, The Origins of the Greek Civil War (New York: Longman, 1995), 79.

35 See: Dominique Eudes, The Kapetanios: Partisans and Civil War in Greece, 1943-1949 (New York: New Left Books,
1972); Spyros Tsoutsoumpis, A History of the Greek Resistance in the Second World War: The People's Armies
(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2016). On the history of KKE's strategy during World War II and the Greek
Civil War see, Haris Vlavianos, Greece, 1941-49: From Resistance to Civil War: The Strategy of the Greek Communist
Party (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 1992).

36 Aris Velouchiotis has been likened to Che Guevara and is sometimes referred to by some as “the Greek Che.” “In some
cases, anti-fascism could be combined with the anti-imperialist politics of the 1960s: thus Second World War resistance
fighters were now placed alongside the anti-imperialist fighters of the decolonizing world in Africa, Asia and Latin
America. For instance, the martyred Greek wartime partisan fighter Aris Velouchiotis became a 1960s icon alongside
Che Guevara and Ho Chi Minh in clandestine magazines under the Colonels' regime.” James Mark, Nigel Townson and
Polymeris Voglis, “Inspirations,” in Europe's 1968: Voices of Revolt, eds. Robert Gildea, James Mark, and Anette
Warring, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), 88. For further reading on Aris Velouchiotis see, Atovdong
XapttomovAog, Apns o Apxnyog twv Ataktov (ABnva: Tomog, 2009).
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“Boulehani” (MmnovAeyavi, MmovAaydvng) served in the 3" Battalion, 8™ Regiment of ELAS in the
Parnona mountains of Lakonia.”” While Theio Niko and Theio Yiorgo spent their time in the mountains
in armed struggle, Pappou joined the United Panhellenic Organization of Youth (EPON) in Sykia in
1943.% According to written accounts, Theio Yiorgo was injured during a battle in the region with
occupation forces (kataktntég). Once recovered, he returned to the mountains with his unit, continuing
in the resistance. Theio Niko, who was also injured from combat, returned to fight after his injuries
healed.” From what I have been told, Theio Niko had either a bullet or fragments of metal (most likely
shrapnel) inside of his body until his death in the 1990s.

Pappou, too young to head to the mountains, and with responsibilities for the family, transported
messages, clothes, and food to the village of Richia (Pnyia), turning them over at the village's school to
the fighters of EAM. He also provided intelligence and information to the fighters of EAM. Stories
Pappou recounted mention how often he and Pappou Leonidas were traveling with goods on the roads
linking various villages in the region only to be caught by the approaching darkness of night. He spoke
of the dangers of traveling at night during the occupation (katoyrn) and the civil war. In one such
instance, Pappou was caught by German forces in Kokkinia (Kokkwvi&) while transporting shoes to sell

in Asteri (Aotépl) to buy bread for the family. He described how they were rough with him, evening

37 Ayyelog IT. AAe&akng, Zapakag: Apiépawpa ota Xwpid tou, otnv Iatopia tov, atovg Zapakites (ABrva, 1996), 270. For
more on EAM-ELAS and the resistance in Lakonia see, HAlag ITanaotepyidnoviog, O Mwpndag ota OmAa (EBvikn
Avtiotaon 1941-44) Tépot A'-XT' (Abnva: 'Epeuva ko Kpitikny g NeoeAAnvikr|g Iotopiag, 1965); Bayyéing I1.
Aatong, O1 Avtdpreg tou Ildpvwva: Avapvioerg amd m Apdon tov 8ov Xuvrdyparog tov EAAX Kuvoupiag-Aakwviag
(ABnva: @oppa, 1991); Xpnotog Nik. Aviwvakakng, To Aviaptiko Xtov Tabyeto 1940-1944, Ipwtondpa n Alayovia
(Abnva, 1994); Xprotog Nik. Avtwvakakng, H EOvikn Avtiotaon tov EAM-EAAX otov Tadyeto kat tov Iapvawva 1941-
1944 (Abnva: Algelag, 2006); TTavteAng MovtovAag, ITedonovvnoog 1940-1945: H Iepinéteia ¢ EmBioong, Tou
Aiyaopob kot e AnedevfBépwong (ABnva: BifAopapa, 2004); Tdavvng X. Povpehotng, H EOvikn Avtiotaon ot
Aakowvia 1941-1945 (Endptn, 1984). For the Southern Peloponnese see, I'évvng Kapakatoiavng, Notia IleAondvvnoog
1935-1950 (ABrva: AAgerog, 2009).

38 From Pappou's dictated statement as part of his application (aitnon) to recognize his participation in the resistance that
he completed in 1986. EPON is the precursor to the Communist Youth of Greece (KNE).

39 According to the statement, Pappou recounts that one of his brothers was injured in the Battle of Skala (Md&yn g
Ykd&Aac) which took place in May 1944,
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hitting him on the back with a rifle. He was taken to Elaia (EAaia) where he spent the nigh

t40

Partisans in the Peloponnese, especially in our area of Lakonia organized under the 8" Regiment

(Lakonia) of ELAS, met with tough resistance not only from occupation forces but also from the

Security Battalions (Taypoata AcpaAeiag), which were organized by the Germans to attack anti-

communist forces.*' Mark Mazower writes,

In Greece, such coalitions of anti-communist forces — bringing together
collaborators and resisters — were organized by the quisling government with
German support. In fact, fomenting civil war there was something the
Germans were deliberately trying to do. SS-Standartenfiihrer Walter Blume,
an educated lawyer and former Gestapo official, had progressed from killing
Jews on the Eastern Front via killing partisans in Slovenia to becoming head
of the Athens SiPo/SD. According to his so-called 'chaos thesis', the Germans
ought to kill off Greece's leadership class and get the Greeks to fight one
another so fiercely that they could withdraw undisturbed. Hence he armed
thuggish anti-communists in security battalions and unofficial death squads
and gave them carte blanche in the war with the 'communists' and 'bandits'.
The final months of occupation were thus punctuated by a series of horrific
massacres perpetrated by Greeks on Greeks in which the Germans themselves
played little direct role. In the final months of occupation, the seeds of the
Greek civil war were already being sown.*

The andartes (guerrillas) were successful in many engagements with enemy forces. In one of their most

40

41

42

In the statement, it is written that the event occurred in 1945. That would be impossible since the Germans left Greece
in October 1944. This might have been an error in typing. Chances are that it occurred between 1941 and early 1944.
Elaia (Katharevousa: EAaia / Dimotiki: EM@) is written EAnd in the statement. Elaia was also the site of resistance
activity. As a young man, Andonis Koutsoyiannopoulos (Avtovng KovtooylavvonovAoc) from Pakia, joined the
resistance against Nazi occupation. One night he sabotaged a German vessel at the port of Elaia. For this action, he was
executed by the Nazis on November 28, 1942. A statue of him is located in the plateia of Pakia today.

The Italians, having surrendered to the allies on 9 September 1943, were replaced (sometimes violently as in Kefalonia)
by German forces in areas under their control, including the Peloponnese. Due to the shortage of German troops, the
collaborationist government of Ioannis Rallis sought to form a “Greek nationalist free corps” to compensate for the
shortage. Pressures on German forces along with increased activity from the resistance finally convinced Lt. Gen.
Helmuth Felmy and Lt. Gen. Alexander Loehr of the necessity to form these Greek units. Adolf Hitler approved the
plan on 13 November 1943. “Security Battalions” refers to any armed formation that was organized by the Germans
with the expressed purpose of securing the occupation from the resistance. “In the Peloponnese the Germans raised four
Security Battalions of volunteer Greek gendarmes with a total strength of 3,370 under the command of Colonel
Dionysos Papadongonas. These units were deployed in Sparta, Gytheion, Kalamata, and Tripolis.” Source: John L.
Hondros, “Greece and the German Occupation,” in The Greek Civil War, 1943-1950: Studies of Polarization, ed. David
H. Close, (New York: Routledge, 1993), 50-51.

Mark Mazower, Hitler's Empire: Nazi Rule in Occupied Europe (London: Allen Lane, 2008), 505. SiPo/SD refers to
Sicherheitspolizei or the “Security Police” (SiPo) and the Sicherheitsdienst des Reichsfiihrers-SS or the “Security
Service of the Reichsfiihrer-SS*“ which was the intelligence agency of the SS (Schutzstdffel or “Protection Squadron”).
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famous actions, a unit from the 8" Regiment of ELAS was able to ambush and kill German Major
General (Generalmajor) Franz Kerch, Commander of the Peloponnese (Kampfkommandant
Peloponnes), and three accompanying officers on April 27, 1944.* However, in retaliation for the
killing of Major General Kerch, LXVIII Army Corps in the Peloponnese (Army Group E), under the
leadership of Lieutenant General (Generalleutnant) Helmuth Felmy, “recommend[ed] the shooting of
'200 communists' in Athens, another 100 'bandit suspects', as well as 'all the men whom the troops
encounter in villages on the Molaos-Sparta road.”* On May 1, 1944, the Nazis executed 200
communists at Kaisariani (Kaioapiavr).* Pappou stated that he remembered very well the Killing of a
German commander of the Peloponnese (most likely General Krech) in Apidia (Améi&), which is close
to Molaoi.“® In retaliation for the killing of the commander, Pappou recalled that 118 Spartans were
killed, many of whom had worked with our family in the resistance.

German and Bulgarian forces withdrew from Greece in October 1944.* With the axis
occupation finally over, EAM praised the “unbreakable alliance” of the United States of America

(USA), United Kingdom (UK), and Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) who, as allies, fought

43 Evi Gkotzaridis, Grigorios Lambrakis and Greece in the Long Shadow of Civil War (Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge
Scholars Publishing, 2016), 157.

44 Mark Mazower, Inside Hitler's Greece: The Experience of Occupation, 1941-44, 178. Lieutenant General Helmuth
Felmy was charged with having committed war crimes and tried at Nuremberg during the “Hostage Case” Military
Tribunal V Case 7 The United States of America v. Wilhelm List, et al. Source: Trials of War Criminals Before the
Nuernberg Military Tribunals Under Control Council Law No. 10: Nuerenberg October 1946-April 1949: Volume XI
(Washington: United States Government Printing Office, 1950), 763, 765, 779, 1231, 1305-1309, 1319. N.B. Helmuth
is written Hellmuth in some sources.

45 Referred to as “The 200 of Kaisariani” (Ot 200 ¢ Konoapiavrg). The neighborhood of Kaisariani in Athens was
described as a “Red” suburb and as “EAM's 'Little Stalingrad” and there was fierce fighting in the neighborhood
especially during the Dekemvriana. Mark Mazower, Inside Hitler's Greece: The Experience of Occupation, 1941-44,
226, 370.

46 The spelling Améid was in the statement. The Greek name for the village is also written Amé&éa.

47 See: Klaus Schonherr, “The Withdrawal of Greece,” in Germany and the Second World War: Volume VIII: The Eastern
Front 1943-1944: The War in the East and on the Neighbouring Fronts, eds. Karl-Heinz Frieser, Klaus Schmider, Klaus
Schonherr, Gerhard Schreiber, Krisztian Ungvary, and Bernd Wegner, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), 1089-
1099. For the withdrawal from the Peloponnese see, Lars Barentzen, "The Liberation of the Peloponnese, September
1944'" in Greece in the 1940s: A Nation in Crisis, ed. John O. Iatrides, (Hanover: University Press of New England,
1981), 131-141.
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against fascism.”® For his participation in the resistance during the katochi and in closing Pappou states,

A®COPE OO KAl PUYT] YIX TOV ay®Vva, 0 KABEVaG e ToV TPOTIO TOv,
KGvape Vv (N Hog PiKpot Kot peydAot Evav ay@va Kabnpepvo, yo tmy
ehevBepia pog.

We gave our bodies and souls for the struggle, each person in their own
way. We lived, both young and old, an everyday struggle, for our freedom.

Yet, the feelings of camaraderie, friendship, and freedom were to be short lived. Tensions were

already apparent even during the katochi between EAM and other resistance groups, as well as with the

allies.” On December 3, 1944, peaceful demonstrators of EAM were gunned down in Athens by the far

right-wing paramilitary group Organization X (Opyavwoig X) supported by Greek government forces

and British troops.*® This ushered in the Dekemvriana or “December events” where the forces of EAM-

ELAS and KKE fought with Greek government forces, British troops under the command of General

Ronald Scobie, and right-wing paramilitaries.”" It ended in defeat for EAM-ELAS.>* EAM eventually

signed the Treaty of Varkiza (Zvp@avia g Bapkilag) on February 12, 1945, with the Greek

government, disbanding ELAS and turning over their weapons to the government. Some, like Aris

Velouchiotis, felt that this was a betrayal of the guerrillas and took to the mountains.> On June 16,

48

49

50
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52

53

For a history of the Greek resistance in World War 11 see, X1’ Appoata! Xt' Appota! To Xpoviko tov Aydyva - Iotopia g
E6vikng Avtiotaong 1940-1945 Topot A'- A’ (ABrva: Tavvikog, 1964).

Conflicts emerged over the creation of a unity government which would have included EAM. There was even a naval
mutiny which took place at various ports on the Mediterranean in support of EAM by Greek sailors in 1944. See, Mark
C. Jones, “Misunderstood and Forgotten: The Greek Naval Mutiny of April 1944,” Journal of Modern Greek Studies
Vol. 20, No. 2 (2002), 367-397.

The members of Organization X are referred to as Chites (Xiteg). Neni Panourgia writes, “'X' was a notorious terrorist
organization, involved in the relentless and brutal persecution of all nonmonarchists, especially the Left. It did not
engage in any act of resistance against the Germans at all....Members of 'X' were so notorious, and their involvement in
the White Terror so extensive, damaging, and lasting that Athenians still think about 'X' as a runaway, lawless, and
fearfully criminal organization.” Neni Panourgia, Dangerous Citizens: The Greek Left and the Terror of the State (New
York: Fordham University Press, 2009), 58. Famous photographs from the day, taken by Dmitri Kessel were part of the
article “Civil War Breaks Out In Greece,” Life Vol. 17, No. 26 (25 Dec 1944), 20-23. For Kessel's work see, Dmitri
Kessel, EAAdda 1944 (ABnva: Appog, 1997).

See, John O. Iatrides, Revolt in Athens: The Greek Communist Second Round, 1944-1945 (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1972).

See: Panagiotis Delis, “The British Intervention in Greece: The Battle of Athens, December 1944,” Journal of Modern
Greek Studies Vol. 35, No. 1 (2017), 211-237.

Theio Yiorgo turned over his weapons and returned home after the Treaty of Varkiza.
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1945, surrounded on all sides by paramilitaries and government backed forces, Aris Velouchiotis took
his life with his comrade Yiannis Angeletos (I'iavvng AyyeA€tog), better known by his nom de guerre
Tzavelas (TCapélag).>

The “long night of barbarism” did not end for the people of Greece.” In a cruel twist of fate, it
was the UK and the USA, once liberators and victors over fascism, that now supported and armed those
who collaborated with the fascists during the axis occupation of Greece in the name of anti-
communism. The seeds for the Greek Civil War were already sown during the dekemvriana in what
was arguably the first conflict of the Cold War, beginning months before the Soviet Banner of Victory
was flown atop the Reichstag in Berlin.*® Brutal and barbaric, the Greek Civil War tore apart the fabric

of society, splintering communities and families and leaving the population deeply traumatized.

54 Afterwards, the paramilitaries severed both of their heads, riding down from the mountains through the village of Pigi
(ITnyn) where they stopped at a kafenio (xapeveio) before heading to Trikala (TpikaAa), where they displayed the heads
on a lamp post. Thanks to Yiannis Alexiou (I'dvvng AAe&iov) of Pigi for this information. Source: David Brewer,
Greece, The Decade of War: Occupation, Resistance, and Civil War (New York: I.B. Tauris, 2016), 211-212.

55 The phrase “the long night of barbarism” is taken from Prime Minister Winston Churchill's speech entitled “Arm
Yourselves, and Be Ye Men of Valor!” which was delivered via radio in London to the British people on May 19, 1940.
Source: Never Give In!: The Best of Winston Churchill's Speeches, ed. Winston S. Churchill, (London: Pimlico, 2003),
206-209.

56 See: André Gerolymatos, An International Civil War: Greece, 1943-1949 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2016);
André Gerolymatos, Red Acropolis, Black Terror: The Greek Civil War and the Origins of Soviet-American Rivalry.
(New York: Basic Books, 2004). I find it extremely interesting, and helpful, to connect the Greek Civil War (1944-
1949) with the Chinese Civil War (E$t I 4%) which was fought between the Kuomintang (E R %) and the Communist
Party of China (FFE$£= %) during roughly the same time period (1945-1949). Both civil wars had international
dimensions to them pitting the United States against the Soviet Union. In the Greek case, KKE lost and the right-wing
forces were victorious. Many of the communists were forced into exile with many raped, tortured, and killed. In China,
the CCP was victorious and the right-wing forces left the mainland, setting up a nationalist government in Taiwan. The
Washington Post ran an editorial on the comparison entitled “Greece and China,” on Friday, March 21%, 1947 in which
the editors felt that the Chinese and Greek cases were very different in their understanding. The United States, they felt,
should actively support the anti-communist effort underway in Greece while not worrying about the Chinese
Communists who, to their understanding, did not receive support from the Soviet Union. The editorial did stress,
however, that if the Chinese Communists were receiving aid from the Soviet Union like the Greek Communists were,
then the United States should pursue a policy with China similar to that with Greece.
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HORROR IN GYTHEIO: THE EXECUTION OF YIORGOS KASIDAKQOS

IMVtwoeg an toug Ieppavovg
Tov ya&pov 1o dpendvn
Ma 61 am toug §060A0Y0UG
ITov ot AyyAot giyav BdAet
Taopyog Kokkopng, Twpyos KagoiSakog™

KoméAeg am’ 1o Alotopo, gépte vepod kKo EHO

KL OTAVR 0T popada 6oL SePEVOG OTRVPOTA

oUpE Y1a Kevo 10 otepvo otnv Kopdofa ta&idt

Héoa o’ Tor SWJROPEVA TNG XOPAPLX TX AVOLYTK
Nikog KapBadiag, devrepiko I'kapbhia Adpka®

The Peloponnese was devastated after the Second World War.*® While people in villages faired

better than those in the large cities, especially since they could grow their own food, daily life was

extremely difficult. Throughout my life there has been one word that has been a permanent fixture,

peina (meiva) or “hunger.” This word was echoed by every family member who experienced the war. In

the summer of 2014, I traveled with my family to Greece to visit our relatives. While we stayed with

our cousins in Elaia, we went to Sykia to visit Pappou's first cousin, Theia Despina Bravaki (Aéomowva

Mmnpafdxn) or, as we all affectionately call her, Theia Pinio (ITnvi®). She came outside to greet us

57

58

59

Poem written by Yiorgos Kokkoris in memory of his comrade, Yiorgos Kasidakos. Iapyog Kdkkopng “Kokkopakng,”
ITikpég AAnBeieg (ABrva, 1989), 285. Other work by Yiorgos Kokkoris that memorialize those who resisted fascism
from the area are I'ati (ABnva, 1992) and I'ati I'ivape Avidpteg tov EAAAY (ABnva, 2002).

This poem connects the massacres at Distomo and Kaisariani with the execution of the poet Federico Garcia Lorca by
the Franco regime. Stephanie Bird, Mary Fulbrook, Julia Wagner, and Christiane Wienand, “Introduction: Disturbing
Pasts,” in Reverberations of Nazi Violence in Germany and Beyond: Disturbing Pasts, eds. Stephanie Bird, Mary
Fulbrook, Julia Wagner, and Christiane Wienand, (New York: Bloomsbury, 2016), 1, 10-11.

Mark Mazower writes, “A few days after the Germans left, in late 1944, an American OSS agent drove across the
Peloponnese, filming whatever he found. In contrast with the waving, jubilant crowds who greeted Allied troops in
France, the people he met in Greece seemed tense and exhausted. The clothes hung off their bodies, and many were
barefoot. Everywhere he found signs of malnutrition, disease and destruction. Because village schools had been burned
to the ground, children attended lessons in the open air, using rocks for desks. Viewing his film today in the comfort of
the National Archives in Washington, one sees women trying to prepare food in the ruins of a house, amid charred
timbers and piles of rubble. In the coffee-shops, the camera pans unsteadily across rows of gaunt and expressionless
faces. Perhaps the eeriest sequence shows a small town in the mountains. Although there is relatively little sign here of
physical destruction, the streets seem oddly empty. A line of women, dressed in black, can be seen moving slowly down
a road shaded by cypresses. From the cameraman's notes, we find that this was Kalavryta, in the northern Peloponnese,
almost exactly one year after all the men of the town had been shot by Wehrmacht soldiers.” Mark Mazower, Inside
Hitler's Greece: The Experience of Occupation, 1941-44, Xiv-xv.
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upon our arrival, slowly approaching us with the aid of her cane. Instantly, she had tears in her eyes, as
did Pappou, as they warmly embraced one another. Once seated, we exchanged news and updates on
the family. After a short while, Theia Pinio, looking at Pappou, started to speak about the past. She
recounted the struggles of the katochi, growing up in dire conditions while plunged into a war all
around them. Difficulties she recounted included poor clothing and shoes, the poor diets they had and
limited food, and the enormous difficulty of working the land. Then, she turned to Pappou and they
started to sing,
Epeig Yopi dev €govpe Ko Topa tpayouddpie
KO AEPE NG HaVOVAQG HOG OT)HEPA TL B pape
HOG AE€LT) HOVOLAX HOG Bor e AayovaKLO
o Sixeg Aadt kat Ywpi tpépovy ta moSapdkia®
They were both emotional. Through their singing they were able to not only express their feelings but
also, as in a ritual, create a sacred space in which to mourn. Though separated by an ocean, they were,
in that moment and with tears in their eyes, reliving a shared traumatic history in a deeply
transformative way. The war had returned home once more.

Following the Treaty of Varkiza that led to the disarmament of ELAS, right-wing paramilitary
organizations began to sweep through the villages of the Peloponnese, hunting for those who had
fought with EAM-ELAS-EPON, communists, those suspected of being aristeroi, as well as for their
respective family members. The Peloponnese had always been a stronghold of the monarchy, especially

in Lakonia province that held deeply royalist convictions.®" Organization X had a large presence in

60 This song, according to Theia Pinio, was sung by her, Pappou, Theo Kosta, and Theia Pinio's brother, Tzimi (T{ipv).

61 The slogan "Popi, EMd kot Kotoo Baoiad!" or “Bread, Olive and Kotso King (King Constantine I of Greece)” is
oftentimes associated with the Peloponnese and, in particular with Lakonia. It is often quoted with contempt by family
members. Leften Stavros Stavrianos, The Balkans since 1453, 661. Evangelos Averoff-Tossizza writes, “The Spartans
were the most conservative Greeks and a majority always belonged, and still belong, to the nationalistic Right.” He
goes on to describe Katsareas, though not by name, as an “honorable man,” and writes that on the night of March 22",
“rightist groups entered the small town of Gythion, the port of Sparta, opened the prison and killed thirty detained
communists.” Evangelos Averoff-Tossizza, By Fire and Axe: The Communist Party and the Civil War in Greece, 1944-
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Lakonia.®” Most notorious of all was the National Anti-communist Hunter Teams (EAOK) of Panos
Katsareas (I1&vog Katoapéag).® Throughout Greece, but most especially in the Peloponnese and
specifically Lakonia, the White Terror (Aevkn Tpopokpatio) was unleashed upon the local population
as militias and armed bands settled scores, vendettas, and hunted for leftists.*

Theio Yiorgo had given back his weapons after the Treaty of Varkiza. Pappou recounted to me
how, after seeing Theio Yiorgo outside Sykia upon his return from the mountains, he had failed to
recognize him. After years of hardship in the mountains fighting a prolonged guerrilla war, in addition
to having been injured in battle, Theio Yiorgo appeared like a stranger to the family. He moved to
Richia where he married Eleni Alexaki. According to Pappou, they were married only a few weeks
when chites arrested Theio Yiorgo.® Taken to Gytheio, he was imprisoned without any charges. From
prison, Theio Yiorgo wrote letters to his wife. Incarcerated with him were dozens of comrades who had
fought in the ranks of ELAS, served in the political wing of EAM, were student members of EPON, or
members of KKE.

Back in Sykia, the family was fearful of further reprisals. Theia Pinio recounted how her side of

1949 (New York: Caratzas Brothers, 1978), 218.

62 David H. Close emphasizes that “anti-communist bands” in the southern Peloponnese “outnumbered official security
forces until the end of 1946 or later.” David H. Close, “The Reconstruction of a Right-Wing State,” in The Greek Civil
War, 1943-1950: Studies of Polarization, ed. David H. Close, (New York: Routledge, 1993), 162.

63 Ioannis Karakatsianis, “A Clan-Based Society of South Greece and its Militarization After the Second World War: Some
Characteristics of Violence and the Construction of Habitus in the South Peloponnese,” History and Anthropology Vol.
21, No. 2 (2010), 132. For more see, Iavvng A. Kovtong, Ot Aipeg g Ynotayrig, Katoyn-Avtiotaon-Aneievfépwaon Me
Béon m Aakewvia kot ) Meaonvia (ABnva: Kovtong, 2003), 310-318. For an EOAK anti-communist source see,
Imopog TpravtagoArov, Ot Actoi ¢ Mdvng: EBvikai Aviikoppiovviotikai Opddes Kuvnyov (ABnva, 1949).

64 “In the Peloponnese, violence by the Right predominated, being especially widespread in Messenia, Laconia, and
Arcardia.” David H. Close and Thanos Veremis, “The Military Struggle, 1945-9” in The Greek Civil War, 1943-1950:
Studies of Polarization, ed. David H. Close, (New York: Routledge, 1993), 99. Also see “The White Terror, February
1945-March 1946 in David H. Close, The Origins of the Greek Civil War as well as, Polymeris Voglis, Becoming a
Subject: Political Prisoners during the Greek Civil War, 1945-1950 (New York: Berghahn Books, 2002), 54-58. For the
White Terror in Lakonia see, Bdyav M' Aipa ta Xwpid: Aedkwpa yia ta O0pata g Avtiotaong ot Aakovia 1o 1946
(ABnva: EBviki AAMAnAeyyon Aokeviag, 1946). On paramilitarism in the Greek Civil War see, Spyridon Tsoutsoumpis,
“Paramilitarism, Politics and Organized Crime During the Greek Civil War,” Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies Vol.
43, No. 2 (2019), 262-286. For the civil war in the Peloponnese see, Apiotog Kapapivog, O EpgiAiog IToAepiog ot
Iedomdvvnao 1946-1949 (ABrva: Loyypovn Emoyrj, 2008).

65 The place of Theio Yiorgo's arrest is unknown though most say that it was in Sykia where he was captured by chites.
This is further corroborated by Yiayia Paraskevi's lament for her son at the end of this chapter.
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the family were deksioi, forcing her to communicate with Pappou and Theio Kosta (Pappou's brother)

in secret. One night, koukouloforoi or “the hooded ones,” used to refer to bands of chites and anti-

communists who terrorized locals, banged on the door of the family house in Sykia. They shouted for

Pappou Leonidas to come out.*® Everyone in the house froze. Fearing what was to come, Pappou

Leonidas calmly opened the door. Immediately he was grabbed, thrown down, and brutally beaten with

sticks. His daughter, Theia Despina, was also taken by the men who promptly cut her hair, a visible

sign that she was from a communist family.”” Right-wing violence was widespread, alienating large

sections of the population.®® Throughout Greece, sporadic resistance was being organized once more by

KKE who, in late 1946, founded the Democratic Army of Greece (DSE).

Clashes in Lakonia started to take place between anti-communist militias or symmorites (gangs)

and the Democratic Army of the Peloponnese.® Guerrillas once more took to the Parnona and Taygetus

66
67

68

69

Pappou Leonidas was a leftist and supporter of EAM-ELAS. After all, his sons had participated in the resistance.
Tassoula Vervenioti, “Left-Wing Women between Politics and Family,” in After the War Was Over: Reconstructing the
Family, Nation, and State in Greece, 1943-1960, ed. Mark Mazower, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2000),
113. Violence against women in the Greek Civil War was widespread and brutal. Rapes, torture, executions, as well as
gendered violence including the aforementioned cutting of the hair occurred throughout the country. For more on
violence against women in the Greek Civil War see, Katherine Stefatos, “The Victimisation of the Body and the Body
Politic during the Greek Civil War, 1946-49,” in Rape in Wartime, eds. Raphaélle Branche and Fabrice Virgili, (New
York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), 47-66; Katherine Stefatos, “Engendering the Nation: Women, State Oppression and
Political Violence in Post-War Greece (1946-1974),” D.Phil. Dissertation, (University of London, 2012).

A depressing account is given by Mando Dalianis and Mark Mazower who write, “The case of Heleni is indicative: she
and her husband Kostas farmed land near Mt. Taygetos and had three very young children when Liberation came.
Kostas had been arrested by the Germans for partisan involvement and was repeatedly attacked by local right-wing
gangs in 1946-1947; this continued even after the family moved to the town of Gytheion and opened a shop. Kostas’s
brother was killed, and Heleni and Kostas were eventually forced to close their shop. In 1947, Kostas decided to join
the Democratic Army for self-protection, and his wife and children joined him early in 1948. They lived together in the
wild for about a year. When the Democratic Army began its retreat, women and children were not allowed to join the
partisans lest their crying give away their positions. Heleni and the children hid in a cave while the fighting raged
around them. When found by army soldiers, the children were emaciated, covered with urine and feces, and ridden with
lice, and they could neither see nor walk.” Mando Dalianis and Mark Mazower, “Children in Turmoil during the Civil
War: Today's Adults,” in After the War Was Over: Reconstructing the Family, Nation, and State in Greece, 1943-1960,
ed. Mark Mazower, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2000), 94.

“However, the most spectacular success of the AXE occurred in the Peloponnese. A stout royalist stronghold, this
southernmost province had witnessed only sporadic clashes and the regime stationed units of low quality in the area.”
Spyridon Plakoudas, The Greek Civil War: Strategy, Counterinsurgency and the Monarchy (New York: 1.B. Tauris,
2017), 100. Also see, Thanasis D. Sfikas, “War and Peace in the Strategy of the Communist Party of Greece, 1945-
1949,” Journal of Cold War Studies Vol. 3, No. 3 (2001), 5-30.
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mountains to fight the right-wing government and its gangs along with British and U.S. imperialism.
The British supplied and aided the Greek government after Varkiza but soon after U.S. support was
needed to secure victory through what eventually manifested into the Truman Doctrine in 1947.° KKE
was aided at various points and to various degrees by Albania, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia.”" Relations
between the USSR were more complex, given preexisting issues that went back to the original
partitioning of Europe at the end of World War II, the emerging issues of the Cold War, and
international power dynamics.” Fighting in the country prompted Greece to request assistance from the
United Nations. In turn, the UN General Assembly created the United Nations Special Committee on
the Balkans (UNSCOB).” Analysts and observers drew comparisons between the Greek Civil War and
the Spanish Civil War of a decade earlier. There were even claims that a new International Brigade
would be formed.”™ As fighting intensified throughout the country, Theio Yiorgo remained imprisoned
in Gytheio.

On March 20, 1947, andartes of the Democratic Army of the Peloponnese (DSP) ambushed and

70 For British involvement see, Heinz Richter, British Intervention in Greece: From Varkiza to Civil War, February 1945
to August 1946 (London: Merlin Press, 1985). On the development by the US and UK of the “monolith” of international
communism see, Marc J. Selverstone, Constructing the Monolith: The United States, Great Britain, and International
Communism, 1945-1950 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2009). Some scholars like Gerolymatos have even
drawn links to US involvement in the Greek Civil War to Vietnam. For more see, Howard Jones, “Mistaken Prelude to
Vietnam: The Truman Doctrine and 'A New Kind of War' in Greece,” Journal of Modern Greek Studies Vol. 10, No. 1
(1992), 121-143.

71 For more see, Nikos Marantzidis, “The Greek Civil War (1944-1949) and the International Communist System,”
Journal of Cold War Studies Vol. 15, No. 4 (2013), 25-54. For Enver Hoxha's perspective see, Enver Hoxha, Two
Friendly Peoples: Excerpts from the Political Diary and Other Documents on Albanian-Greek Relations, 1941-1984
(Tirana: "8 Néntori" Pub. House, 1985).

72 See, Peter J. Stavrakis, Moscow and Greek Communism, 1944-1949 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1989). On the
topic of percentages and the Stalin-Churchill meeting see, Albert Resis, “The Churchill-Stalin Secret 'Precentages’
Agreement on the Balkans, Moscow, October 1944,” The American Historical Review Vol. 83, No. 2 (1978), 368-387.

73 See, Amikam Nachmani, International Intervention in the Greek Civil War: The United Nations Special Committee on
the Balkans, 1947-1952 (New York: Praeger, 1990).

74 See, “A Second Spain?,” The Spectator (U.K.) No. 6195 (21 March 1947), 290; “Greece---Second Spain?,” Council
Bluffs Nonpareil (Council Bluffs, Iowa) Vol. 90, No. 67, March 08, 1947, 6; Peter Calvocoressi, “Issues in Greece,” The
Spectator (U.K.) No. 6212 (18 July 1947), 70-71; Stathis N. Kalyvas, “How Not to Compare Civil Wars: Greece and
Spain,” in “If You Tolerate This...”: The Spanish Civil War in the Age of Total War, eds. Martin Baumeister and Stefanie
Schiiler-Springorum, (New York: Campus Verlag, 2008), 247-263. On the subject of an International Brigade in the
Greek Civil War see, Thanasis D. Skifas, “Spanish Echoes in Greece, 1946-1949: The Myth of the Participation of an
'International Brigade' in the Greek Civil War,” Journal of Modern Greek Studies Vol. 15, No. 1 (1997), 87-101.
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killed EAOK's leader, Panos Katsareas.” Upon hearing of his death in Mani, right-wing monarcho-

fascist paramilitaries (members of EAOK, chites, and locals) gathered in Gytheion, Katsareas's

hometown.” Under the leadership of Kostas Bathrelos (Kootag MnaBpéAog), a band of EAOK

members went to the prison of Gytheio on March 21 in the late morning.”” The prison guards,

numbering no more than a few dozen, turned over the keys to Bathrelos without any resistance.

According to Rizospastis, upon hearing that Katsareas had been killed, the prisoners had requested that

the prison be made more secure, fearing retaliation.”® Opening the cells, the anti-communist

paramilitaries loaded up the political prisoners onto a military vehicle (most likely a military truck) and

transported them to the plateia of Gytheio.” Once there, the EAOK members opened fire on the truck,

killing Theio Yiorgo and the 31 other political prisoners.* According to Pappou, the bodies were
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79
80

The date is somewhat contested (March 20, 21, and 22) and information about the events of these days seems to be
muddled. What is known for certain is the brutal reality of these few days in late March 1947. For example, an article
from Rizospastis dated June 3, 1947 states that both the killing of Katsareas and subsequent slaughter at Gytheio took
place on the same day (March 21, 1947). Another text lists two competing dates (March 21 and March 22). H Tpiypovn
Enonotia tov Anpokpatikod Ztipatod EAAGSag 1946-1949 (Abnva: Piloondotng — Zoyyxpovn Emoxn, 2011), 343, 345.
Xovroun 1otopia Tov KKE Mépog A 1918-1949 (Abnva: 'Exdoon g KE tov KKE, 1988), 258-259. Yiannis
Karakatsianis also acknowledges that there is disagreement over details of the events surrounding the death of
Katsareas. Ioavvng A. Kapakatoiavng, “H Mavn otov [ToAepo: Katoyn, Avtiotaon kot Epgoiog,” Ph.D. Dissertation,
(University of Athens, 2010), 303.

Throughout the Greek Civil War, KKE referred to the right-wing paramilitary gangs as monarcho-fascist
(povapyoeaoioteg). Pravda, the newspaper of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) described these forces
in the same way throughout the Greek Civil War (Russian: MoHapxuuecKo-(aIlmcTCKOro).

“March 21. — The Ministry of Public Order stated that 40 people were killed when a right-wing armed band attacked the
prison at Gythion, a port in the northern Peloponnesus.” Chronology of International Events and Documents, Vol. 3,
No. 6 (March 10-23, 1947), 163. N.B. MnaBpéAog is also MnaBpéAAog in some sources, Some reports put the number
of paramilitaries at as low as a few dozen while others say it was as high as 200.

“H Tpaywdia tav duioxkav tov I'ubeiov,” Pioondotng (Apif. @OAAov 10,082), June 3, 1947, 3.

The political prisoners were described as “Leftists,” “Reds,” and “Communists” by the press.

Iwdvvng A. Kapakatoiavng, “H Mavn otov IToAepo: Katoyrn, Avtiotaon kot EpgoAtog,” 309-310. The agreed upon
number is 32 prisoners who were killed. Other numbers ranging from 30-35 have also been put forward. Polymeris
Voglis, Becoming a Subject: Political Prisoners during the Greek Civil War, 1945-1950 (New York: Berghahn Books,
2002), 150. For a complete list of those executed see, Emecav yia m {wn: 'Hpwes — Mdaptupeg Aaikadv,
AnedevBepwtikawv Aydvwv Topog EfSopog B' (ABnva: 'Exdoon tng Kevipikng Emtponrig tov Koppouviotikod
Koéppatog EAAGSac, 2009), 16-18. Theio Yiorgo is recorded in the following books: [[TEQPT'TOX KAXEIAAKOX
(MITOYAAXANHZY)]: I'wpyog Koxkkopng “Kokkopdxng,” ITikpég AArjBsieg (ABnva, 1989), 284-285; Encoav yia ™
{wnj: 'Hpweg — Mdptupeg Aaikawv, AnedevBepwtikodv Aydvwv Topog EfSopog I (ABrva: ExSoon g Kevipikig
Emtponm|g tov Koppovviotikod Képpatog EAAGSag, 2010), 362-363; [Incorrect names: Iw. Aewv. Kaowddaxog, 1.
Kaodaxog, I, Kaoiddakog [Zvkid], Kaoidakog T'avvngl: Tavvng Aswv. Aégag, Xihiadeg Téaaepig Xtavpoi oto
Moaptupiko Mwpia (ABnva: AAgelog, 2007), 281; Kavotavtivog Mnpovoaing, Ot Avurtotaktol: To Aevtepo Aviaptiko
omv ITeAomovvnoo (ABnva: TTapackrvio, 2008), 182; Encoav yia ™ (wi): 'Hpwes — Maptupeg Aaikov,
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dumped in a mass grave on or near the stratopedo (oTpatdnedo) or “military base” in Gytheio.?! That
same day, another seven were also executed, including women in a separate prison. One of the killers in
the team of Yiannis Pavlakos (I'évvng ITavAdkog), a virulent anti-communist leader of the chites and
EAOQOK, speaking to his aunt about the massacre said,

XopornSdovoav, Ogia, ot QUAAKIOHEVOL, GOV GYAYIEVA KOTOTIOLAX!®

They were jumping, auntie, the prisoners, like slaughtered chickens!

The world reaction was immediate. Newspapers all over the world from The New York Times
and Manchester Guardian to The Palestine Post and Nippon Times (Japan) carried the story of the mass
execution of political prisoners in Gytheio.® In the United States Congress, while debating the $400
million in military and economic aid to Greece and Turkey as part of Truman's request, Senator Ralph
Edward Flanders (Republican) of Vermont and Senator Edwin Carl Johnson (Democrat) of Colorado
both referenced the killings at Gytheio. Senator Flanders cited the killings on the Senate floor, reading
from an article written by Raymond Daniell on page six of The New York Times on April 8, 1947.%
Senator Johnson stated,

Mr. President, a few days ago the newspapers carried reports of the murder of
32 political prisoners being held in the prison of the city of Gythion in
Southern Peloponesos by Royalist terrorists. The Government declared
martial law in that section and General Zervas rushed to the spot personally
to take care of the situation. Three weeks elapsed and not one of the
murderers had been arrested. Instead, General Zervas used the forces under

him to fight the Leftist guerriallas (sic) of the region. Does our State
Department really expect the guerrillas to hand over their guns to General

AnedevBeptikav Ayovwy Topog ERdopog B' (ABnva: Exdoon g Kevipikng Emtponng tov Koppouviotikon
Koppatog EAAGSag, 2009), 17; Tavvng Aswv. Aépag, O Anpokpatikog Ztpatdg Iledomovvioov: Anpiovpyla — Avamroén
— Hrra (ABnva: AAgelog, 1998), 116. Under Xvkia there is no mention of Yiorgos Kasidakos in, Kaatag
BouytovkAakng, Ot Ilpwtondpot tov Aycyva: H Efvikn Avtiotaon ot Aakwvia (ABnva: Kaotaviatng, 1987), 291.

81 It is interesting to note here that Pappou in his statement said that his brother Yiorgos has died as a political prisoner of
the Germans. Could it be that he saw the chites and koukouloforoi as indistinguishable from the Germans?

82 Iwavvng A. Kapakatolavng, “H Mavn atov ITéAepo: Katoyr|, Avtiotaon kot Epeohog,” 310.

83 See Appendix for news sources.

84 United States of America Congressional Record Proceedings and Debates of the 80" Congress: First Session Vol. 93,
Part 3 (Washington: United States Government Printing Office, 1947), 3339.
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Zervas? Do we hope to spread American democracy and ideals through such
a man?®

Just the day before on March 20, 1947, Yiannis Zevgos (I'tavvng Z€fyog), an important figure in KKE
and EAM, was killed in Thessaloniki. Writing on behalf of the Central Committee of the Political
Coalition of the Parties of EAM, Nikos Zachariadis and Alkiviadis Loulis addressed the executions in
Gytheio, writing,

Inpepa eyvoodn vEo PPIKTO EyKANHA. UHHOPIEG KLBEPVNTIKEG amyayav

a6 TG PuAakég I'uBeiov 32 Kpatovpévoug SNHOKPATIKOVG, TOLG OTIOI0VG

katéo@adav padli pe GAAovg 7 moAiteg Snpokpatikong.®

Martial law was declared throughout Lakonia, and the Ministers of War, George Stratos; Public

Order, Napoleon Zervas; and Interior, George Papandreou were dispatched to Gytheio to assess and
control the situation. Zervas was personally tasked with securing the region and curbing all
paramilitary violence. Yet, I could find no evidence the perpetrators of the mass execution were ever
charged or arrested. British official sources spoke of “savage Right-wing reprisals in Gytheion” and the
“massacre of thirty-two Left-wing prisoners.”®” Worst of all, this horrific event is only one of the
countless that tore Greece apart, village by village, family by family. The Greek Civil War left a lasting
mark on all the people who experienced it.

News of the execution of Theio Yiorgo quickly reached both Sykia and Richia. Eleni burned all

of the letters she had received from Theio Yiorgo, fearing for her safety in an increasing atmosphere of

85 Ibid., 3510. Senator Johnson was against military assistance to the Greek government. He stated, “ In effect, the
pending measure puts the military forces of America in charge of the warfare of the present Greek government against
the rebel guerrilla fighters in the mountains of Greece, many of whom are fighting for the same precious principles we
fought for in 1776.” Ibid., 3761.

86 Nikog Zayapiadng, Ynép Bopudv kot Eotiov: Anavia ta Anpooievpéva, 1946-1947 (ABnva: Kaotaviotng, 2011), 461-
466.

87 “Greece: Security Situation in the Peloponnese” and “Greece: Present State of Law and Order,” in British Documents
on Foreign Affairs: Reports and Papers from the Foreign Office Confidential Print: Part IV From 1946 through 1950:
Series F Europe 1947: Volume 12: Bulgaria, Greece and Roumania, January 1947-December 1947, eds. Denis Smyth
and Andre Gerolymatos, (University Publications of America, 2001), 200-201, 208.
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paranoia and terror.?® Pappou Leonidas, Yiayia Paraskevi, and the family were never able to bury Theio
Yiorgo. His body was never returned, and its current location remains a mystery, though many have
speculated on its whereabouts. Now a widow, Eleni, having conceived no child with Theio Yiorgo, after
remarried after a period of mourning. The family lived in a constant state of fear. By the end of the
Greek Civil War, they had left Sykia, building a new life in Pireaus. Pappou Leonidas would open a
small kafeneio (coffee shop) and worked at a local school in the Kallipoli (KaAAinoAn) neighborhood
of Pireaus. Writing in his book Mvrjpeg (Memories), Panagiotis Manitaras writes,

Mg va Eexdowm Ko Tov pnappmna Aewvida Kaolddko and 1o xmplo Zukid,

TIoL €lya TNV TOXN VA TOV YVOPIom KAl Vo ToV €Xe YOpw oTa 18 xpovia

yettova oto payadi pov kot va (o padi 1o Spapa Tov amod To ASIKOXXHEVO

TIAAKGPL Tov, payntr tov EAAY, mov Bpébnke ot @uAakr tov I'uBeiov peta

NV aneAeLBEPOON Kol GPAYTNKE Pe AAAX €IKOO1 OXESOV TAAKAPIX OO TOVG

OLVEPYATEG TOL €X0p0OD, TOTE EKTEAETNV O1 OPSEG AXVTEG KOl TOV LTIEVBLVO Kat

otéhexog Tov EAM tov KapovAdko tov xwptobd BAayiwn.*

The family experienced countless difficulties. Pappou admitted to having signed a statement
recanting his communist views. Ashamed, he told me this was the only way he could return to Sykia.*
Other family members signed similar statements. Trauma gave way to pain and sorrow. In an official
document attained at the KEP in Pireaus dated 1949, the living children of Pappou Leonidas and Yiayia

Paraskevi were listed without any mention of their now deceased son, Yiorgo. It was as if he had never

existed. In a matter of years, he was nowhere to be found, not even in the records of the state. He

88 “On the night of Thursday, September 13™ 2018, I called my Theia Evie, and she had told me that Theio Yiorgo's wife.
Eleni, had died but that her daughter, Bava was alive and lived in Pireaus. My Theia Voula called and after explaining
who we were, the phone was passed to me. It was as if I had passed into another dimension. History collided with me
and I heard stories over the phone that I had only imagined in my mind. After the agreement at Varkiza, my uncle was
captured from Sykia by chites and imprisoned in Gytheio having only committed the crime of serving in ELAS. He,
from what I was told by Vana, corresponded with his wife, Vana's mother, and letters were exchanged. Yiorgos was
executed along with all of the prisoners in Gytheio in March of 1947. All of the letters that Eleni had received from
Yiorgos were burned. Eleni feared that she too would be imprisoned and the letters were evidence to be used against
her. Thus, his memory passed into history.” From my notes dated September 14", 2018. While speaking with Vana, she
was overcome with emotion, speaking about how we would have been family.

89 TITavayliotng Moavitapag (Aoyayog €.a. Avtiotaciakog), Mviues (Tlelpondg, 1991), 108.

90 On the declaration of repentance (dilosi metanoias) see, Polymeris Voglis, Becoming a Subject, 74-86.
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remained unburied, and yet, the silence of his unjust death was deafening. What could the family do?
His existence became intertwined with a familial code of silence. This silence remained a deep part of
our family life until now. When asked if Pappou remembered a funeral dirge (potpoAdt) that Yiayia

Paraskevi sung for Theio Yiorgo, he was able to recall the following lament,®!

Ayopt pov koAb Tadidt exel mov mdg
KOl €YQ TGVTa B o€ TTEPIPEV® VA OV XTUTINOELG TI TTOPTA
QTEPA KO TTOVTIOLAX EXEL 1] HOOPT KOTX

TOOEG POPEG Bt KAPTEPD VA [HOL XTLTNOEL 1) TTOPTX

nond1d oo 6ived ovpBouAn
va pn {noete ekdiknon
Ba BaAw mETpa TN KapSik

VO U1 TIATE THO® 0T LUK

Kol 0 Og0g g Toug Kpivel

91 Iknow for sure Yiayia Konstantina was a potpoAoyiotpa and performed laments in the traditional style. I am unsure if
Yiayia Paraskevi was. For more see, Anuntpng 0. KatoouvAdkog , “H Katoxn kot o Epgoitog TToAepog péoa amo to
AokwVviko MopoAdt,” Néa Eotia 1845 (2011), 1079-1092.
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HISTORICAL TRAUMA: THE HIDDEN WOUNDS OF WAR

L’ é0noav oe P10 YOVIA KL T)oouva VEO TIOAANKAPL
0’ €0TNOAV OF€ PO YOVIK KL TAVE TEGOEPOL PAVTAPOL
0’ €0TNOAV O€ P10 YOVIX KO OTHaSEDAV TNV KapSid Gov
0’ €0TNOAV O€ P10 YOVIX KL )TV TIPOL KO TAyOVLA
Y& KaptepOLOE 1 {WT KAl P TRPASOVAEDTPU HAVA
K1 €YIVEC KEIVO TO TIP®I KOKKIVO KPivo aTnyv aAdva
Zmv Adava

As the music started playing, the melody all too familiar, Pappou took a deep breath. Slowly
rising to his feet, he spread out his arms, moving to the music as if performing a ritual. His eyes quickly
filled with tears. Rhythmically he moved in circles, bending down as he swayed his arms only to get up
again and move back, holding his komboloi (kopmoAo), or “worry beads,” in his hand. Those of us
around him gathered at his feet, clapping to the beat of the song. This was Pappou's tribute to Theio
Yiorgo. Stin Alana or “In the Vacant Lot,” sung by Georgios Dalaras, was the song that would always
bring my Pappou to tears as he remembered the execution of his brother.”

The study of historical trauma is a rapidly expanding field, rich with the narratives of
communities that have experienced, through time, multi-layered forms of oppression and violence,
most notably indigenous communities in settler-colonial contexts and communities of color. The study
of historical trauma began by looking at how Holocaust trauma was passed from parents to children.”
Since then, it has expanded to include colonized indigenous peoples, African-Americans, and even

survivors of the 1948 Nakba in Palestine. Given all the challenges in trying to define historical trauma,

I would like to provide the schema put forward by Mohatt et al.:

92 While the song actually refers to the execution of Aristidis Pagkratidis (Apioteiéng ITaykpatiéng) in 1968, the beauty of
this song is its ability to be multivocal, that is, to provide different meanings to people simultaneously. Thus, while not a
song about the katochi or emfilios, it is often read and interpreted that way by those listening.

93 See, Natan P. F. Kellermann, “Transmission of Holocaust Trauma — An Integrative View,” Psychiatry: Interpersonal
and Biological Processes Vol. 64 (2001), 256-267.
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Historical Trauma - Three Primary Elements:*

1. A “trauma” or wounding.

2. Trauma is shared by a group of people, rather than individually experienced.

3. Trauma spans multiple generations, such that contemporary members of the
affected group may experience trauma-related symptoms without having been
present for the past traumatizing event(s).

Certainly, we can apply historical trauma to those who experienced nearly a decade of war in
Greece. The execution of Theio Yiorgo, coupled with the other traumatic events witnessed and
experienced, whether physically and/or psychologically, meet the first criterion for the family.
Secondly, the trauma of these events were shared by a group of people. At the core of that group of
people are those who had an intimate relationship with the person(s) who were victims. These include
family (extended family in some cases and depending on proximity, etc.), comrades (comrades-in-arms,
EAM-ELAS), and friends. Beyond that core group of people, and not necessarily less impacted than the
core, is the larger community that can be the village or neighborhood, a military unit, a political party,
or one's workplace. In the diagram on the next page, I seek to outline this schema in a general way to
help grasp not only how trauma impacts groups but also to show the intersectional way in which
trauma disrupts entire communities. I include three generations (Grandparents — Parents — Children) to
indicate how trauma is passed down from generation to generation or how trauma can be
intergenerational, should the multiple generations experience it in the same way and within a larger

group. How would we define groups in a civil war?

94 Nathaniel Vincent Mohatt, Azure B. Thompson, Nghi D. Thai, and Jacob Kraemer Tebes, “Historical Trauma as Public
Narrative: A Conceptual Review of How History Impacts Present-Day Health,” Social Science & Medicine Vol. 106
(2014), 128.

27



COMMUNITY
-Village/Town/City/Nation

oge v
-Military Grandparents
[ ]
TRAUMA — B> CORE v
\ -Family Parclents
\ ~ -Comrades v
E
N riends Children
-Politics %
-Ideology
-Economy

The case of the Greek Civil War is unique since the grouping is by political affiliation more so
than ethnic or religious. While there were ethnic conflicts within the Greek Civil War, for example with
the Slavic-speaking population (some of whom identified as Macedonians), for many, the conflict tore
apart communities that were relatively homogeneous in terms of language, culture, and religion. Thus,
the main identities that differentiated people were political; are you a leftist or are you a rightist?
Growing up in the Greek diaspora in the United States, the entire Greek community was divided into
those who were collaborators, fascists, and royalists, versus those who were communists, socialists

(PASOK), or some variation therein.” Families were stigmatized by their political affiliations during

95 On the left, identity has been marked by music, art, culture, literature, in addition to organized political organizations.
For us, it was marked by music, ta andartika and Pappou's VHS tape of the Soviet Red Army Choir. Additionally,
Christianity was also politicized in our family, with family members claiming that Christianity was in and of itself
communist, and that Christ was the first communist. This was of course not unheard of and even ELAS had clerics like
Germanos Dimakos (Papa Anypomonos). Theia Maria always invokes the scriptural passage O €xwv 8§00 x1TOVag
HETaSOT® Tw N €xovtt or “Whoever has two tunics should share with him who has none” (Luke 3:11) to say that Christ
was a communist (John the Baptist actually said those words). It was in a way a type of liberation theology without
having had contact with it. Yiayia had a classic story which she would tell us all the time. It was, I might add,
politicized in the way mentioned above. It went like this: One night, a rich man prayed to the Lord asking him to join
him for a banquet to celebrate a feastday. The Lord responded to the man's prayers and told him that he would come.
The following evening, the man had prepared an amazing banquet for the Lord, setting out his finest china, crystal, and
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the war, which impacted communities for decades thereafter.” Pappou would recount to me who in our
church were royalists, or those who had been with “the Germans.” Many of them Pappou simply
referred to as fascists, especially those who held racist and chauvinist beliefs, even if they considered
themselves Democrats in the United States.

One of the most striking aspects of thinking about my family's trauma is their silence. Family
members were rarely open about the past. When they were, the atmosphere was one of almost ritual
mourning like the song Theia Pinio and Pappou sung. Yet, in thinking about how trauma is passed on, it
doesn't necessarily require that we hear the stories of the war or see the horrific images in order to be
impacted. People change in profound ways as a result of war. Common instances of loud noises or a
plane flying overhead can trigger flashbacks. Everything from their melancholic states and anger, their
hoarding and saving of everything, as well as their constant dreaming of the past, is deeply connected
with their traumatic experiences. Was it possible that my grandparents suffered from war trauma or
even Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)? While this question will remain forever unanswered, one
thing I am certain of is that they suffered in silence.

Years after Yiayia passed away, I was told that while in Montreal, Yiayia had attempted to
commit suicide by jumping off a balcony. Why? Could it be from those experiences, of which I only

heard fragments of throughout my youth? On one occasion, Yiayia spoke of bearing witness to a public

silverware. He heard a knock at the door. Rushing to the door he opened it up only to find that it was a hungry old man.
“Go away!” he exclaimed! “I am waiting for a very important guest,” and slammed the door on the old man. A little
while later, he hears a knock on the door once more and rushes to the door. Upon opening it he finds a shivering
woman, holding an infant. “Go away!” he exclaimed! “I am busy right now!” and he slammed the door on the woman
and child. A little later on, the man hears a knock on the door once more and rushes to the door. Upon opening the door
he finds a very sick man who is in need of urgent care. “Get out of here!” he screams and slams the door shut. As the
night progressed, there was still no sign of the Lord. Now very late, the man prayed to the Lord asking why he did not
come as promised. The Lord appeared and responded, “I came three times but you didn't recognize me and each time
you turned me away.”

96 While conducting fieldwork in Richia, Laurie Kain Hart describes how deeply divided the village was over political
affiliation and the reluctance and silence to speak about the war. She also writes about the German airstrip at Molaoi.
See, Laurie Kain Hart, Time, Religion, and Social Experience in Rural Greece (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 1992),
78-80.
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execution in Molaoi, which, after the person was killed, ended in decapitation. To make matters worse,
the soldiers (unknown but from what I gathered, deksioi) then started to kick the severed head to each
other as if they were playing football (soccer).” War does horrific things not only to a person's body but
also to their mind, to their very being. But what does it do to the generations that come after the
traumatic events took place?

While working with survivors and descendants of the Armenian Genocide (1914-1918),
researchers discovered that even into the second-generation “almost a century later, the negative
consequences along with forms of positive elaboration of the same traumatic experience though fading
from generation to generation are still present, active and widespread.”*® Alexander Etkind, using the
“Fifty-Year Effect” theories presented by Stephen Greenblatt and Dmitry Bykov, writes,

I would speculate that the historical processes of catastrophic scale traumatize

the first generation of descendants, and it is their daughters and sons — the

grandchildren of the victims, perpetrators, and onlookers — who produce the

work of mourning for their grandparents: mass graves for the generation of

terror, trauma for the first postcatastrophic generation, and mourning for the

second.”
This differentiation between trauma and mourning is of critical importance for Etkind. Using Sigmund
Freud's classical definitions for mourning and melancholia, Etkind writes that “trauma is a response to

a condition that had been experienced by the self; mourning is a response to a condition of the other.”'®

97 The cutting of heads occurred with horrific frequency during the occupation and the Greek Civil War (ex. Velouchiotis
and Tzavelas). For example, “In November 1947, it was alleged that the Greek Government was encouraging 'head
hunting', and photographs were published in foreign newspapers of members of the Greek Government forces carrying
or exhibiting human heads On November 13™, Rentis, the Minister of Public Order, explained to foreign journalists that
the insurgents were 'criminals', with a price on their heads, and that it was an old Greek custom to 'produce the head'
when demanding payment. However, he said he had ordered the custom to stop.” Edgar O'Ballance, The Greek Civil
War 1944-1949 (New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1966), 150. Also Laurie Kain Hart mentions how locals remember
severed heads hanging from trees in the village of Richia near Molaoi. Laurie Kain Hart, Time, Religion, and Social
Experience in Rural Greece, 80.

98 Hatsantour Karenian, Miltos Livaditis, Sirpouhi Karenian, Kyriakos Zafiriadis, Valentini Bochtsou, and Kiriakos
Xenitidis, “Collective Trauma Transmission and Traumatic Reactions Among Descendants of Armenian Refugees,”
International Journal of Social Psychiatry Vol. 57, No. 4 (2010), 335.

99 Alexander Etkind, Warped Mourning: Stories of the Undead in the Land of the Unburied (Stanford: Stanford University
Press, 2013), 3.

100 Ibid., 14.
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Thus, it is an individual's “representational inability” to “represent the traumatic situation” that makes it
trauma. Moreover, Michael S. Roth theorizes that trauma ceases to be trauma once it is brought into the
realm of the narrative and turned into a part of everyday life."" For Roth, “in facing a genuine historical
trauma, only silence appears, at least to some, an honorable response because it does not trivialize the
event.”'*
Silence was very much a part of the “Stone Years” (ITétpiva Xpovia) in post-Civil War Greece.
The family remained silent about Theio Yiorgo and their experiences during the war. Fighters in the
DSE, members of KKE, children, and many others were either internally displaced or became political
refugees in Hungary or the USSR.'® At some point during these years, family members have said that
Theio Niko spent time in internal exile on the island of Ikaria for being a communist and fighter in
ELAS." Pappou was always paranoid about people hearing that we were leftists and supportive of the
communists. In order to purify the Greek body-politic, all impurities, namely communist and leftist

thinking, needed to be excised.'” Thus a regime of surveillance and intelligence gathering (creation of

the fakeloi), loyalty oaths, repentance certificates, and civic-mindedness certificates became

101 Michael S. Roth, Memory, Trauma, and History: Essays on Living with the Past (New York: Columbia University
Press, 2012), 82-83.

102 Ibid., 84.

103 See, Kostis Karpozilos, “The Defeated of the Greek Civil War: From Fighters to Political Refugees in the Cold War,”
Journal of Cold War Studies Vol. 16, No. 3 (2014), 62-87.

104 Here is an interesting note connecting the situation of internally exiled prisoners in Ikaria to the slaughter in Gytheio.
“The worst fear was to be sent to Makronisos, and the final determination for that punishment was made not by Louras
but rather by an official in Evdilos. There, a certain gendarme, a man who allegedly executed thirty-two prisoners in
Gytheion, southern Greece, would conduct the interrogation. If the 'Butcher of Gytheion' could not persuade the
accused to reform his ways and renounce Communism and sign a dilosis, he dispatched them to Makronisos. Rumor
had it that the ships transporting the prisoners were equipped with torture chambers.” Anthony J. Papalas, Rebels and
Radicals: Icaria 1600-2000 (Wauconda: Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, 2005), 278.

105 The Greek government sought to unify the nation-state through the use of right-wing nationalism and, in particular, the
church and the Greek language. Loring Danforth and Riki Van Boeschoten write, “The defining characteristics of the
Greek nation, according to the particular version of Greek nationalist ideology that dominated Greek society in the
decades after the Civil War, were first and foremost Orthodox Christianity and the Greek language. That is why
communism, associated as it was with atheism and Slavic-speaking peoples to the north, has been perceived by Greek
nationalists as such a serious threat to both the sovereignty of the Greek state and the purity of the Greek nation. Other
important values in traditional Greek national ideology include xenophobia, a commitment to the nuclear family, and
support for the military and the monarchy.” Loring M. Danforth and Riki Van Boeschoten, Children of the Greek Civil
War: Refugees and the Politics of Memory (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2012), 106.
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prerequisites to be a “healthy” Greek citizen.'” Those communists and leftists who survived the war
were forced on many occasions to sign renunciation statements rejecting communism or risk not being
allowed into their village, not having access to certain government services, or not finding
employment. The recognition of the resistance, of the heroic EAM-ELAS, was forbidden, banished
from public memory.'”’

In the 1950s Yiayia and Pappou emigrated to Canada. They were married in Montreal and had
my mom and uncle shortly thereafter. Mom grew up in Greece, having been sent there when she was an
infant, and returned to Canada as a small girl. Flipping through photo albums in my childhood, I
stumbled upon Pappou's pictures of Expo 67 in Montreal. Pappou is seen posing outside of the USSR's
pavilion wearing a sombrero. The hammer and sickle were imposing in the background. Most of their
beloved crystal glasses came from socialist Czechoslovakia. Yet, Yiayia and Pappou reminded me of
chameleons, blending in with our Greek diaspora community in Worcester, MA. They never uttered a
word about their families' political affiliations to EAM-ELAS and KKE. How could they? Nicholas
Gage, the writer of Eleni, was a member of our community of St. Spyridon. Others had been children
taken from Greece to Hungary and other socialist republics after the Greek Civil War. When I
confronted Pappou about this some years ago, he seemed perturbed and agitated by my criticism. “You
don't know what we went through,” he would say. Staying alive, pushing on, and burying the past

behind them was all they could do.

106 Minas Samatas, “A Brief History of the Anticommunist Surveillance in Greece and its Lasting Impact,” in Histories of
State Surveillance in Europe and Beyond, eds. Kees Boersma, Rosamunde Van Brakel, Chiara Fonio, and Pieter
Wagenaar, (New York: Routledge, 2014), 55. For a comparison with McCarthyism and Greek anti-communism see,
Minas Samatas, “Greek McCarthyism: A Comparative Assessment of Greek Post-Civil War Repressive
Anticommunism and the U.S. Truman-McCarthy Era,” Journal of the Hellenic Diaspora Vol.13, No. 3-4 (1986), 5-75.

107 Jenny Edkins writes, “As far as memory is concerned, how we remember a war, for example, and the way in which we
acknowledge and describe what we call trauma can be very much influenced by dominant views, that is, by the state.
However, it is not determined by them: their influence, and the state structure itself, can be contested and challenged.
Forms of statehood in contemporary society, as forms of political community, are themselves produced and reproduced
through social practices, including practices of trauma and memory.” Jenny Edkins, Trauma and the Memory of Politics
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003), 11.
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NECROPOLITICS: WAR, DEATH & MEMORY

Men make their own history, but they do not make it
just as they please; they do not make it under
circumstances chosen by themselves, but under
circumstances directly found, given and transmitted
from the past. The tradition of all the dead generations
weighs like a nightmare on the brain of the living.

Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire'®

That we are heirs does not mean that we have or that
we receive this or that, some inheritance that enriches
us one day with this or that, but that the being of what
we are is first of all inheritance, whether we like it or
know it or not.

Jacques Derrida, Specters of Marx'”

Haunting is a constituent element of modern social life.
It is neither pre-modern superstition nor individual
psychosis; it is a generalizable social phenomenon of
great import. To study social life one must confront the
ghostly aspects of it.

Avery Gordon, Ghostly Matters'"’

Yiayia would always take us to Church. She was a deeply religious woman with a profound

love for the Orthodox Church. It was a type of rural piety that is rapidly vanishing today. One of the

most important days to attend church was on a Psihosavato (YvxooaBpato) or “Saturday of the

Souls.”""" In the morning, my brother and I would wake up at Yiayia and Pappou's house, where we

usually spent our weekends. Taking the koliva “boiled wheat,” which was completely covered with

powdered sugar and Jordan almonds, we headed off to Church. With us were the names of our deceased

for the priest to read during the service. During the memorial, the priest might read anywhere from a

108 Karl Marx, “The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte,” in The Marx-Engels Reader, ed. Robert C. Tucker, (New

York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1978), 595.

109 Jacques Derrida, Specters of Marx (New York, Routledge, 1994), 68.
110 Avery F. Gordon, Ghostly Matters: Haunting and the Sociological Imagination (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota

Press, 1997), 7.

111 Yiayia said the most important Psichosavato was ton Ierousalim or “of Jerusalem.” What Yiayia was probably referring

to was the Saturday of the Souls before Pentecost.
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couple to a few hundred names on pieces of paper of all shapes, colors, and sizes. It is fascinating to
identify the families in one's community based on their names since Greek culture follows certain
naming patterns based on region and circumstances. Always on our list of names was Yiorgos
(George). From early on, I noticed that my mom's brother was named George, Theio Niko had a son
named George, Theio Kosta had a son named George, and even Theia Dina's son was named George.
There were Georges all around me yet Theio Yiorgo remained a mystery. My inquiries were brushed
aside. For years, the family remained fairly mute about it, giving only sparse information. He had died
in the war. Move on. Well, if he had died in the war, where was he buried? Silence.

Michael Herzfeld writes that “a baptismal name is a link with past generations.”''* Greek
naming customs were rigid depending on the region, though exceptions would be made for those who
died “childless or at an early age.”'"® Thus, Yiorgos having died in his twenties, a newly wed with no
children, meant that one of the subsequent males born to his siblings would be named Yiorgos. With no
knowledge of the aforementioned information, I was standing before a wall. The silence was
overwhelming. Where was Theio Yiorgo? Who was he? We had no pictures, no records, absolutely
nothing save for the name Yiorgos itself. As I got older, more politically involved, and interested in the
struggles in Greece, Pappou slowly started to give me further clues about our past.'*

In the Spring of 2014, Pappou finally revealed that Theio Yiorgo had been killed sometime in
the spring of 1947 in Gytheio. The family had never received the body. Instantly, I felt as if a bomb had
hit the room. Pappou, grief having swept over him, told me that his body was most likely buried in the

stratopedo of Gytheio. How could we bury the war behind us when Theio Yiorgo was still unburied,

112 Michael Herzfeld, “When Exceptions Define the Rules: Greek Baptismal Names and the Negotiation of Identity,”
Journal of Anthropological Research Vol. 38, No. 3 (1982), 292.

113 Ibid., 294.

114 T was one of those teenagers in high school who instead of having posters of bands, cars, or motorcycles, I had my walls
adorned with a poster of Chairman Mao Zedong, a poster of Lenin, and the Red Banner.
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dumped in a mass grave in an unknown location, without anyone to commemorate him or light a candle
for him? I wondered how much pain it must have caused the family, particularly Yiayia Paraskevi and
Pappou Leonidas, to be unable to complete the customary funeral rituals of the Greek Orthodox
Church. There had been no closure. Like an infected wound, time and silence had merely hidden what
was a permanent pain for the family, especially Pappou. A funeral would have allowed for at least some
closure, providing the family with the opportunity to perform the rituals, pass through the period of
mourning (liminal state), and move forward with life. There was no moving forward when the Greek
state, having viewed the communists as the main enemy for decades, politicized the corpse, and now
bones, of Theio Yiorgo and thousands of others. Mass graves throughout Greece have become
politically charged sites, where bodies remain unexhumed.

One of the best examples of necropolitics in Greece is the island of Lesvos, known as the “red
island,” for KKE's historic and current presence there. After the Greek Civil War, locals took the
initiative to exhume their loved ones, comrades, friends, and/or neighbors in a depoliticized manner.
According to Katerina Stefatos and losif Kovras, this depoliticized manner by which they went about
recovering their loved one's remains was “perceived as an instrument deployed by local communities
and relatives to protect their children from traumatic truths, thus breaking the cycle of trauma and
violence.”""> There is tremendous importance placed on knowing the fate of the dead, the preservation
of their memory through annual commemorations as well as the “symbolic capital of the bones.”'!®

Thus, while Greece failed to exhume the dead and maintained a policy of silence, “the exhumations in

Lesvos show that local communities can resist hegemonic silence...the experience of Lesvos illustrates

115 Katerina Stefatos and Iosif Kovras, “Buried Silences of the Greek Civil War,” in Necropolitics: Mass Graves and
Exhumations in the Age of Human Rights, eds. Francisco Ferrandiz and Antonius Robben, (Philadelphia, PA: University
of Pennsylvania Press, 2015), 175.

116 Ibid.
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that people do not forget...in fact, in Lesvos exhumations were subtle acts of resistance.”""” While
exhumations have been successful on Lesvos, there is little to no chance of this happening in Lakonia.
One may ask why there is so much invested in the body and in needing to bury it properly?

Death is a major topic in anthropology, and given the limited space, we will not delve into all of
its complexity. Of particular import is Arnold Van Gennep's The Rites of Passage, where rituals,
primarily life events, including birth and death, follow multiple periods of change or transition. Gennep
writes,

Mourning, which I formerly saw simply as an aggregate of taboos and negative practices

marking an isolation from society of those whom death, in its physical reality, had placed in

a sacred, impure state, now appears to me to be a more complex phenomenon. It is a

transitional period for the survivors, and they enter it through rites of separation and emerge

from it through rites of reintegration into society (rites of the lifting of mourning).'®

Thus, a tripartite structure outlining the transformations in the states of being becomes apparent. Using

the model from Loring Danforth's book, I have constructed a tripartite model for death in Greece."

Death in Greece Rites of Incorporation

Rites of Seperation Bones are exhumed, Final State
Burial of the Body washed in wine Bones placed
Death in Ossuary
— —

Liminal Period
Rites of Transition
Body Decomposes

117 Ibid., 176.
118 Arnold van Gennep, The Rites of Passage (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1960), 146-147.
119 Loring M. Danforth, The Death Rituals of Rural Greece. (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1982), 36.
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This tripartite structure of changed states is a simple, visual way to illustrate what is, as
Danforth writes, “a smooth passage, a successful transition, from one state to another”'*° In the Greek
Orthodox tradition, the dead are washed by their families and prepared for immediate burial."*' Burial
is accompanied with cultural rules and taboos like the wearing of black and singing laments, especially
in Mani. In the case of Theio Yiorgio, since he was executed as a young man without any children of
his own, custom would dictate that his mother would wear black for an extended period of time, even
for the rest of her life.'* “The restrictions imposed on mourners,” writes Danforth, “are an expression
of the fact that they have been separated from society as a whole because they continue to participate in
a relationship with the deceased. During the liminal period of mourning they too live in a marginal state
midway between the world of the living and the world of the dead.”'* Burial is followed by a period of
mourning lasting forty days. The Greek Orthodox Church places great emphasis on memorials and
commemorations that follow a particular temporal formula. Ultimately, the refrain Aiwvia n pvrjun or
“memory eternal” is the very core of the memorial service for the dead.

Mn pe éexdoeig “don't forget me,” my Pappou would say, with deep emotions and tears welling
up in his eyes. Throughout my life, since my earliest childhood recollections, this was the phrase
Pappou would most often say to us. Always quick to reassure him, I emphasized that I would never
forget him and that he was the most important person to me. “Remember me, “ he would say, “and light
a candle for me and visit me when you can, that's all I ask for.”

The importance of memory is pivotal to Greeks and Orthodox Christians. It can be summarized

by Manolis Glezos, famed communist resistance fighter, who was one of the two men who tore down

120 Loring Danforth, The Death Rituals of Rural Greece, 37.

121 For more see, Michael Herzfeld, “In Defiance of Destiny: The Management of Time and Gender at a Cretan Funeral,”
American Ethnologist, Vol. 20, no. 2 (1993), 241-255; Juliet du Boulay, Cosmos, Life, and Liturgy in a Greek Orthodox
Village. (Limni, Evia: Denise Harvey, 2009).

122 Loring Danforth, The Death Rituals of Rural Greece, 54.

123 Ibid.
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the Nazi flag from the Acropolis. While serving as a SYRIZA member of the European Parliament
from 2014-2015, he was asked why he continues to fight even in his 90s. He responded,

You think the man sitting opposite you is Manolis but you are wrong. I am

not him. And I am not him because I have not forgotten that every time

someone was about to be executed, they said: ‘Don’t forget me. When you

say good morning, think of me. When you raise a glass, say my name.” And

that is what I am doing talking to you, or doing any of this. The man you see

before you is all those people. And all this is about not forgetting them.**
Mourning and commemorating the victims of the right-wing regime remains a deeply political act in
Greece.'”

The liminal period lasts from the completion of the burial rites to the exhumation of the body.

The exhumation of the body concludes the family's mourning, thus reintegrating them back into the
community. This is mirrored by the fact that the bones are exhumed, washed with wine, and then taken
and deposited in the village ossuary, “itself a powerful symbol of the ultimate unity of the village
dead.”'* Jill Dubisch writes,

Exhumation marks the transition from individual to collective

commemoration, and the fleshless bones have lost all semblance of

connection to the living person and have become anonymous. Those who

have been bereaved may continue to commune with the dead, but this private

grief does not provide the on-going public commemoration of permanent

monuments, nor the visible continuous and indestructible “message” from the

dead offered by inscriptions..."*’
This movement of the bones from individual grave to ossuary is mirrored by the move from individual
memorial service to the collective memorializations done on the Psihosavata.

For Orthodox Christians, a burial according to the traditions and beliefs of the Church is part of

the healing process, allowing for the full expression of grieving, thereby helping to alleviate traumatic

124 Ed Vulliamy and Helena Smith, “Athens 1944: Britain's Dirty Secret,” The Guardian, November 30", 2014,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/nov/30/athens-1944-britains-dirty-secret.

125 After the collapse of the Junta in the era of the Metapolitefsi (MetamoAitevon) people were finally able to beging to
come to terms with the Greek Civil War as well as commemorate EAM-ELAS for their struggle.

126 Loring Danforth, The Death Rituals of Rural Greece, 56, 61.

127 Jill Dubisch, “Death and Social Change in Greece,” Anthropological Quarterly Vol. 62, No. 4 (1989), 192.
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memories. This liminal transition and new state is necessary for closure. Since Theio Yiorgo's body was
not recovered, there was a traumatic event that remained unresolved. Our family was not alone in this.
In fact, the search for the dead has been an important part of communities around Greece. In situations
of mass killing, there is often no opportunity to complete the rites of passage; therefore, the relatives of
the deceased are left without closure.

In recent years, I have finally come to understand why Pappou, in his later years of life, was
shaken every time he returned from his trips to Lakonia.'* The land itself had become a haunted place,
populated with the ghosts of the past.'* When I would ask him to join me on a trip to Greece, he would
get emotional. Time, it seems, had not healed the wounds of war. My increasing activism and political
work didn't help matters between us. Pappou remained extremely worried about my safety and
wellbeing, especially being so open about my political convictions.'* When I was leaving for Rojava to
fight in the International Freedom Battalion (IFB) under the People's Protection Units (YPG), Pappou
looked at me. He could see Theio Yiorgo in me. “Please don't go,” he said. “I don't want to lose you
like I lost my brother.” While remaining firm in my conviction to go, Pappou said, clearly upset and
distraught, “I hope you never live through war. You don't know what we went through. I pray that you
never see war and hunger.” Pappou entreated me not to go fight for a lost cause. “For thousands of
years people have been dying for what you believe in. Has anything changed?” he asked. “Of course!”
I replied. “No! You won't change anything. You will die for nothing.” Upon returning home from Syria,
the first person I saw was Pappou. We embraced each other. There was no need to speak about the war.

We could see it in each other's eyes. Fire. Death. Destruction. We chose silence.

128 Pappou's final trip to Greece was in the summer of 2014 when we traveled there together, staying with Theia Maria and
Theia Grigoria in Elaia. He loss has been very hard for Theia Maria who still affectionately calls Pappou kakodelis.

129 Oftentimes, Pappou had vivid dreams, recounting them to us when we would see eachother. He would see Yiayia, his
parents, and of course, his brother Theio Yiorgo.

130 Pappou, who had not even finished dimotiko, just a few months earlier had told some of my comrades that reading Marx
had changed his life.
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EPILOGUE: THE SPECTER OF YIORGOS KASIDAKQOS

Mava pn otevadelg
pava pn Bpnveig
TOPA TEQTOLY 01 Bpovol
KO TPAVTAEEL N YNG.
T Eéopiag (Bdraaaeg pag {ovouy

)131

Only the dead have seen the end of war.
George Santyana, Tipperary'*

After the Unite the Right Rally in Charlottesville (2017), Pappou was in disbelief to see the
Swastika flying once more. “I can't believe it,” he repeated to himself. “We have come this far only to
be back at the beginning.” The rise of the far-right has been a shock to many. Central to this is an
ongoing struggle over the very history and memory of the anti-fascist struggles of the 20" Century. In
Molaoi, fascists defaced a monument of EAM-ELAS writing, “To KKE dev éxel 10Topia, €xel mMOWVIKO
Hntpao” or “KKE does not have history, it has only criminal records.” More than 70 years after the
massacre of the 32 political prisoners in Gytheio, the struggle against fascism continues. While I was
living at the squatted community of Prosfygika on Leoforos Alexandras, Athens from 2016-2017, the
spirit of the Dekemvriana was alive.*® Those buildings, still bearing the bullet holes and wounds of
war, were a place of resistance and solidarity. One of the slogans we wrote was “Tote ota fouvd, T@pa
0Tx 0TeVQ, Toaki{ovpe paoioteg kot ota [Tpoo@uyikd,” or “Then in the mountains, now in the alleys,

we are also crushing fascists at Prosfygika.”

131 This song was written and composed by Mikis Theodorakis (Mikng ®@codwpaxng). An important figure on the left,
Theodorakis had a long history of struggle, having been a member of ELAS, he was exiled, imprisoned, and tortured
during the Civil War. He struggled against the Junta, having been exiled once more. He was an MP for KKE for nearly a
decade and was awarded the Lenin Peace Prize in 1983.

132 George Santayana, Soliloquies in England and Later Soliloquies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1922), 102.

133 The memory of the Dekemvriana also was incorporated by activists and rioters in the December 2008 riots following
the killing of 15 year old Alexandros (Alexis) Grigoropoulos. Kostis Kornetis, “No More Heroes? Rejection and
Reverberation of the Past in the 2008 Events in Greece,” Journal of Modern Greek Studies, Vol. 28, No. 2 (2010), 178-
180.
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“I am not sure I know when mourning is successful, or when one has fully mourned another
human being,” writes Judith Butler.”** When I think about Theio Yiorgo, I can't help but feel
tremendous isolation and pain. Somewhere, maybe amongst the olives trees or under the rocks upon the
dry land, Theio Yiorgo's bones call out. Though I never met him when he was alive, I have met him
countless times through the memories of Pappou. We have spoken in my dreams. I mourn for him as if
I had known him. This is why dead bodies and bones have such tremendous meaning and power.
Katherine Verdery writes that dead bodies have the property of “ambiguity, multivocality, or
polysemy.”"* For me, the bones of Theio Yiorgo are the very foundation of my activism, the inspiration
for struggling to build a better world."* For the Greek state, the bones belong to a criminal and traitor.
What would his bones say if they could speak? Silence. This deafening silence of his unburied body in
a mass grave calls to us, not only to provide closure but also to continue the struggle.

TAUKE pov, 0D 8¢ yaBnkeg, péoa oTig PAERES o eloat.
'é pov, otlg PAEPeg OAoLVAY, Epma Padia kal (Hoe.
You are not gone, my dear. You are right here inside my veins.

Go deep inside the veins, my boy, of everyone and live."*’

134 Judith Butler, Precarious Life: The Powers of Mourning and Violence (New York: Verso, 2004), 20.

135 Katherine Verdery, The Political Lives of Dead Bodies: Reburial and Postsocialist Change (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1999), 28.

136 A few months ago I inquired about any details regarding Theio Yiorgo's death from the Gytheio KEP. I was told nothing
existed. Those who were murdered in a mass execution (opadikn ektéAeon) not only had no records, but family
members must go to court (ei.oayyeAéag) to have a death certificate (pistopitiko thanatou) drawn up and made official.
The search continues for me. It remains something that I will not give up on until I find his bones and properly bury him
and his comrades. I believe it would bring closure to our family and heal this open wound.

137 Yiannis Ritsos, Epitaphios, trans. Rick M. Newton (Middlesbrough: Smokestack Books, 2014), 64-65. Pappou told me
that he once met the poet Yiannis Ritsos in Monemvasia. Monemvasia is not so far from Molaoi-Sykia and Barba
Thanasi, Theia Stavroula's husband, was from there.

41



YIORGOS KASIDAKOS
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Figure 1: This photo from the early—mid 1940s is the only known photograph of Yiorgos Kasidakos
(right). On the left is Angelos Alexakis (AyyeAog IT. AAe€dkng). Both were members of EAM-ELAS
and fought in the Parnona mountains and throughout the region. Photo courtesy of Eleni Alexakis.
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Figure 2: Guerrilla's of the 3™ Battalion 8™ Regiment of ELAS in Parnona. “With Yiorgo
Kasidako (Boulehani)” from AyyeAog I1. AAe&akng, Zdpakag: Apiépawpa ot xwpld Tov, 0TV
1otopia tov, atoug Zapakiteg. ABrva, 1996, 270.
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EKAOXH THE KENTPIKHE EIIITPOITHE TOY KKE

Figure 3: Front cover of Eneoav yia ™ (wij: 'Hpwes — Mdaptupeg Adikov, Anedevfepwnikov Ayovwv Topog
‘EBSopog I'" (ABnva: 'Exdoon ¢ Kevipikng Emtponng tov Koppouviotikod Koppatog EAAGSag, 2010).
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R BAVETO KOl EKTEAETTIRE.

KAZTIAAKOEL (MTIOY AAXANHE) INaQProz _
Az Zukd Acwmod Aokevins. Kirtowog tou yemed P Amcovies. Tnge 1 #pac oy Efve Aviiom-

a2l

Figure 4: This is the entry for Yiorgos Kasidakos (Boulahanis) in Encoav yia m {on: 'Hpweg — Mdptupeg
Adikav, ArteAsuBepwtikv Aywvowv Topog ERdopog I'" (ABnva: Exdoon g Kevipikng Emtpomng tou
Koppouvviotikob Koppatog EAAGSag, 2010), 362.
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o and Tg ypappds tow EAAE xo tpavpaticmxe o8 pdxn pe toug ket sis. Do my ovigeamok Spdan

o ki Te and o pebopelovd sabeonng ang pukakes NuBeion. Aokopovinks dypua o 1947 and

povapropraiaTsg ropekpericons, poll pe AAlous ayennoTes, ue T PYao T EMGPOET TG TG PUATKES
Mifeion.

KAZLOIXPHITOZ

Tou Pikinna
Az 1o Knrovmo Fpedeviv. Magnoig tou AZE. Exotafince ooy duiprae tou Eppodion TTodduo,

KATZAMIIOYAIQTHEI MITINITHE
Arnd o Diovvorop Keotopiis. Avewvotis g Ebvixng Avtietaong ko ton AXE, Txotmfnks o
M 1947,

KAZTANAZ BAITEAHZ
o AT
AEKRTEVIOF POV muAdTedp ard Ty Eddour. Megms peli pe tov moeedpo tou oo ALE Euioieg, Exotminke
o o 1948 o e auprkox] we tousg kulspymcods xon toug Svomiote Tpopokpates. Exoyay 1o xeqdii
0w ke T0 mepuboepay ath Xakkibo.

KAETANATZTTANNHEI - NIKOZ
tou Bayyekn ko tng X pumoliog
Amd my Kopopnhad Aoposot $hadtibos. Mopnois te Avloyleg Zeprotdp tou FA tow AZE, Zrotbinreong
| 2 ieddpn 1949 oo iy n ong Sldpivag.

KAZTANAZqKASTANIAZ ZAPANTHE
wou Difiven win g Olupmiog
evvrifimee anig Pigeg Idnping to 1915, Noimwdg. Méiog Tou KKE. Eo AXE ketatiymee ong 26-8-48, Fng
21-3-49 ovopdamye avBurokoyoyds tebikol. Yanperotae o suiuan g 107 TaSwpgies, Tkothinke mmy
I Avyodotou 1545 amn pdn oo tyopo Admag, oo Biow Yeoloyoryde nelxod apnuévos vexpic (Afypo
2-8-40), :

KAEZTANHEATIOZTOAOX
Amd gt tou vopos EGpou. Magntig g I Mepapgiog touw AZE. Exozmbnee oto Ogepn Kapas Eupe-
tving,

KAZTANIOTHETIQPIOZ
Tou Bayyéin (yeud. Avbpoitoog)

Ievvrifmice to 1920 a0 gopid Spoxpepn [hepiog. Mékos ow KKE, Ayovianis mg Ebvierig Avsiotacng, o
AXE atig 20-7-46, @olmoe amy [T Zeph mg EATA kol ong 25-3-48 ovopdomxe avBurohoymyds melixob.
Tonofetrfke om Avoyin Zoprotdp vov IA, Exotdfnee o 1949, Yoodogayds prifaviso Tipnpevos vERpos

(Al e 2-8-49),

KAXTANIQTHETAIHE
Tov amrppayay fvorho povepyoeol tpopokpites amd tov Mipyo Filelog ko tov sctéiecny paod 1o Snpoynt-
guopn, to Zemrapdpn 1946,

KAZTAPAKHEITAN.
And 1o Adpa Mesonving, Ayoviomg mg Efviic Avriataeng wm tot AXE. Zxotmfinee otn Supxei tou
Eppuiiou Modéweu,

KAEXTEPHETIANNHE
Ton Xmipou
Amds v el aneien Afpioas, Tovwiinee 1o 1924, Ayovienic eie BRvikric Avelouome ot tou AZE. Exo-
wivnre ong 25 Avpodaton 1947 am pign e Mesalod Mahuis Mepios.

KAEXTHEG@OMAYL
1ot Hila v tg Taogiag
At wo AnSovogdipn (X emien) KapBitons. Magm e mg 192 TeZwygyies wou AYE. Exoudbnes ong 16 Ampi-
kn 1948 o bdponha Adpons,

-363-

.

i

Figure 5: This is the continued part of the entry for Yiorgos Kasidakos (Boulahanis) in Eneoav yia mm {wn:
'Hpweg — Maptupes Aaikwv, AmteAsufepwtikwv Ayovwv Topog EBSopog I (ABnva: 'Exdoon g Kevipikrg
Emtponng touv Koppouvviotikod Koppatog EAAGSag, 2010), 363.



Figure 6: This is the cover of T@pyog KéKKbpnc “Kokkopakng,” ITikpég AArjfeieg (ABrva, 1989).

47



IEQPTIOY KASSIAAKOY (A4 MnovAaxdvnc)

Hrav and To Ywptd Zukld Agwmou Aakwviag, Kal oOKomeuTng omAonoAupoiou
gTrov EAAZL TNG TIEPIOXNAG Hag. Z& LAY HE TOUG KATAKTNTEG TPAURATIOTTKE Kal
UOMG EYLVE oxed0v kaAd, Eavaylpwoe aTny Béan Tou, ouveyiCovTag nalAnkapi-
gla TOV aywva REYPL Tou NMapddwaoe ToV onTMopd Tou dniwg dhot pag. MNupigo-
yTAC OTO YWPLO TOU, MavTpeuTrKe TNV EAEVN Miy. AAeEakn, amd To Xwpld Pra
Zapaka. Me Tov epyopd Tng SEUTEPNG KAToXNC TwV AyyAwy, Tov ouvéAapav ol
gvTohoddyol Toug, ot X(Teg mou elyav avahdapel Tnv meployr) Hag Kol PpeBnke a-
16 TOUG TTPWTOUG TOTE 0TI QUAAKEG Tou MNuBeiou, KAELOUEVOG YwPlg CUYKEKPL-
uévn katnyopia,

ApkoUgOE To yeyovog Tou OTL iTav oTov EAAL, kat &yt oTnv unepeaia Twy Ka-
TaKTNTWV OMWE oL SIWKTES Tou, ME TNV YVWO TN ELOBOAT) TWV MapakpaTKWY To-
T¢ 0TIC UAakég Tou MuBelou Tov dologovnoav ayplwe pall e moAholg Giloug
QyWVIOTEG TG KAToXNG.

radTwoeg am Toug Meppavols

Tou ydpou To Spenavn

Ma 6yt ar Toug SooUAoyoug

Mou ot Ayyhol elyav BdAet

285

Figure 7: This is the entry for Yiorgos Kasidakos in T'tapyog Kokkopng “Kokkopaxng,” ITikpég AAOeieg
(Abnva, 1989), 285. 48



284

Figure 8: This is the image of Yiorgos Kasidakos from the preceding page. I'dpyog Koxkkopng
“Kokkopakng,” ITikpég AAnfeieg (ABrva, 1989), 284.
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Figure 9: Photograph of the Prison of Gythi (mtoyp(xcpi(x TV DuAakov I'vBeiov) taken on March 2017.
Source: Apyeio Avtovopun Ipwtofoviia Evavtia otn Andn (ATIEA) [autdvopog KOPHOUVIGTIKOG TOPIVAG 0T
TKaAx Aakoviag].
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George Family Tree' — Konstantina
Kasidakos Panagiotis Nikolinakos

George Despina Stappas Nikolinakos

K t
Nikolaos Stappas (Marses) (Krypotos)
Kasidakos L L L L L
[
Petos Michael Calliopi Panagiota| | Apostolis John Arhonto .
Kasidakos| | LKassidakos () Rougas Danakas Stappas Stappas || Dounetos Nikolaos Despma
Antonios (Stappas) | |(Stappas) ' (Stappas) Nikolinakos Nikolinakos
Kassidakos (?) Maria (Hronopoulos)
— v Stappas
| Leonidas Kasidakos|{ Paraskevi Kasidakos (Stappas) | —
Panagiotis
Nikolinakos
A 4
i Kl\a/ltgili Anastasios
- - — (Nikolinakos) Katelani
Despina Tsiotras Panagiotis
Yiorgos Eleni Mix. (Kasidakos) Tsiotras
(George) | | __Alexaki GrigoriE}
Kasidakos v Eloni . 4 — Katelani
Nikol lenl Konstantinos| | Kalliopi
! .3 i?s Kasidakos Kassidakos | | | Kasidakos
Kasidakos T(Alexandrou) (Bardis)
v v A A
Stavroula . i 4 Angeliki | Zﬁ
Athanasios — g !
Speridakos : Panagiotis Kasidakos || N h Helali :
: Speridakos i . (| INayereh Helall Yousef Helali
(Kasidakos) P K(jseiggif)s ]:Fes(i)(r)ltlfais Kasidakos T (Nikolinakos) |' |(Sheikholmolouki) |
v |
¢ L Leonidas = ] |
- Kasidakos v mmanue v
Constantina ; i ; - -
Kapeleris Leo_mdas Pal‘é.lskl(iVl Tsiotras Emrr}anuel George Paraskevi Helali ID avood Helali|
: Speridakos Kasidakos v Kassidakos ' (Kasidakos)
(Speridakos) Paraskevi Kasidakos
Panagiotis Speridakos Tsiotras v L L
\ A George
1 This is an abbreviated family tree. Question marks indicate unknowns. | Leonidas Kassidakos Christopher Joseph Helali | |Peter Kiahn Helali
Kassidakos
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NIKOLAOS KASIDAKOS

Figure 10: Nikolaos Kasidakos in uniform. Source: Leonidas “Theio Louis” Kasidakos.
Picture: Author.
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il & “\" | Pt~ R » . g
Figure 11: Nikolaos Kasidakos' membership card in the Panhellenic Union of EAM Fighters of the National Resistance or [TaveAAadikog
Yovdeopog Aywviotov EAMikng EBvikng Avtiotaong (TIZAEEA). Source: Family archive—Louis Kasidakos. Picture: Author.
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PRENOMS
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XPONOZ FENNHEHE .. / f 2 .«? poicen o, |

DATE DE NAISSANCE

TOMNOZ FENNHEHE . 2‘)/.!‘//..4/%{-:’0&%

LIEU DE NAISSANCE

ANTIETAZIAKH OPTANQEIH | (ﬁfﬂf (L‘ J f; Z.. .......

ORGANISATION DE RESISTANCE

TOMOZ ANTIZTAZIAKHZ APAIHE .. A/{pﬂ,/g. e

LIEU D' ACTIVITE DE RESISTANCE

MEYOYNEH e ﬁ””ﬂyffff’%‘y

ADRESSE

AP, hITYNOMIiI{;-?Z TAYTOTHTAEA Jﬂfi;; .........

No DE CARTE D' IDENTITE

APIOMOE . MHTPQOY ...L. ..
'No DE REGISTRE .
i : \ﬂ ‘£

1 _ ALLLLRL  LLLLLLLLL LN )

Figure 12: Backside of Nikolaos Kasidakos' membership card in [IZAEEA.
Source: Family archive—Louis Kasidakos. Picture: Author.

54



WORLD WAR 11 AND THE GREEK CIVIL WAR

Figure 13: Poster for EAM. Source: Aywvag g Kprtng.
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Figure 14: EAM poster welcoming the “unbreakable alliance” of the US, UK, and USSR after the
liberation of Greece. Source: Xnupog Kapaypnotog, EAARvikes Apioeg (ABnva: Kédpog, 1984), 99.
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Figure 15: Cover of Soviet Russia Today from November 1944 which portrays (from left to right)
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, President of the United States of America; Joseph Stalin, Marshal and
Premier of the Soviet Union and General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union; and
Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. Source: Author.
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A SOVYIET POSTER

Figure 16: Cover of Soviet Russia Today from February 1945 which shows the victorious flags of the
US, USSR, and UK over a defeated Germany with Hitler cowering in fear. Source: Author.
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LEADING THE RED ARMIES

Undar the diteciian of Morshel Stalin, Swpreme Commonder-a-Chief, and o sieff of penesals wha moek
ameng Fe mast Beilliont @ Gabirp, the Kud Aemy li dpeedlag on the diy ol victaey.

On the corer jo Geapml os 0 Chemiokkortky, commanding the Army now (Aeguil 14] ea the barden
al East Prussia.

Frtrome Left Haed Colams, rosdmyg dwen; Mombal Alesmsder Masikos, heod of the Sariet A& Ferces)
Munhal Peval Eatnatrav, haod of Seviet teak fprcay Gmeml Gasepi' Zokharis, commender af the froapy e
Wwemd Hha ormies of Charsinkhsviky oed Eokonnriky, an the breal betworn Byaloctok ond ‘Wenos,

Comder Codams_Lofi, reeding down: Monhal bur 5. Kosgy, Cammondss &n tha Yistula frent, sowtheest
ol Behowsorsky's torem and reacking teward fhe Corpofblms; Menhsl Gepgi K, Thakov, Firg Vies Commis
tor of Dol asd Chiof of Oparstions, Genorof Stbl; Gemwral lrun Dogumsss, commond=g Fha e
adenscing oa Riga,

Laft, dbore: Marikel Almaneder M. Yessilesky, Chiet of Gezaral Seif,

Lift, Metow: Mhoeakal K [ ¢ by, © of the Farcos adransing oo Warsne.

Figure 17: “Leading the Red Armies” from Soviet Russia Toda. Source: Author.
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Figure 18: Nikos Zachariais, General Secretary of the Communist Party of Greece (KKE) giving a speech to DSE fighters. Source: The
State Archives of the Republic of Macedonia (DARM).




NAZI GERMAN LUFTWAFFE AIRFIELD AT MOLAOI (MOAAOI)

Fi 1gure 19: Gerrnan Messerschmltt Bf 109's, bornbs and petrol drurns located at
the German airfield (Molaoi). The village of Skyia is in the distance. Source:
Giinther Rall, Mein Flugbuch: Erinnerungen 1938 — 2004 (Moosburg:
NeunundzwanzigSechs-Verlag, 2004). Photo courtesy of Tasos Anastasakis.

Figure 20: Two Greek Orthodox clergymen look at a German plane at the airfield. Molaoi is
in the distance. Source: Private Collection of Jean Louis Roba. Photo courtesy of Tasos
Anastasakis.
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o i F = 2 it
Figure 21: This photo of the German airfield at Molaoi shows Messerschmitt Bf 109's on the field. In the distance are the towns of Molaoi and Pakia.
This image is a composite image of two separate pictures from Jochen Prien, Die Jagdfliegerverbande Der Deutschen Luftwaffe 1934 Bis 1945 Teil 5.
This particular image was provided to me by Tasos Anastasakis.
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SLAUGHTER AT GYTHEIO

Waixi [MPArMATOINOIHEHKE H ZYNANTHZH ME TO MAPKO A\ 2 0eh)

. FArSamarics @A TR sarie. menen
TRAELA EMITARLY A |.1:| 1

PIZOIAAXTHE ==

OPf A0 THE NENTMCHL SMITrOMET ToT m-l.nn‘rm HOMMATOL THE EAAALAT

®OBIZMENH H ENOXOZ KYBEPNHZH AEN A®HZE
TO AAO NA KHAEYEI TON AFQNIETH r. ZEBFO

il ME AZTYNOMIKH AIATATH

H KHAEIA EINE X@E=
=TO NEKPOTA®EIO EYATTEAIZTPIAZ
"Ayopmkripion Siayeyd Tdv dpyav
orov novo Th XApag kal Tig Kopng
AZTYNOMIA KAI XAGIEAES QF TO TEADE

IOAI‘ H ITO ry OEIO

IYMMOPITEL TOY KATIAPEA ESETEAEIAN 32
DYAAKIZMENOYE APIETEPOYE KAl 7 NOAITEL

"H xubepvnon kpifer Tiv Extaon Tdv yeyovoray
| TIIYMBAINEI ITHN HEAOHONI‘I{ID;

TO E.A.M. EGEIE
IHTHMA ZEPBA
KM MANMANA PEO"'I"

oy '.Il:l::AlJ o0 T
.'-.!' =i

Tﬂ NAKPEZ HEIHEHI] THE EHIETI}HHE ;
TOYT. EEBI'I}'I’ ETHN EI1ITPL'II'IH TOY OHE

e e ZEPBHI 0 C?HQYPFOZ'
 mrums | THE Flﬂ."‘._ITFKHE Tﬂﬂ ﬂﬂﬂm“l&ﬂ

=i mawms ;
- TOY [, ZERTDY |
e T T
T M sk Cniagyuluie

Figure 22: Cover of Rizospastis, the daily of the Communist Party of Greece (KKE) for
March 22, 1947. The news of the massacre is under the title “X®ATH XTO I'YOEIO” or
“Slaughter at Gytheio.” Source: Library of the Hellenic Parliament.
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Figure 23: Cover of Eleftheri Ellada, the daily of the Political Coalition of the Parties of
EAM for March 22, 1947. The news of the massacre is under the main headline which says
“H ANATPIXTAXZTIKH X®ATH TOY I'YO®EIOY” or “The Hair-raising Slaughter at
Gytheio.” Source: Library of the Hellenic Parliament.



MOLAOI (MOAAOI)

MOAM2GI
OA2CI ; MEPIEKH ANOWID SOTO A8, TIAXOY

4 MET' ANSIEMENGN AMWOAAAIOGN MOA AT

%igure 24: The village of Molaoi (1950s — early 1960s). Source: Author.

MOAAOI ¢ MEPIEH ANOWID BOTO A6, DIAXOY
MET' ANSIEMENON AMYTAAATOQN | MOAAOT

Efigure 25:The village of Molaoi (1950s — early 1960s). Source: Author.
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M AAGI: Mepixi Srofig QhTo: Ly
Figure 26: The village of Molaoi (1950s — early 1960s). Source: Author.

MOARAQI,  Xidvia orff Kopeolha
kal dvBiapdvec Ay Bakids

SOTI — IIAXOE
Mokda

— =
Figure 27: The village of Molaoi (1950s — early 1960s) as seen from the plain o
Molaoi (kapmo t@v MoAdwv). Source: Author.
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FAMILY DOCUMENTS & PHOTOGRAPHS

/ MPOZ. THH

NpwtodbpLa Envipomy Kplong

KT T H EH (GpBpou 9. M A, 379/1383)

Noua L _H_ﬂﬂ-_}_{gﬁ{ﬂé __________
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aNGMA MHTEPM-ﬂH—B—i—I’-{&—‘f—H TOU aywy Lcr"cﬁ- tne E8vikdec Avrioraonc
4 Hz.!,m,"ﬂf}f_i_’_ﬁ_g“gﬂ _____ 1941-1944.
R < KEA Emerdd kath To xpdvo Tne katoxhic
NOMOZ NAKSNIAS, me narpllog ond Ta exBpLxd otpovs Huo

NPOREY TEUNESI {‘-?c:? e v Tepuoviv-Ttahdv kae Boulvdpuy,

KATOIKOY--KANMARA =

niipa evepyd uépoc arnv Avilotaon kad

Y -.?ﬁ?ﬂ____ﬁiﬁ_ﬁj.ﬂi‘-d, i TWY KATAKTATOY,
_MONTREAL- UE. CALADA Efon

apiBudc Han QTG

Tnibp, ---md- 1986 ja9% - |4 vy

BEMA: Altnon avayviipiong tnc

avitotogiakic Liibdentac.

"""""""""" K-'—-—?i—'-—-waé 0 AITAN:
jﬁwﬁ‘;_u;iﬂgg_ B buda

AIA TO FNHETION YOOI PAGHE ;
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I o O] i e ]
weeTH ENTETANMEMY

Figure 28: Page 1 of Pappou's application for recognition of EPON service. Source: Author.



Mbvrpeah, IIMEPOMINIA:  3-7-86

b

EZg¥ =000 HE R
0 kdtwhL unoveypaupévog NANATIOTHE KAZIAAKOZ, wou fewvldao kal tng

nupuaxauﬂc.'in yévoc Stémma; vewwnBelc otn Zukéa Mhakwvlac To 1926,

]

kaL vuv xitowkoc Mévepeak, Kovabi, .
ELO0 LoLwo ot

tov K. MANATIOTHN KONTAKON, xa8nyntiv k@l KGroLkov InApEnc kAL enL Tng

ofioll Kenerdv Zoxaptl aplBudg 13, T.K. 231 00,

via va gpovilon via Aovaproad pou kal unofdher ornv MputoBdbuo

Envepom Kotaong  ARKONIAS HLKaLOAOYATLEG, VLA TNV avayvigLeos

Hou wg aywviotrle tng EBviklec AvrioToonc.

Mua tov (Buo Abyo, va unoypden avtdoerg, BnAloele kal dira Evypaus
. koL mapalauBdvel MLOTOMOLNTLED KOL VEVLEG EVEpYeEL kafle TL vouLuo
KoL anapotInte yio TNV EKTEAZon Twy avuTépl.

Entong va wpovrion yvio hovopraoud jou,dmeg pou ekBoon MigtonoLntis
Zrpavol Tdnmou A' and to Mpogelo e Itautuiovinc. via Tnv
avayviipror pou.

0 EZOYZI0ADTON :

O P oty ENTETANMENY
ﬁ%, a(rikzyﬂ ?f'(t??'
(9 PG

ﬁgu_re 29: Page 2 of Pappou's;pplication for recognition of EPON service. Source: Author.
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MPOZ THN MPOTOBABMEA ENITPONH KPIZHE
NOMAPXIAE A A K A N T AZ

EKBEEH THZ APAZHE MOY
ETHN EBNIKH ANTIZTAZH

OvopaZopal NANATIOTHE KAEIAAKOE, kal eipal yioc tou Newvida kal
g Napookeunc, to vévos Itimma, kot yevwifnka om Zukéa

fokuviag, To 192 6.

Opyavi@nka otnv E N O N ond to 1943, otn Zukka Makuviac.

BLatayEe €nepva and Tty Tomukf Siolknon Tng Iuxéog.

Ou ayeviorec HALac RuBouhog, Anuftonc Kahkoivnc . AvBpéac Buhimratog
kaL BeoB, Mupoddkng, nohhic gopEc pe Eotedvav We wnvipeta of BLapoped

MEPLOXES .

IxelOV OAn N OLKOYEVELD pac Arav péAn evepyl otnv EBvikf Avrlotoon.
Ao Ta abEMaLa wou, o Fedpylog, okotdBnke oav MOALTLKGS KpoTOUWEOS

Twv Meppaviv, kat o Nikbhaoc frov tpaupatioc otnv E8vikd. Avtioraon.

‘Huouv ofvBeauoc tne EMON Sukéag.

Metéwepa Eyypoma, pouxlopd kal toowpa oty Paxid.

Ta nopedida 6Ma oto oxohelo TG Pnxtoc of oywyvioréc tou E A M.
Eoiva ETLONG KAl TARDOBORLES NPONOPLKES OTOUC oyuvLotEe Tou E A M,

KimoTe pe £migoov KoL yE ovaykaooy vo epyaofld OF KOTOVOYKOOTLEN

£pyaoia oTo aepobpoyto atov kdumo MoveuBaolac.

Figure 30: Page 3 of Pappou's application for recognition of EPON service. Source: Author.
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To 1945 ot lMepuavel pe orapdtnoav koL pe mipav yia ura vikrg

ornv Ehnd (pe otapdenoay otnv Kokkivid Nokwovlag), BLétu

pe Enwaooy va koufald nomolToa kot vipioov 4t ta mhyalva oteug
aywviotée pog, =vid gyd Ta mhvawva yia vo ta mnovhfow oto Aotépl,
yia va ayoplow guul yia va odpe oto omite.

-0 natéplic wou frav toaykdpng kai égrioxve nomodtola.yia va

Ta movhdue kav va Zedye-.

Bupduar tn Maxn tng Ixdhag kal Tov tpaulatiopd Tou abehgol pou

otn pln aunf.

Enlong Buubpar modd kahd dre otnv AmuBed elye oxotwdd evac Tepuavde

Buovkntic tng Neiomovvrioou. Metd yia aviinolva okdtecov Suotuyde

118 Znopridreg, perall tov onofovy noddol ouvepydteg tng oukoyéveidg pog.

Auth £lval n Bphon pou thte ota kotoxikd yxebvia. Mdeape otua kol bugf
yvio Tov oywva, o kaBévac pe tov tpdno tou, kdvape tnv Zwh pac pikpol

ko peydiol Evav ayiva kaBnueplvd, yia tnv eheuvBepla pacg.

IaC EUXOPLOTI KoL BLATEAD.
, Metd Tupdc,

:7(;“!54’ MM kaétﬂu@'g

-

ﬁgu_re 31.TPage 4 of Pappou's application for recognition of EPON service. Source: Author.
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Figure 33: Page 6 of Pappou's application for recognition of EPON service. Source: Author.
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Figure 36: Page 1 of an official document from 1949 detailing Leonidas Kasidakos, his
wife, and living children. Source: Author.
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Figure 37: Page 2 of an official document from 1949 detailing Leonidas Kasidakos, his
wife, and living children. Source: Author.

76



S a0 ,?oh Aa

ADoaVa oS
Ka'ﬂ/zkacf'tf’q
AVatlrac (0S

Figure 38: Family names for the Psihosavato service. Source: Paraskevi Helali.
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Figure 39: Kasidakos family picture from early 1950s. Standing (left to right): Despina, Panagiotis, Nikolaos, Konstantinos, Athanasios. Seated
adults (left to right): Paraskevi, Leonidas, Stavroula. Children (left to right): Panagiotis, Konstantina (Constantina). Source: Author.
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Figure 40: Family at the Propylaia, the entrance to the Acropolis (1950s). In the middle
from left to right: Paraskevi, Leonidas, Calliopi, Konstantina (Constantina). Standing
above everyone and looking at the camera is Panagiotis. Source: Author.

&

Figure 41: Family at the Propylaia,he entace tothecropolis (2000). In the middle
from left to right: Christopher, Paraskevi, Peter, and Panagiotis. Source: Author.
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Figure 42: Family gathered at Y1ay1a and Pappou s house in Worcester (19805) Standing
(left to right): Angeliki, Panagiotis, Konstantinos, Athanasios. Seated (left to right):
Despina “Tina” Leasca (née Rougas), Nikolaos, Calliopi, Stavroula. Source: Author.

Figure 43: Family gathered at Y1ay1a and Pappou's house in Worcester (1980s).
Standing: Konstantinos. Seated (left to right): Despina, Nikolaos, Calliopi, Panagiotis.
Source: Author.
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Figure 44: Family gathered at Yiayia and Pappou's house in Worcester (1980s). Standing

(left to right): Panagiotis, Angeliki. Seated (left to right): Peter Leasca, Despina, Nikolaos,
Calliopi, Stavroula, George Chopas, Kay Chopas (née Rougas). Source: Author.

Figure 45: Family overlooking the Ancient Agora of Athens (200). Standing (left to
right): Panagiotis, Peter, Christopher, Davood, Paraskevi. Source: Author.
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Figure 46: Photo of Angeliki Nikolinakou (1950s). Angeliki is on the far right standing
up with her hand on her hip and her hair in two braids with bows. Source: Author.
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PANAGIOTIS KASIDAKOS
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Figure 47: Photo of Panagiotis (1950s). Pappou was a lifelong tailor and was
always dressed exceptionally well. He made clothes for both men and women.
Source: Author.
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F igufe 48: Photo of Angeliki and Panagiotis (late 1950s — early 1960s). Picture
was taken in Montreal, Canada. Source: Author.
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s.s. SQIUEEN FREDERICA

PHOTO: NICOS GOUMARAKHE
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Figure 49: Panagiotis, wearing a dark suit and dark glasses with cigarette in hand, aboard the SS Queen Frederica on a transatlantic crossing (late
1950s — mid 1960s). Seated to his right is Mary Kourkoulis (née Speridakos), the sister of Athanasios Speridakos. Source: Author.
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Figure 50: Panagiotis, wearing a sombrero with glasses, next to Nikolaos Nikolinakos
with the USSR pavilion behind them at Expo 67 in Montreal (1967). Source: Author.

Figure 51: USSR pavilion at Expo 67 Montreal (1967). Source: Author.
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F gure 52: Panagiotis speaks with Despina Bravaki outside her home in Sykia (August 19",
2014). This was taken after they had sung the song about hunger. Source: Author.
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F ire 53: Pappou spa with Theia Pinio outside her home in Sykia (August 19", 2014).
Source: Author.
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Figure 54: Pappou, with komboloi around his arm, dances a Zeibekiko as we celebrate his
name day (Dormition of the Theotokos) in Elaia (August 15", 2014). Source: Author.
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Figure 55: Pappou at the Monastery of Panagia Elona in th
2014). May his memory be eternal. Source: Author.
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Figure 56: Comrades gather to defend against fascists at the squatted community of Prosfygika on Leoforos Alexandras in Athens. Symbols include
the black star, the anarchist (A), the symbol for squatting, and the hammer and sickle. The phrase on the wall says, “Tote ota fouvd, ToOpa oTx
oTeva, toakilovpe paoioteg kot ota [Ipooguyika” “Then in the mountains, now in the alleys, we are also crushing fascists at Prosfygika.” The

buildings still bear the scars (bullet holes, shrapnel, damager from artillery) of the Dekemvriana. This photo was taken by me on September 13",
2016. Source: Author.
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NEWS SOURCES - GREECE'

NAME (VOL. & NO.) TYPE LOCATION DATE HEADLINE PAGE
"E€ dgoppi)g Thg Sohogoviag oD hoyxayod Katoopéa

AKPOIIOAIZ AIMATHPA 'ETONOTA EIZ THN AAKQNIAN

(IAPYOH TQ 1881 Newspaper Athens LABBATON
Hi;g)ﬁ 5\0}35212112@ 22 MAPTIOY 1947 ATANAKTIEMENOI EONIKO®PONEX EOONEYXAN ITEPI 1-2

: ) TOYX ITENHNTA KPATOYMENOYX KOMMOYNIZTAYX
MIA MAKABPIOY. SEIPA ANTITIOINQN.-AIEZAAEY®H
H TAZIZ EIX T'YOEION, MOAAOYE KAI STTAPTHN
H ANAXTATQ®OEIZA TTEPI®EPEIA

AKPOIIOAIZ EKHPYX®H O LTPATIQTIKOX NOMOZ EIZ THN AAKQNIAN

(IAPY®H TQ 1881 Newspaper Athens KYPIAKH
[IEPIOAOX I" ETOX 16 23 MAPTIOY 1947 | EEETEAES®HIAN AAAOI OKTQ KOMMOYNIZTAI EIZ MOAAOYY 1-2
API®. ®YAAOY 6113)

TA METPA TQN APXQN.-METAAAI STPATIQTIKAI AYNAMEIEZ
ATIESTAAHZAN EIZ TON TOIION TQN '’ETONOTQN

AKPOIIOAIZ EKTAKTA METPA ITPOX ATIOKATAYXTAYIN THX AHMOZIAY

(IAPY®H TQ 1881 Newspaper Athens TPITH TAZEQY EIX TIEAOTIONNHZON 2
TTEPIOAOX I'" ETOYX I®' 25 MAPTIOY 1947
APIO. PYAAOY 6114) OI K.K. ITAITANAPEQY, ZEPBAY, STPATOS. EII TOIIOY

ME TOYZ YIIOYPI'OYZ EIZ TO I'YOEION

AKPOIIOAIZ

(IAPY®H TQ 1881 Newspaper Athens TETAPTH QY EIAA THN HPQIKH MANH
TTEPIOAOX I'" ETOX 1®' 26 MAPTIOY 1947 1-2

API®. DYAAOY 6115)

OI MANIATEX AEIOYN NATOYXZ AOBOYN OITAA.—-T1QY
EEETYAIXOHEAN TA AIMATHPA TET'ONOTA.-MIA T'ENIKH
ENTYTIQXIY AIA THN KATAXTAXIN, H OITOIA EITIKPATEI EIX TON
NOMON THXZ AAKQNIAX

1 Note that this list is not exhaustive.

92




AITIO EHMEPON ®A EEATIOAYOOYN EINIXEIPHXEIY ITPOX

AKPOIIOAIZ EKKA®APIZIN TQN TYMMOPIQN ITAPNQNOX
(IAPYOH TQ 1881 Newspaper Athens TETAPTH
[IEPIOAOZ I ETOX 16 26 MAPTIOY 1947 ®A TAX AIEYIOYNH ITPOIQIIIKQY O K. NAIIL. ZEPBAY
APIB. ®YAAOY 6115)
0O AAOY. THE ITIEAOIIONNHEOY A®QIIQMENOY EIX THN
KYBEPNHZIN
EXHMANE TO TEPMA TQN AEINQN TQN KATOIKQN
[MTEAOIIONNHIOY
AKPOIIOAIZ [TEMIITH
(IAPY®H TQ 1881 Newspaper Athens 27 MAPTIOY ATIOAYTQX BEBAIA H AIAAYZIY TQN KOMMOYNIZTIKQN
TTEPIOAOX I'" ETOX I®' 1947 YYMMOPIOQON
API®. ®YAAOY 6116)
ATIO®AZEIY TOY XOEXINOY ITOA. EYMBOYAIOY.—KYPQEEIX AIA
TA TETONOTA TOY I'YEIOY
AKPOIIOAIZ O K. ZEPBAY. KAAEI TON AAON THX AAKQNIAY NA
(IAPY®H TQ 1881 Newspaper Athens I[MAPAXKEYH ENIZXYXH TO EPI'ON TOY
TTEPIOAOX I'" ETOX I®' 28 MAPTIOY 1947
API®. ®YAAOY 6117) [IPOY. TIAHPH YYNTPIBHN TOY £YMMOPITIZIMOY
AKPOIIOAIZ ATIEDAYIZOH ANTIKATAXTAZIE TOY NOMAPXOQY,
(IAPY®H TQ 1881 Newspaper Athens [TAPAYKEYH EIZTAITEAEQY KAI STPAT.AIOIKHTOY I'YOEIOY
TTEPIOAOX I'" ETOX I®' 28 MAPTIOY 1947
APIO. TYAAOY 6117) Al EYOYNAI AIA TA TETONOTA
H BPAAYNH YABBATON
(AP ®YAAOY 653 Newspaper Athens 22 MAPTIOY 1947 TA TET'ONOTA TOY I'Y®EIOY
(8196))
AHWIE SKAHPQN METPQN
H BPAAYNH YABBATON KATA TIANTQN TQN AIAZAAEYONTQN THN TAZIN
(AP ®YAAOY 653 Newspaper Athens 22 MAPTIOY 1947 O K. ZEPBAY ®A METABH EIX [TIEAOIIONNHZON

(8196))

EIIl TOIIOY EYPIXKETAI O K. KETXEAX
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E®OGAXAN EIX I'YOEION OI K K. [TAITANAPEQY, ZEPBAY, KAI

H BPAAYNH AEYTEPA YTPATOX
(AP ®YAAOY 654 Newspaper Athens 24 MAPTIOY 1947 H EMITEAQZXIY THEY AHMOZXZIAX TAEEQXE 2
(8197)) OA EKKAGAPILOH TEAEIQY H ITEAOIIONNHXOZX ATIO TAX
KOMMOYNIXTIKAYX £YYMMOPIAZ
HPXIZAN XHMEPON EIZ THN AAKQNIAN EYPEIAI
H BPAAYNH TPITH EKKAGAPIETIKAI EITIXEIPHZEIX
(AP ®YAAOY 655 Newspaper Athens 25 MAPTIOY 1947 2
(8198)) ATONOEITAI TYXH TQN 24 ATIAX@ENTQN EIMEXTPEWAN
YHMEPON OI YIIOYPI'OI
EAEY®GEPH LABBATO
EAAAAA Newspaper Athens 22 MAPTIOY 1947 H ANATPIXIAXTIKH X®AT'H TOY I'YOEIOY 1-2
(AP ®YAAOY 771)
EAEYOGEPH AEYTEPA
EAANAAA Newspaper Athens 24 MAPTIOY 1947 | TIQX ET'INE H OMAAIKH X®ATH XTHN ITAATEIA T'YOEIOY 2
(AP ®YANOQY 772)
EAEY®OGEPH AEYTEPA TO BHMA TOY AAOY
EANAAA Newspaper Athens 24 MAPTIOY 1947 O1 vevBuvol TV GEAYDOV Flap
(AP ®YAANOQY 772)
EAEYOGEPH TPITH
EAAAAA Newspaper Athens 25 MAPTIOY 1947 OI ZOATEX THE AAKQNIAY EXOYN EYPYTEPH EKTAXH 2
(AP ®YAAOQY 773)
EAEYOGEPH TETAPTH
EAANAAA Newspaper Athens 26 MAPTIOY 1947 H KYBEPNHXH AIKAIOAOT'EI TH £®ATH TOY I'YOEIOY 1
(AP ®YAAOY 774)
EAEY®GEPH TETAPTH
EAANAAA Newspaper Athens 26 MAPTIOY 1947 OI 2OATEIX TOY I'YGEIOY AEN GA TIMQPHOOYN 2
(AP ®YANQY 774)
EAEYOGEPH I[MEMIITH
EAANAAA Newspaper Athens 27 MAPTIOY OI XYMMOPIELX TQN LOATEQN AEN ATAAYONTAI 1
(AP ®YANOQY 775) 1947
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EAEYOEPH ITEMIITH
EAAAAA Newspaper Athens 27 MAPTIOY META TIZ ATIEIAEXZ TOY ZEPBA 2
(AP ®YANQY 775) 1947
EAEYOGEPH ITAPAYXKEYH TAT'MATA AXOAAEIAY. KATAPTIZONTAI KAI XTEAAONTAI
EAANAAA Newspaper Athens 28 MAPTIOY 1947 ENANTION TOY MAPTYPIKOY AAOY THE AAKQNIAX
(AP ®YANAOY 776) 1-2
EAEYOGEPH YABBATO
EAANAAA Newspaper Athens 29 MAPTIOY 1947 O KATXAPEAX 1-2
(AP ®YAAOY 777)
O EMO®YAIOZ TIOAEMOX MAINETAI
EAEYOEPIA SOATAI EIX THN ITEAOTIONNHXON
(TTEPIOAOZX A. Newspaper Athens YABBATON 1
(KATOXHY) ®YA. 1- 22 MAPTIOY 1947 | ENOIIAOI THX AEETIAY. EEETEAEXAN 32 KPATOYMENOYX
44 TTEPIOAOX B. EIX TO I'Y®EION. - APIXTEPOI XYMMOPITAI EOONEYXAN
API®. 781) TON KATXAPEAN
EAEYGOEPIA AIMOXTAI'EIX
(ITEPIOAOZ A. KYPIAKH
(KATOXHY) ®YA. 1- | Newspaper Athens 23 MAPTIOY 1947 KAI NEAI X®ATAI 1-2
44 TIEPIOAOX B.
API®. 782) EIX MOAAOYZX KAI TTAPA TATPEBENA
EOHMEPIX THX AIATAI'MATA (1)
KYBEPNHXEOX
TOY BAZIAEIOY Journal Athens |22 MAPTIOY 1947 Iepl AvaotoAt)g GpBpov TV ToD Zuvtdypatog St Ty 267
THX EAAAAOX neprgépetav 100 NopoD Aakaviag
(TEYXOZX ITPQTON
AP ®YAANQY 48)
EOHMEPIX THX 3)
KYBEPNHXEQOX
TOY BAXIAEIOY Journal Athens 25 MAPTIOY 1947 Iepl GLOTACEWG EKTAKIWV TOTIKAV LTPATOSIKEIQV 269-270
THX EAAAAOX

(TEYXOZXZ ITPQTON
AP ®YANQY 49)
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PIZOXIIAXTHX LABBATO

(AP ®YAAQY 10,022) | Newspaper Athens 22 MAPTIOY 1947 XOAT'H XTO I'YOEIO 1-2
PIZOXITAXTHX KYPIAKH

(AP ®YAAQY 10,023) | Newspaper Athens 23 MAPTIOY 1947 APAMATIKH KATAYXTAYH XTH N. IIEAOIIONNHXO 1-2
PIZOXITAXTHX KYPIAKH H KYBEPNHXH ATIEQAYIYE XOEX NA KHPYEEI 2TO NOMO

(AP ®YAAQY 10,023) | Newspaper Athens 23 MAPTIOY 1947 NAKQNIAY TO XTPATIQTIKO NOMO 2
PIZOXITAXTHX Newspaper Athens KYPIAKH I'YOEIO

(AP ®YAAQY 10,023) 23 MAPTIOY 1947 3
PIZOXIIAXTHX Newspaper Athens TPITH 61 TA ©YMATA THX AAKQNIAX!

(AP ®YAAQY 10,024) 25 MAPTIOY 1947 1-2
PIZOXITAXTHX Newspaper Athens TETAPTH KAAQY EXOAT'HYXAN!

(AP ®YAAQY 10,025) 26 MAPTIOY 1947 1-2
PIZOXITAXTHX Newspaper Athens INEMIITH H AAKQNIA 1

(AP ®YAAQY 10,026) 27 MAPTIOY 1947
PIZOXITAXTHX INEMIITH OI OMAAIKEY XPAT'EY THE AAKQNIAY “©@YXIKON

(AP ®YAAQY 10,026) | Newspaper Athens 27 MAPTIOY 1947 EITAKOAOY®ON TOY EI'KAHMATOX [1I0Y AIEPAEAN OI 2

ANTAPTAI EEONTQXANTEY TON KATXAPEAN!”!!

PIZOXIIAXTHX ITAPAYKEYH AIIETEYTO! GBEAOYN NA META®EPOYN IIOAITIKOYZ 1

(AP ®YAAQY 10,027) | Newspaper Athens 28 MAPTIOY 1947 KPATOYMENOYZX AITIO TON IIEIPAIA XTO I'YGEIO
PIZOXITAXTHX Newspaper Athens TPITH H TPAT'QAIA TQN ®YAAKQN TOY I'YOEIOY 2

(AP ®YAAQY 10,094) 3 IOYNIOY 1947 AT'NQYTEY AEITTOMEPEIEX
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NEWS SOURCES - INTERNATIONAL?

NAME (VOL. & NO.) LANGUAGE| TYPE LOCATION DATE HEADLINE |PAGE EXTRACT?
Daily Worker* English Newspaper London, 22 March 1947 | Greek Fascists 1 |Reports in Athens last night said that a
(No. 4837) England, United Kill 40 Royalist armed band seized 33 Left-Wing
Kingdom prisoners at a jail at Gythion and
murdered them on the spot, with seven
other Left-Wing supporters.
The armed band overcame a military
force and then occupied the prison.
Nippon Times English Newspaper | Tokyo, Japan |25 March 1947 | S. Greece Is 1 Government Moves to Stop Rightest
(No. 17,249) Placed Under Reprisal Raids; Murder of Leftists

Martial Law

International News Service

ATHENS, Mar. 24-Martial law was
clamped on the southern tip of Greece
Sunday to stop rightist reprisal raids and
murder of leftist sympathizers.

After a full five-hour session the
Greek Cabinet proclaimed military rule
for the Laconia district of Southern
Peloppenesus where 13 persons,
reportedly leftists, were killed by rightists
mobsters.

The attack occurred in the village of
Molai, 15 miles northeast of Gythion.
The two dead were reportedly women.

The Government threatened court
martial for those participating in attacks.

General Ventris, Commander-in-Chief
of the Greek General Staff, attended the
Cabinet emergency session Sunday.

The Leftist National Liberation Front

2 Note that this list is not exhaustive.

3 Note that errors in spelling, word choice, and information have been reproduced exactly as they are found in the source material.
4 Paper of the Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB).
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reported the incident to the Big Four
Foreign Ministers Council at Moscow
and appealed to them to “put and end to
Greece's tragedy.” ...

The Age
(No. 28,677)

English

Newspaper

Melbourne,
Australia

24 March 1947

POLES AND
RUSSIANS
Hostility in

Greece

ATHENS. March 23 (A.A.P.).

...The Greek Cabinet, following the
Right Wing occupation of the prison of
Gytheion, on the Gulf of Laconia, has
proclaimed martial law in the Laconia
district of South Peleponnesus.

The E.A.M. (a Left Wing
organisation) has sent a message to the
Foreign Ministers' meeting in Moscow
asking them “to end Greece's tragedy by
common action.”

The Daily Gleaner
(Vol. 113, No. 7?)

English

Newspaper

Kingston,
Jamaica

24 March 1947

Greeks
Proclaim
Martial Law

ATHENS. March 23-The Greek
government proclaimed martial law
Saturday in the Laconia district at the
extreme southern tip of the Greek
mainland.

The district contains the town of
Ghythion, where 32 Communist convicts
were killed Friday in an attack on a
prison.

The attack was staged by
neighbouring villagers as reprisal for the
murder of a Rightist band chieftain, P.
Katsareas, the Greek ministry of public
order said.

The Daily Mercury
(Vol. 81, No. 71)

English

Newspaper

Mackay,
Australia

24 March 1947

Greek Prisoners
Slain

LONDON Sunday — A Greek right-
wing armed band on Friday stormed and
occupied the prison at Gythion (southern
Greece) and executed 33 left-wing
prisoners, according to Athens Press
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reports says the British United Press
Athens correspondent.

The Ilustrated London
News
(Vol. 210, No. 5633)

English

Newspaper

London,
England, United
Kingdom

5 April 1947

The U.N.
Inquiry in N.W.
Greece

349

While the United Nations Inquiry
Commission's team was travelling
through Macedonia, endeavouring to get
in contact with General Marcos, the
guerrilla leader, two further grave
incidents took place. On March 20 John
Zevgos, one of the chief instigators of the
E.L.A.S. Left-Wing rebellion in 1944,
was murdered in Salonika by three
gunmen. A former Communist, later
arrested, is said to have confessed to
killing Zevgos “because he is responsible
for my detention for six months in
Boulkes Camp in Yugoslavia, and
because of the harm which Communist
tactics are doing to my country.” A day or
two later in Laconia, in Southern Greece,
following the murder by guerrillas of the
anti-Communist Captain Katsareas, mobs
raided the prisons at Gythion and killed a
number of Left-Wing prisoners. On
March 23 the U.N. Commission left
Greece for Bulgaria, learning, just before
their departure, of a new raid in Thrace,
said to have originated in Bulgaria.

The Manchester
Guardian
(No. 31,341)

English

Newspaper

Manchester,
England, U.K.

24 March 1947

Greek Murders

Wholesale “Executions” by Partisans
of the Right
From Our Special Correspondent
ATHENS, March 23.
In the feud-ridden Southern
Peloponese, where individual and
political vendetta has for a century
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accounted for a fantastic death-toll, a
most alarming situation has developed as
the result of the death of Captain
Katsareas and a number of other officers
and soldiers who were killed on Friday
by a Communist band, when their
vehicles were ambushed.

Katsareas has assumed wide
popularity among members of the Right
as the head of a number of anti-Left
organisations. In revenge for his death
200 Right-wing elements, fully armed,
descended from the villages on the town
of Gythion, where, overpowering the
guard, they entered the prison and
“executed” 32 detained members of the
Left parties. Other armed persons, taking
advantage of the absence of police forces,
entered the village of Molaous and
“executed” eight Left-wing members.
The same crowd descended on the village
of Apidea, carrying off four persons,
whose fate is unknown.

One report says that members of the
Right have sailed from the Peloponnese
to take reprisals on members of the Left
exiled on the island of Kythira. After a
Cabinet meeting last night martial law
was proclaimed throughout the Laconia
department. The Government also
expressed condemnation of the incidents.

The Ottawa Evening
Journal
(Vol. 62, No. 87)

English

Newspaper

Ottawa, Canada

22 March 1947

33 Leftists Slain

17

ATHENS, March 22 — (BUP)
Thirty-three Leftist prisoners were hauled
from jail at Gythion in the Peloponnesus
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by a group of Rightists and killed, press
reports said today. The attackers
overcame a small military garrison.

The Palestine Post
(Vol. 22, No. 6362)

English

Newspaper

Mandatory
Palestine

23 March 1947

Guerrilla
Activity
Scores Dead in
Greece

ATHENS, Saturday (Reuter).

... General Napoleon Zervas, the
Minister of Public Order, is expected
back from Salonika tonight and will go at
once to Gythion and Sparta, the Greek
News Agency reported.

The Greek Ministry of Public Order
announced last night that 33 inmates of a
prison at Gythion Port in northern
Peloponnesus were killed with seven
other persons described as left-wing
supporters, when a right-wing band
raided the prison yesterday. The raid is
regarded as a reprisal.

(Reuter. AFP.)

The Palestine Post
(Vol. 22, No. 6363)

English

Newspaper

Mandatory
Palestine

24 March 1947

Greek Civil War
Martial Law in
South

ATHENS, Sunday (Reuter).
—...The Cabinet, after a five hour
meeting last night, decided to impose
martial law on the Laconia district of the
Southern Peloponnese. Thirty-three
inmates of a prison in the area had been
killed when an armed band raided the
compound on Friday.
Sanctions

At the same meeting the Cabinet
decided to adopt sanctions against
military and civil officials in the district if
their complicity in the recent events was
established.

The Palestine Post
(Vol. 22, No. 6365)

English

Newspaper

Mandatory
Palestine

26 March 1947

Greek Civil War
Communists

ATHENS, Tuesday (Reuter) — One
officer and 23 soldiers were reported
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Murdered

killed, five miles outside Sparta in the
Laconia district of the South
Peloponnese, when guerrillas ambushed
an army detachment yesterday, the Greek
Ministry of Public Order announced last
night.

Fourteen Communists were murdered
by Right-wing armed villagers at
Kaghios Dimitrios, near Gythion, the
same statement said.

The Ministers of Public Order, Interior
and War, who arrived in Gythion on
Sunday night, decided on immediate
military operations in the Laconia district
to mop up the guerrilla bands.

The Greek Liberal leader, M.
Sophoulis, last night appealed to the
Government to grant a full amnesty and
ask Left-wingers to lay down their arms,
warning that if the present situation is not
dealt with in time, it will lead to civil
war.

The Scotsman
(No. 32,392)

English

Newspaper

Edinburgh,
Scotland, U.K.

24 March 1947

Martial Law In
South
Peloponnesus

Wave of Violence
“Daily Telegraph” and “The Scotsman”
Correspondent

ATHENS, Sunday.—-M. Maximos, the
Prime Minister, to-day conferred with
three Cabinet Ministers who afterwards
left for the South Peloponnesus to
supervise measures for restoration of
order there. Martial law has been
proclaimed in the area folowing a five-
hour Cabinet meeting.

The Ministers bound for the trouble
area are: M. Papandreou (Interior), Gen.
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Zervas (Public Order), and M. Stratos
(War).

Disturbances broke out on Friday in
the Laconia district following the murder
by guerrillas of Capt. Katsareas, leader of
an anti-Communist armed corps. In an
outburt of indignation 200 villagers went
to Molao, 15 miles north-east of Gythion,
and killed 13 Communists. Next they
raided prisons at Gythion, overpowering
the guards and killing 33 Left-Wing
prisoners.

Latest reports from the area stated that
all was quiet again. Before leaving
Verria, West Macedonia, yesterday,
General Zervas stated in an address:
“Greece once again is confronting waves
of violence. But very soon the anarcho-
Communist beasts will have to change
their mind, because Slavism will undergo
the same fate as Nazism.” ...

The Socialist Leader®
(Vol. 39, No. 25)

English

Newspaper

United Kingdom

5 July 1947

Thousands
Arrested, Exiled

Greece
Becomes a
Huge Prison

From Our Own Correspondent
Salonika.

No Validity

In the streets of the towns the murder
of left-wing citizens by members of the
terrorist organisations supported by the
State is a common occurrence. Acts of
such a character coupled with an orgy of
profiteering by the individual members of
the governing-class and the appropriation
of the national debt and the U.N.R.R.A.
stores make up the whole internal policy

5 Formerly titled the “New Leader.” Weekly paper of the Independent Labour Party.
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of the Government and precisely for this
reason such a Government has no moral
validity in the eyes of the Greek people.

Whilst in relation to its foreign policy
in any case a single act would destroy its
validity as, for instance, the murder of 33
left-wing prisoners in the town of
Gytheion by the right-wing bands
officially armed by the state or the mass
murder of the printers of a left-wing
paper in Salonika without the authorities
making any attempt to arrest or punish
the criminals.

Notwithstanding all this the
Government continues to be
recognised by the most democratic
capitalist countries like Britain and
America for the reasons stated above.

Greece is, indeed, a testing ground in
the battle of world politics.

The Sydney Morning
Herald
(No. 34,087)

English

Newspaper

Sydney,
Australia

24 March 1947

Lynching In
Greece: Martial
Law

LONDON, March 23 (A.A.P.). -The
Greek cabinet has proclaimed martial law
in the Laconia district, southern Greece,
following the lynching of 33 Left-wing
prisoners, says Reuters' correspondent at
Athens.

The Greek National Liberation Front
(EAM) has asked the Foreign Ministers,
now meeting at Moscow, to “end
Greece's tragedy by common action.”

The correspondent of the British
United Press at Athens said yesterday that
reports in Athens Press stated that a
Right-wing armed band on Friday
stormed and occupied a prison at
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Gytheion, on the Gulf of Leconia, and
executed 33 Left-wing prisoners...

The Times
(No. 50,717)

English

Newspaper

London,
England, U.K.

24 March 1947

Martial Law in
Laconia

Fear of Blood Feud
From Our Correspondent
ATHENS, March 23

After a Cabinet meeting last night,
martial law was proclaimed throughout
the Laconia department, where a
dangerous situation has developed as a
result of the death of Captain Katsareas
and several officers and soldiers who
were killed on Friday by a Communist
band when their vehicles were ambushed.
The Government has also expressed its
indignation at the incidents and has
promised strict punishment.

Captain Katsareas had earned wide
popularity among followers of the right
as head of a number of anti-Communist
organizations. In revenge for his death
200 right-wing adherents, fully armed,
descended from villages on the town of
Gythion, where, overpowering the guard,
they entered the prison and executed 32
detained men of the left. Other armed
persons, taking advantage of the absence
of police forces, entered the village of
Molaous and executed eight left-wing
followers. The same crowd descended on
the village of Apidea and carried off four
persons, whose fate is unknown. Though
reinforcements were sent to the area of
the disturbances, fears are expressed by
the authorities that, owing to the blood-
feud traditions of the district, further
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bloodshed and lawlessness may be
attempted. One report said that armed
men had sailed from Peloponnesos to
take reprisals on adherents of the left
exiled on the island of Kythera. ...
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NEWS SOURCES - UNITED STATES OF AMERICA®

NAME (VOL. & NO.) TYPE LOCATION DATE HEADLINE PAGE EXTRACT’
Akron Beacon Journal | Newspaper Akron, Ohio 23 March 1947 | $26,666 On Each | 15A By George Weller
(108™ Year, No. 107) Greek Outlaw's Chicago Daily News Foreign Service
Head NEW YORK —
...The guerrillas lost 100 of their numbers
Friday in a battle at Epirus near Albania with
the Eighth Greek division. At Gytheon, in
extreme southern Greece, 32 unarmed
“Communist” convicts were slaughtered when
rightists stormed a prison since Truman's plea.
Akron Beacon Journal | Newspaper Akron, Ohio 23 March 1947 | Martial Law For 1 | ATHENS, Greece (U.P.)-The Greek
(108" Year, No. 107) Laconia government Saturday proclaimed martial law

for a guerrilla-infested region of Laconia
province in southernmost Greece where both
rightwing and leftwing followers have
indulged in recent mass slayings.

...Two of the cities clapped under martial
law were Gytheion, provincial capital, where
rightist bands murdered 39 persons Friday,
and Mallaoi, to the southwest, where 13 leftist
supporters, including two women were slain.

Proclamation of martial law followed an
emergency cabinet meeting at which Premier
Demetrios Maximos said “all steps will be
taken to restore order.”

A government statement said the ministers
of public order and war will fly to Laconia, in
the southeast Peloponnesus, to supervise the
application of martial law. Responsible
military and civil authorities will be punished
by special courts-martial.

6 Note that this list is not exhaustive.
7  Note that errors in spelling, word choice, and information have been reproduced exactly as they are found in the source material.

107




Asheville Citizen-Times
(Vol. 17, No. 29)

Newspaper

Asheville,
North Carolina

23 March 1947

Martial Law
Ordered To Curb
Greek Rebels

ATHENS, Greece. March 22. (UP) The Greek
government today proclaimed martial law for
a guerrilla-infested region of Laconia
province in southernmost Greece where both
rightwing and leftwing followers have
indulged in recent mass slayings.

...Two of the cities clapped under martial
law were Gytheion, provincial capital, where
rightist bands murdered 39 persons Friday and
Mallaoi, to the southwest, where 13 leftist
supporters, including two women, were slain.

Proclamation of martial law followed an
emergency cabinet meeting at which Premier
Demetrios Maximos said “all steps will be
taken to restore order.”

A government statement said the ministers
of public order and war will fly to Laconia, in
the southeast Peloponnesus, to supervise the
application of martial law. Responsible
military and civil authorities will be punished
by special courts martial...

Chicago Sunday Tribune
(Vol. 106, No. 12 C)

Newspaper

Chicago, Illinois

23 March 1947

Greece Clamps
Martial Law On
Southern Area

ATHENS, Greece, March 22 (AP) — The
Greek cabinet imposed martial law thruout the
prefecture of Laconia at the southern tip of the
Greek mainland tonight as a result of the tense
situation created by the massacre of 32
communist convicts Friday in a prison at
Gythion.

The cabinet decided also to take measures
against civil and military authorities in the
area where the mass slaying occurred, to hold
military trials for those responsible for the
massacre, and to have the prefecture cleard of
armed bands.
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The attack on the prison was made by
neighboring villagers in reprisal for the
murder of the leader of a rightest band, the
ministry of public order said.

Chicago Sunday Tribune
(Vol. 106, No. 14 C)

Newspaper

Chicago, Illinois

6 April 1947

Greek Civil War
Waged On Famed
Terrain Of Past

10

Rugged Country Blocks Modern Methods
By Seymour Korman
(Chicago Tribune Press Service)
SPARTA, Greece, April 3 [Delayed] —

...Sparta, an historic synonym for Grecian
valor and discipline, is the headquarters of
Gen. Napoleon Zervas, minister of public
security and one of the most controversial
figures in Greek politics.

He has 2,500 police troops in action
against the guerrillas and martial law is in
effect thru the Laconian province. That step
was ordered when a rightist bandit leader was
killed last month, allegedly by a communist,
and 32 communists were then killed by a mob
after being taken from prison in Gytheion on
the southern coast of Peloponnesus.

...On the other side of the picture, Zervas
has promised to arrest and court martial those
responsible for the lynchings at Gytheion. But
he has not yet done that.

Council Bluffs Nonpareil
(Vol. 90, No. 81)

Newspaper

Council Bluffs, Iowa

22 March 1947

Greek Army Opens
Drive on Guerrillas

Spring Offensive in North Reported as
Under Way
ATHENS, AP— ...
Communist Convicts Killed.

In Greece's southern peninsula of the
Peloponnesus, inhabitants of nearby villages
broke into a prison at Ghythion and killed 32
communist convicts to avenge the leftists
killing of P. Katsareas, right-wing band
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chieftan.

The ministry of public order, which
announced the lynching, said it was carried
off by some 200 armed villagers who
overcame 25 prison guards.

The government voicing “indignant
disapproval,” promised stern penalties and
ordered the minister of public order, lately on
tour in eastern Macedonia, to go to Ghythion
to investigate.

Dayton Daily News
(Vol. 70, No. 243)

Newspaper

Dayton, Ohio

23 March 1947

Martial Law Put On
Greek Region

ATHENS, Greece, March 22.— (UP-The
Greek government today proclaimed martial
law for a guerrilla-infested region of Laconia
province in southernmost Greece where both
rightwing and leftwing followers have
indulged in recent mass slayings.

Violence in the last 36 hours which
precipitated martial law included the murders
of two rightwing leaders, 52 leftists and one
Communist. Officials feared rightwing
guerrillas in the south would develop as
strongly as leftwing bands in the north, it was
said, and decided to mee the rightist threat
with equal vigor.

...Two of the cities clapped under martial
law were Gytheion, provincial capital, where
rightist bands murdered 39 persons Friday,
and Mallaoi, to the southwest, where 13 leftist
supporters, including two women, were slain.

Proclamation of martial law followed an
emergency cabinet meeting at which Premier
Demetrios Maximos said “all steps will be
taken to restore order.”

Dayton Daily News

Newspaper

Dayton, Ohio

8 April 1947

War Between Right,

By Raymond Daniell

110




(Vol. 70, No. 259)

Left Rages in
Greece, Writer Says

Special From New York Times
ATHENS, April 8. -

...However, the fires of civil strife are
being fanned by excesses of both sides,
including the extreme right wing, which
seems to have immunity from punishment
even when it resorts to murder, as it did
recently in Gythion.

There, a rightist band, as a reprisal for the
killing of a rightist leader, raided a jail and
slaughtered 32 prisoners who were suspected
of being Communists.

Edwardsville Intelligencer | Newspaper Edwardsville, 22 March 1947 | Greek Leftists Slain Athens, March 22 (UP) — Thirty-three Leftist
(84" Year, No. 108) Illinois prisoners were hauled from jail at Gythion in
the Peloponnesus by a group of rightists and
killed, press reports said today. The attackers
overcame a small military garrison.
Eugene Register-Guard | Newspaper | Eugene, Oregon |23 March 1947 | Guerrilla Action In ATHENS, Greece —(U.P.)— The Greek

(Vol. 108, No. 82)

Greek Lands Brings
Martial Law
Proclamation

government Saturday proclaimed martial law
for a guerrilla-infested region of Laconia
province in southernmost Greece where both
rightwing and leftwing followers have
indulged in recent mass slayings....

Two of the cities clapped under martial
law were Gytheion, provincial capital,
where rightist bands murdered 39 persons
Friday, and Mallaoi, to the southwest,
where 13 leftist supporters, including two
women, were slain.

Proclamation of martial law followed an
emergency cabinet meeting at which Premier
Demetrios Maximos said “all steps will be
taken to restore order.”

A government statement said the ministers

111




of public order and war will fly to Laconia, in
the southeast peloponnesus, to supervise the
application of martial law. Responsible
military and civil authorities will be punished
by special courts martial....

Freeport Journal-Standard
(100™ Year)

Newspaper

Freeport, Illinois

22 March 1947

33 Leftist Prisoners
Hauled From Jail In
Greece And Killed

Athens, March 22. -(UP)- Thirty-three leftist
prisoners were hauled from jail at Gythion in
the Peloponnesus by a group of rightists and
killed, press reports said today. The attackers
overcame a small military garrison.

Gazette and Bulletin
(146" Year, No. 69)

Newspaper

Williamsport,
Pennsylvania

22 March 1947

32 Red Convicts
Killed in Greece

ATHENS (AP) — Thirty-two Communist
convicts were killed in an attack on a prison at
Ghythion in the southern Peloponnesus which
was staged by neighboring villagers as
reprisal for the murder of a rightist band
chieftain, P. Katsareas, the Ministry of Public
Order reported last night.

The report was followed by a government
statement expressing “indignant disapproval”
of the Ghythion slayings and declaring that
severe punishment would be imposed on the
attackers.

The minister of public order now touring
Eastern Macedonia, has been instructed to
make a personal investigation and to go to
Ghythion today.

The ministry announcement said the
prison's 25 guards were over-powered by
approximately 200 armed residents of nearby
villages.

Hanford Morning Journal
(54" Year, No. 49)

Newspaper

Hanford, Kings
County, California

23 March 1947

Greek Killings

ATHENS, March 22. -(UP)- Thirty-three
Leftist prisoners were hauled from jail at
Gythion in the Peloponnesus by a group of
Rightists and killed, press reports said today.
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The attackers overcame a small military
garrison.

Hanford Sentinel
(60" Year, No. 7)

Newspaper

Hanford, Kings
County, California

22 March 1947

Greek Killings

ATHENS, March 22 - (UP) - Thirty-three
Leftist prisoners were hauled from jail at
Gythion in the Peloponnesus by a group of
Rightists and killed, press reports said today.
The attackers overcame a small military
garrison.

Medford Mail Tribune
(42™ Year, No. 1)

Newspaper

Medford, Oregon

23 March 1947

Greeks Proclaim
Martial Law in
Battered Region

Violence in 36 Hours Claims Lives of 55
Leaders; Military Attacks Bands

Athens, Greece, March 22 — (U.P.) — The
Greek government today proclaimed martial
law for a guerrilla-infested region of Laconia
province in Southernmost Greece where both
rightwing and leftwing followers have
indulged in recent mass slayings.

Violence in the last 36 hours which
precipitated martial law included the murders
of two rightwing leaders, 52 leftists and one
communist...

Guerrillas Pursued

...Two of the cities clapped under martial
law were Gytheion, provincial capital, where
rightist bands murdered 39 persons Friday,
and Mallaoi, to the southwest, where 13 leftist
supporters, including two women, were slain.

Cabinet Meets

Proclamation of martial law followed an
emergency cabinet meeting at which Primier
Demetrios Mavimos said “all steps will be
taken to restore order.”

A government statement said the ministers
of public order and war will fly to Laconia, in
the southeast Peloponnesus, to supervise the
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application of martial law. Responsible
military and civil authorities will be punished
by special courts martial.

Miami Daily News
(Vol. 52, No. 95)

Newspaper

Miami, Florida

23 March 1947

2 Greek Towns Get
Martial Law

Athens, Greece, March 22. -(UP.). The Greek
government today proclaimed martial law for
a guerrilla-infested region of Laconia
province in southernmost Greece where both
rightwing and leftwing followers have
indulged in recent mass slayings.

...Two of the cities clamped under martial
law were Gytheion, provincial capital, where
rightist bands murdered 39 persons Friday,
and Mallaoi, to the southwest, where 13 leftist
supporters, including two women, were slain.

Minneapolis Sunday
Tribune
(Vol. 80, No. 303)

Newspaper

Minneapolis,
Minnesota

23 March 1947

Martial Law Placed
on Greek Rebel
Area

12

From Late Dispatches

ATHENS, GREECE — The Greek government
Saturday proclaimed martial law for a
guerrilla-infested region of Laconia province
in southernmost Greece, where both right and
left-wing followers have indulged in recent
mass slayings.

...Two of the cities clapped under martial
law were Gytheion, provincial capital, where
rightist bands murdered 39 persons Friday,
and Mallaoi, to the southwest, where 13 leftist
supporters, including two women, were slain.

Proclamation of martial law followed an
emergency cabinet meeting at which Premier
Demetrios Maximos said “all steps will be
taken to restore order.”

Nevada State Journal
(77" Year, No. 104)

Newspaper

Reno, Nevada

23 March 1947

Martial Law Order
Follows Slayings

ATHENS, Greece, March 22. (UP.) The Greek
government today proclaimed martial law for
a guerrilla-infested region of Laconia
Province in southernmost Greece where both
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rightwing and leftwing followers have
indulged in recent mass slayings.

...Two of the cities clamped under martial
law were Gytheion, provincial capital, where
rightist bands murdered 39 persons Friday,
and Mallaoi, to the southwest, where 13 leftist
supporters, including two women, were slain.

Oshkosh Daily
Northwestern
(80" Year)

Newspaper

Oshkosh, Wisconsin

22 March 1947

33 Leftists Slain

ATHENS -(U.P.)- Thirty-three leftist prisoners
were hauled from jail at Gythion in the
Peloponnesus by a group of rightists and
killed, press reports said today. The attackers
overcame a small military garrison.

San Francisco Examiner
(Vol. 186, No. 81)

Newspaper

San Francisco,
California

22 March 1947

Greeks Slay 32
Reds in Reprisal

ATHENS, March 21.—(AP)- Thirty-two
Communist convicts were killed in an attack
on a prison at Ghythion in the southern
Peloponnesus which was staged by
neighboring villagers as reprisal for the
murder of a rightist band chieftain, P.
Katsareas, the Ministry of Public Order
reported tonight.

The report was followed by a government
statement expressing “indignant disapproval”
of the Ghythion slayings and declaring that
severe punishment would be imposed on the
attackers. The ministry announcement said the
prison's twenty-five guards were overpowered
by approximately 200 armed residents of
nearby villages.

Soviet Russia Today
(Vol. 16, No. 1)

Magazine

New York,
New York

May 1947

The Real Situation
in Greece

30

According to Daniell, right wing elements
have complete immunity even when they
resort to murder, as they did recently in
Gythion where a rightist band raided a jail and
slaughtered thirty-two prisoners who were
suspected of being Communists.
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From this situation, Daniell concludes that
“in investing dollars in a crusade against
bolshevism, the United States may be
financing a military dictatorship in Greece.”

J.S.

The Arizona Republic
(57" Year, No. 308)

Newspaper

Phoenix, Arizona

22 March 1947

Greek Fighting
Takes 40 Lives

LONDON, Mar. 21 -(INS)- Reuters reported
from Athens today that 40 persons were killed
when an armed Rightist band raided the
prison at Gythion, a port in the Northern
Peloponnaesus section of Greece.

Among the dead were 33 prisoners and
seven persons identified as left-wing
supporters.

The dispatch quoted a government source
as saying the raid apparently was in reprisal
for the murder of Capt. Katsareas, head of the
anti-Communist volunteer corps in the Sparta
area.

The Arizona Republic
(57" Year, No. 309)

Newspaper

Phoenix, Arizona

23 March 1947

Greeks Order
Martial Law

Sec. 2

ATHENS, Greece, Mar. 22 — (UP) — The
Greek government today proclaimed martial
law for a guerrilla-infested region of Laconia
province in Southern Greece where both right
wing and left wing followers have indulged in
recent mass slayings.

...Two of the cities clapped under martial
law were Gytheion, provincial capital, where
rightist bands murdered 39 persons Friday,
and Mallaoi, to the southwest, where 13 leftist
supporters, including two women, were slain.

Proclamation of martial law followed an
emergency cabinet meeting at which Premier
Demetrios Maximos said “all steps will be
taken to restore order.”

The Boston Sunday Globe

Newspaper

Boston,

23 March 1947

Martial Law

ATHENS, March 22 (AP)-The Greek cabinet
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(Vol. 151, No. 82)

Massachusetts

Imposed in Greek
Massacre

imposed martial law throughout the prefecture
of Laconia at the southern tip of the Greek
mainland tonight as a result of the tense
situation created by the massacre of 32
Communist convicts Friday in a prison at
Ghythion.

The cabinet decided also to take measures
against civil and military authorities in the
area where the mass slaying occurred, to hold
military trials for those responsible for the
massacre and to have the prefecture cleared of
armed bands.

The Brooklyn Eagle
(106" Year, No. 80)

Newspaper

Brooklyn, New York
City, New York

22 March 1947

33 Greek Leftists
Taken From Jail,
Slain

Athens, March 22 (U.P.)- Thirty-three leftist
prisoners were hauled from jail at Gythion in
the Peloponnesus by a group of rightists and
killed, press reports said today. The attackers
overcame a small military garrison.

The Burlington Free Press
(Vol. 112, No. 71)

Newspaper

Burlington, Vermont

24 March 1947

Weekend News

THE GREEK Government imposed martial
law in the Laconia district of southern Greece,
where thirty-two Communist convicts were
killed Friday in an attack on a prison in the
town of Ghythion.

The Cedar Rapids Gazette
(Vol. 65, No. 72)

Newspaper

Cedar Rapids, Iowa

22 March 1947

Kill Greek Leftists.

ATHENS (UP) - Thirty-three leftist prisoners
were hauled from jail at Gythion in the
Peloponnesus by a group of Rightists and
killed, press reports said Saturday. The
attackers overcame a small military garrison.

The Courier-Journal
(Vol. 185, No. 82)

Newspaper

Louisville, Kentucky

23 March 1947

Slaying of 32
Communists In
Prison Brings
Martial Law to
Laconia, Greece

Cabinet Blames Reprisal Raid
From Overseas Dispatches.
Athens, March 22.—The Greek Cabinet
imposed martial law law throughout the
prefecture of Laconia at the southern tip of the
Greek mainland tonight as a result of the tense
situation created by the massacre of 32
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Communist convicts yesterday in a prison at
Ghythion.

The Cabinet decided also to take measures
against civil and military authorities in the
area where the mass slaying occurred, to hold
military trials for those responsible for the
massacre, and to have the prefecture cleared
of armed bands.

The attack on the prison was made by
neighboring villagers in reprisal for the
murder of the leader of a rightist band, the
Ministry of Public Order said...

The Daily Herald Newspaper | Provo, Utah County, | 24 March 1947 | Around the World ATHENS (U.P.) - Thirty-three leftist prisoners
(61* Year, No. 210) Utah were hauled from jail at Gythion in the
Peloponnesus by a group of rightists and
killed, press reports said today. The attackers
overcame a small military garrison.
The Gazette and Daily | Newspaper | York, Pennsylvania | 27 March 1947 416 Slain In By Constantine Poulos

(Vol. 119, No. 19,304)

Greece; Liberals
Blame US

Athens, March 26 (ONA) — Over the week-
end 416 men and women were killed in
Greece, according to a rough tabulation of
official newspaper accounts in the main
centers only. As most of those killed were
anti-Royalists, Greek Liberal and Leftist
circles put the blame on the United States.

It began with the bloody massacre last
Friday at the seaside town of Gytheion in the
Peloponnesus, where an armed mob dragged
34 or more prisoners, presumably Leftists, out
of the local jail and murdered them in the
town square. This followed by one day the
assassination of a Communist leader on a
downtown street in Salonika.

These outbreaks have aroused fears inside
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and out of the Government that a widespread
wave of blood-letting may be in the offing.

Members of the Government, with one eye
on Washington, are bickering among
themselves as to who is responsible for
encouraging the Right Wingers to “take the
law into their own hands.”

Recriminations over the “dynamic no-
compromise” policy of Minister of the Interior
Georges Papandreou were so bitter at the
Ministerial Council meeting Saturday night, it
has been learned, that Papandreou walked out.
The Minister of Public Order, Gen. Napoleon
Zervas, who also favors the extermination of
the Left by violent means, was in Macedonia
at the time.

Much disturbed by last week's events,
Liberal and Socialist leaders insist that the
United States announcement of economic and
military assistance for this Government
encouraged the protagonists of the “dynamic
policy” to start their long-threatened all-out
attack on the non-Royalist Centrists and
Leftists.

These circles point to the strong statement
made by the Minister of Public Order at
Veroia in Macedonia on Saturday. Gen.
Zervas said:

“The Greek ruling class has at last
awakened and our great Allies have been
moved by our sacrifices. Thus Greece,
standing in opposition to the Slav masses,
now has with it the Anglo-Saxon mass. Very
soon the moment will come which the beasts
of Anarcho-Communism will bitterly repent
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and Slavism will suffer the fate of Nazism.

“You should know that terrorism will be
answered by more vicious terrorism and
havoc with slaughter. I inform you that the
first part of our attacks have started and it will
be followed in a short time by our complete
deliverance.”

The Gazette and Daily
(Vol. 119, No. 19,307)

Newspaper

York, Pennsylvania

31 March 1947

The Greek Scene
Killing of Unarmed
Civilians By
Rightist Bands
Continues

By Constantine Poulos
Athens, March 30 (ONA) — While hearings
continue in Washington on President Truman's
plan of assistance for Greece, the killing of
unarmed civilians also continues throughout
this country.

With at least the passive aid of the
Government, rightist bands are still running
riot all over the Peloponnesus, firing at
unarmed villagers. The total number killed in
the southeastern section in the past week now
exceeds 100.

Either unwilling or unable to keep the
situation under control, the Government now
attempts to justify these deaths by explaining
that they are in retaliation for the death of a
Greek who was killed recently in the course of
a battle with a leftist partisan band. This
correspondent can testify that the dead man
was a collaborationist and a monarchist bandit
leader, who had been denounced by preceding
governments and who had a price on his head.

Although it is now a week since 37 persons
were killed at Gytheion, near the tip of the
Peloponnesus, 32 of whom were dragged out
of a strongly guarded prison and shot down in
the local square, the Government has
confirmed that it has not made a single arrest.
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The cowardly execution of those prisoners
was followed by the killing of men, women
and children in villages, and a few days ago in
Athens a man, who had been arrested by the
gendarmerie, was beaten to death in a precinct
police station by a group of nationalist
monarchists. In its communique dealing with
that event, the Ministry of Public Order
calmly denied that the man had been beaten
inside the police station but said that he had
been assaulted while being taken to the station
“where he succumbed.”

When Themistokles Sophoulis, Liberal
party leader and former premier, protested the
killing, the pro-Government press blasted him
with sarcasm. One royalist newspaper
observed that “Mr. Sophoulis has now gone
into mourning and, according to reliable
information, Mr. Stalin is also in mourning.”

At the same time, the Government now
reverses its previous stand, and announces
that it does not intend to disarm what it calls
“para-State bands” of monarchists and
rightwingers which are made up largely of
men who collaborated with the Germans.

The Liberal and Centrist newspaper
Eleftheria characterizes that statement as
government justification, toleration and
encouragement of the murder of unarmed
civilians. It also charges the Government with
misreading Mr. Truman's proposal for United
States aid to Greece, and with interpreting it
to mean that Washington has selected Greece
to act as a “mercenary” in the cause of world
reaction.
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The Hartford Courant
(Est. 1764, Vol. 111)

Newspaper

Hartford 1,
Connecticut

24 March 1947

Greek Probe to
Follow Slaying of
Prisoners

Athens, March 23. — (AP.) — Three cabinet
ministers left today for Ghythion in the
southern Peloponnesus to investigate
circumstances in which 32 Communist
prisoners were killed in the storming of a
prison last Friday and to supervise imposition
of martial law in the area.

The ministers making the trip were George
Papandreou, interior; Napoleon Zervas, public
order, and George Stratos, war.

The Communist prisoners reportedly were
executed when a band of villagers from the
area surrounding Ghythion stormed the prison
in reprisal for the slaying of the leader of a
right-wing band.

The Honolulu Advertiser
(90" Year, No. 21,224)

Newspaper

Honolulu, Hawaii®

23 March 1947

Martial Law in
Greece

1, 10

Army Driving Rebel Bands To Bulgaria
Laconia Province Put Under Military Rule
After Murder Of 55 And Other Violence

ATHENS, Greece, March 22 (UP) — The
Greek government today proclaimed martial
law for a guerrilla-infested region of Laconia
province in southernmost Greece where both
rightwing and leftwing followers have
indulged in recent mass slayings.

Violence in the last 36 hours which
precipitated martial law included the murders
of two fightwing leaders, 52 leftists and one
communist...

Rebels Driven Back
...Two of the cities clapped under martial
law were Gytheion, provincial capital, where
rightist bands murdered 39 persons Friday,
and Mallaoi, to the southwest, where 13 leftist
supporters, including two women, were slain.

8 Note that Hawaii was occupied by the U.S.A. in 1898, formally annexed by the U.S.A. in 1900, and incorporated as the 50" state in 1959.
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Proclamation of martial law followed an
emergency cabinet meeting at which Premier
Demetrios Maximos said “all steps will be
taken to restore order.”

Ministers to Scene

A government statement said the ministers
of public order and war will fly to Laconia, in
the southeast Peloponnesus, to supervise the
application of martial law. Responsible
military and civil authorities will be punished
by special courts martial...

Martial Law in Greece; 55 Slain
(Continued from Page 1)
Emergency Session

Newspapers quoted Gen. Napoleon Zervas,
minister of public order, as saying at Salonika
that present operations against guerrillas were
not a “cleanup,” but an “offensive which the
Greek government intends to continue until
the bands are totally defeated.”

Premier Demetrios Maximos, aroused by
reports of new mass killings by both Leftist
and Rightist bands, ordered Zervas to fly back
to Athens from Salonika for consultation.
Maximos summoned his cabinet into
emergency session and announced that “all
steps will be taken to restore order.”

Massacres Reported

Reinforced troop units were ordered to
Gythecion, were yesterday guerrilla bands
were reported to have executed 32 political
prisoners and seven civilians.

The executions were described as a reprisal
for the killing of a Leftist leader, Catsareas
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Papadakos, the day before.

A government spokesman reported that a
band of armed persons entered the town of
Mallaoi, Southwest of Gytherion, and
executed 13 persons including two women....

The Indianapolis News
(Vol. 78, No. 108, Whole
No. 24,176)

Newspaper

Indianapolis, Indiana

11 April 1947

Civil Liberties Fade
in Greece Under
Rigid Security
Decrees

By Raymond Daniell
Special to The Indianapolis News
and The New York Times
ATHENS, April 11. -

...However, the fires of civil strife are
being fanned by excesses of both sides,
including the extreme Right wing, which
seems to have immunity from punishment
even when it resorts to murder, as it did
recently in Gythion, where a rightist band, as
a reprisal for the killing of a Rightist leader,
raided a jail and slaughtered 32 prisoners who
were suspected of being Communists.

The Montana Standard
(Vol. 84, No. 145)

Newspaper

Butte, Montana

23 March 1947

Greeks Proclaim
Martial Law

Guerrilla Region Is Involved
ATHENS, Greece, March 22.—(U.P.) The
Greek government Saturday proclaimed
martial law for a guerrilla-infested region of
Laconia province in southernmost Greece,
where both rightwing and leftwing followers
have indulged in recent mass slayings.

...Two of the cities clapped under martial
law were Gytheion, provincial capital, where
rightist bands murdered 39 persons Friday,
and Mallaoi, to the southwest, where 13 leftist
supporters, including two women, were slain.

Proclamation of martial law followed an
emergency cabinet meeting at which Primier
Demetrios Maximos said “all steps will be
taken to restore order.”
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A government statement said the ministers
of public order and war will fly to Laconia, in
the southeast Peloponnesus, to supervise the
application of martial law. Responsible
military and civil authorities will be punished
by special courts martial.

The New York Times Newspaper New York, 22 March 1947 | Drive on Guerrillas ATHENS, March 21 (U.P.)-Reports
(Vol. 96, No. 32,564) New York Pushed, Athens tonight said an armed right-wing group
Says overcame the the small Greek Army garrison

at Gythion, in the Peloponnesus, broke into
the town prison and killed thirty-three left-
wing prisoners.

The New York Times Newspaper New York, 23 March 1947 | Martial Law Put Athens Acts to Control Rightists in Laconia

(Vol. 96, No. 32,565) New York Over South Greece — Fighting Spreads in North Toward

Bulgaria

ATHENS, March 22 (AP) —The Greek
Government imposed martial law tonight
throughout the Prefecture of Laconia in the
Peloponnesus at the southern tip of the Greek
mainland. The Cabinet acted as a result of the
tense situation created by the massacre by
Rightists of thirty-nine Leftist prisoners
yesterday in a jail at Gythium.

The Cabinet headed by Premier Demetrios
Maximos decided also to take measures
against civil and military authorities in the
area where the mass slaying occurred, to hold
military trials for those responsible for the
massacre and to have the Prefecture cleared of
the armed bands.

The attack on the prison was made by
neighboring villagers in reprisal for the
murder of the leader of a Rightist band,
Papadakos Katsareas, the Ministry of Public

125




Order said.

Last night the Ministry of Public Order, in
reporting the Gythium killing, said it was
carried off by some 200 armed villagers who
overcame twenty-five prison guards.

The Government, voicing “indignant
disapproval,” promised stern penalties and
ordered the Minister of Public Order, Gen.
Napoleon Zervas, who had been on tour in
Eastern Macedonia, to go to Gythium to
investigate.

[Besides General Zervas, the War Minister
Andreas Stratos, and Minister of the Interior
George Papandreou were flying to Laconia, to
supervise the clean-up campaign, Reuters
reported. The Chief of the Greek General
Staff, Gen. L. Vendiras, attended the Cabinet
meeting]

The New York Times
(Vol. 96, No. 32,565)

Newspaper

New York,
New York

23 March 1947

Liberals Demand
Broad Action

ATHENS, March 22 (U.P.)-With the
Cabinet declaration of martial law in the
southern Peloponnesus, Premier Maximos
announced that “all steps will be taken to
restore order.”

“At the point we have reached only
Providence can save us,” the liberal
opposition leader, Themistocles Sophoulis,
said in a statement repeating his demand that
efforts be made to come to terms with the
Leftists.

It was reliably reported that Navy Minister
Panayotis Kainellopoulos and Vice Premier
Sophocles Venizelos had announced in the
Cabinet meeting that they would resign unless
the Government took equally severe action
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against both Leftists and Rightists.

Two cities are under martial law —
Gythium, the provincial capital, and Mallaoi,
to the southwest, where thirteen Leftist
supporters, including two women, were slain
in other Rightist outbreaks yesterday.

The violence in the Pelogonnesus the last
two days that precipitated the martial law,
included the murders of two Right-Wing
leaders, fifty-two Leftists and one
Communist. Officials feared Right-Wing
guerrillas in the south would develop as
strongly as Left-Wing bands in the north, it
was said, and decided to meet the Rightist
threat with equal vigor.

The information from Gythium listed the
persons slain in the jail as “thirty-two political
prisoners and seven civilians.”

The New York Times
(Vol. 96, No. 32,566)

Newspaper

New York,
New York

24 March 1947

Cabinet Chiefs Go
to Laconia

ATHENS, March 23 (Reuters) — Three
Greek Cabinet Ministers left here this
afternoon for Laconia, South Peloponnesus, to
supervise the application there of the martial
law order, decided upon by the Greek Cabinet
last night. The Ministers are George
Papandreou, Interior; Gen. Napoleon Zervas,
Public Order and Andreas Stratos, War.

The New York Times
(Vol. 96, No. 32,567)

Newspaper

New York,
New York

25 March 1947

Laconia Killings
Continue

13

ATHENS, March 24 (AP) — The slayings
of 119 Communists and guerrillas, some at a
prison and others in battle, were reported
today by Greek Government and newspaper
sources.

The Royalist newspaper Hestia said armed
villagers killed thirteen Communists, who
were about to be released from prison, at
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Aghios Demetrios, in the Molaoi district of
Laconia. The same villagers killed five more
Leftists the district between Apidea and
Prostami, Hestia said.

[The Molaoi district is in the area of
southern Peloponnesus where the Athens
Government late Saturday ordered martial law
to be applied after Rightists had broken into
the jail at Gythium and killed thirty-nine
prisoners.]

The Ministry of Public Order said that, in
the North, a Leftist band had been wiped out
in a three-day battle east of Salonika on
Mount Kerdyllia. The Ministry said forty-six
guerrillas were killed, nineteen wounded and
six captured.

The New York Times
(Vol. 96, No. 32,578)

Newspaper

New York,
New York

5 April 1947

Greeks Cool to
Firm U.S. Control
Over Economy
Sapped by Abuses

1,5

By Raymond Daniell
Special to The New York Times

ATHENS, April 4 —....

Rightist Murders Unpunished

Right-Wing bands recently turned machine
guns on the office of the Communist
newspaper in Salonika, killing several
employees, at least two of whom were anti-
Communists. No one has been punished for
this, nor has there been punitive action against
the Rightists who raided the jail in Laconia,
killing more than thirty prisoners in cold
blood.

Following their own excesses, it is open
season on Communists in Greece. Mr.
Tsaldaris and other government officials more
or less admit this, arguing that it is an
unavoidable situation because the Rightists
are fighting not the government but, they say,
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the enemies of the state.

Greece is beginning to take on some
aspects of a police state, although that is not
surprising in view of the circumstances. There
is a security law that enables the police to
deport, without trial, persons suspected of
subversive action. Recently in Athens, 560
persons were routed from bed by security
police at night and whisked to Aegean islands
in Gestapo style.

In most of the country apart from Athens
and Salonika there is a reign of terror.
Villagers live in fear and trembling of the
extremist bands, who descend on them in the
night and loot and burn their homes and seize
hostages or recruits....

The New York Times
(Vol. 96, No. 32,581)

Newspaper

New York,
New York

8 April 1947

Void in Democracy
Fans Greek Strife

Government Observes Forms of Liberties but
Defends Excesses as Necessity
By Raymond Daniell
Special to The New York Times
ATHENS, April 7 —

Basic Liberties Flouted

... However, the fires of civil strife are
being fanned by excesses of both sides,
including the extreme Right Wing, which
seems to have immunity from punishment
even when it resorts to murder, as it did
recently in Gythion, where a rightist band, as
a reprisal for the killing of a rightist leader,
raided a jail and slaughtered thirty-two
prisoners who were suspected of being
Communists. ...

The New York Times

Newspaper

New York,

28 April 1947

Athens Minimizes

Their Existence as Outlaws a 'Myth,' Says
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(Vol. 96, No. 32,601)

New York

Right-Wing Bands

Papandreou — 'Struggle' Is With Reds
By A. C. Sedgwick
Special to The New York Times

ATHENS, April 27-George Papandreou,
head of the Republican Socialist party and
Minister of the Interior in the Government of
Premier Demetrios Maximos, stated last night
that he had quested the Governors of Greece's
forty-six Departments concerning Right-Wing
bands in their areas.

The replies he received, he said, show that
such organizations exist only in Laconia in the
Peloponnesus and on Cephalonia in the
Ioanian Islands. He acknowledged there were
“certain remnants active in two or three other
areas,” but these he held were in the process
of liquidation.

“The myth is exploded of the existence of
extralegal organizations,” said Mr.
Papandreou. “In fairness it should be
recognized both here and abroad that in
Greece the struggle is not between two
extremes, as some try to describe it, but it is
the struggle of a democratic state against
Communist bands to defend the liberty of the
fatherland and the freedom of the Hellenic
people.”

Concerning the organization known as
MAY-the Monathes Asphaleias Ypaethrou, or
Units of Rural Security—Mr. Papandreou said
it could not be considered an extralegal body.
Its sole purpose is to protect villages, he said,
and its personnel is under the command of
Regular Army officers.

MAY has frequently been identified as an
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exclusively Right-Wing organization, and
some of its groups have been accused of
acting as marauding bands from political
motives.

The News-Herald
(70" Year, No. 20,227)

Newspaper

Franklin and Oil
City, Pennsylvania

22 March 1947

Report Greek
Lynching.

ATHENS -UP- Thirty-three leftist prisoners
were hauled from jail at Gythion in the
Peloponnesus by a group and rightists and
killed, press reports said today. The attackers
overcame a small military garrison.

The Palm Beach Post
(Vol. 39, No. 34)

Newspaper

West Palm Beach,
Florida

22 March 1947

32 Red Convicts
Killed In Attack On
Prison

ATHENS, (AP)-Thirty-two Communist
convicts were killed in an attack on a prison at
Ghythion in the Southern Peloponnesus which
was staged by neighboring villagers as
reprisal for the murder of a rightist band
chieftain, P. Katsareas, the ministry of public
order reported last night.

The report was followed by a government
statement expressing indignant disapproval”
of the Ghythion slayings and declaring that
severe punishment would be imposed on the
attackers.

The minister of public order, now touring
Eastern Macedonia, has been instructed to
make a personal investigation and to go to
Ghythion today.

The ministry announcement said the
prison's 25 guards were over-powered by
approximately 200 armed residents of nearby
villages.

The Philadelphia Inquirer
(118™ Year, Vol. 236, No.
81)

Newspaper

Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania

22 March 1947

40 Greeks Slain By
Rightist Raiders

LONDON, March 21 (INS).- Reuters reported
from Athens today that 40 persons were killed
when an armed rightist band raided the prison
at Gythion, a port in the Northern
Peloponnesus section of Greece.
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Among the dead were 33 prisoners and
seven persons identified as left-wing
supporters.

The dispatch quoted a government source
as saying the raid apparently was in reprisal
for the murder of Captain Katsareas, head of
the anti-Communist volunteer corps in the
Sparta area.

The Pittsburgh Press
(Vol. 63, No. 269)

Newspaper

Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

22 March 1947

33 Prisoners Killed

ATHENS, March 22 - Thirty-three leftist
prisoners were hauled from jail at Gythion in
the Peloponnesus by a group of rightists and
killed, press reports said today.

The Pittsburgh Press
(Vol. 63, No. 270)

Newspaper

Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

23 March 1947

Martial Law
Decreed In Part of
Greece

ATHENS, March 22 (UP)-The Greek
Government today proclaimed martial law for
a guerrilla-infested region of Laconia
Province in Southern Greece where both right
wing and left wing followers have indulged in
recent mass slayings....

Violence in the last 36 hours which
precipitated martial law included the murders
of two right wing leaders, 52 leftists and one
communist.

The Press Democrat
(91* Year, No. 71)

Newspaper

Santa Rosa,
California

23 March 1947

Greeks Place
Martial Law Over
Laconia

ATHENS, Greece, March 22.—(UP)- The
Greek government today proclaimed martial
law for a guerrilla-infested region of Laconia
province in southernmost Greece where both
rightwing and leftwing followers have
indulged in recent mass slayings.

...Two of the cities clapped under martial
law were Gytheion, provincial capital, where
rightist bands murdered 39 persons Friday,
and Mallaoi, to the southwest, where 13 leftist
supporters, including two women, were slain.

Proclamation of martial law followed an
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emergency cabinet meeting at which Primier
Demetrio Maximos said “all steps will be
taken to restore order.”

A government statement said the ministers
of public order and war will fly to Laconia, in
the southeast Peloponnesus, to supervise the
application of martial law. Responsible
military and civil authorities will be punished
by special courts-martial.

The Racine Journal-Times | Newspaper | Racine, Wisconsin |22 March 1947 | 33 Leftists Slain ATHENS -(U.P.) - Thirty-three leftist
(Vol. 91, No. 69) prisoners were hauled from jail at Gythion in
the Peloponnesus by a group of rightists and
killed, press reports said. The attackers
overcame a small military garrison.
The Sun Newspaper | Baltimore, Maryland | 22 March 1947 | Major Greek Army Foes of Athens Strafed
(Vol. 220, No. 107) Drive Against And Machine-Gunned;

Guerrillas Reported

Air Group, Artillery
Kill Many

Band of 100 Slain

Athens, March 21 (AP)- ...
32 Reported Dead At Prison

Meanwhile, 32 Communist convicts were
killed in an attack on a prison at Ghythion in
the southern Peloponnesus which was staged
by neighboring villagers as reprisal for the
murder of a rightist band chieftain, P.
Katsareas, the Ministry of Public Order
reported tonight.

The report was followed by a Government
statement expressing “indignant disapproval”
of the Ghythion slayings and declaring that
severe punishment would be imposed on the
attackers.

The Minister of Public Order, now touring
eastern Macedonia, has been instructed to
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make a personal investigation and to go to
Ghythion today.

The ministry announcement said the
prison's 25 guards were over-powered by
approximately 200 armed residents of near-by
villages.

The Sunday Pantagraph
(101* Year, No. 82)

Newspaper

Bloomington,
[llinois

23 March 1947

Martial Law In
Southern Greece
Area

ATHENS.—(AP)-Te Greek government
proclaimed martial law Saturday in the
Laconia district at the extreme southern tip of
the Greek mainland.

Although the government did not state
immediately the reason for the declaration of
military rule, the Laconia district contains the
town of Ghythion where 32 Communist
convicts were killed Friday in an attack on a
prison.

The attack was staged by neighboring
villagers as reprisal for the murder of a rightist
band chieftain, P. Katshareas, the Greek
minister of public order said.

The Wisconsin State
Journal
(108" Year, Vol. 169, No.
170)

Newspaper

Madison, Wisconsin

22 March 1947

33 Greek Prisoners
Die in Political
Lynching

ATHENS -(U.P.)- Thirty-three Leftist
prisoners were hauled from jail at Gythion in
the Peloponnesus by a group of Rightists and
killed, press reports said today. The attackers
overcame a small military garrison.
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